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Confidential U.S. State Department Central Files
CHINA: INTERNAL AFFAIRS, 1930-1939

Covering the intemal affairs of China from 1930 through 1939, the State Department's
Central Files are the definitive source of American diplomatic reporting on the political,
social, and economic developments in China during the period which was marked
both by increasingly bitter civil war between Kuomintang and Communist factions and
by military intervention by Japan. Although scholars have used these files at the National
Archives for more than a decade, the files have never been published in any format
until now. By making available over 100,000 pages of special reports, confidential cor-
respondence, interviews, minutes of meetings, and translated documents, this new
collection opens broad avenues of research.

The voluminous political files are particularly valuable in view of the critical years
of Chinese history which they document. Political and military developments, as well
as social and economic ones, were observed and reported by American diplomatic
personnel throughout China, both at the (1.S. embassy and at consulates (Amoy, Canton,
Chefoo, Foochow, Hankow, Harbin, Mukden, Nanking, Shanghai, Swatow, Tientsin,
Tsinan, Tsingtao and Yunnanfu). These reports are the largest component of the Central
Files. Additionally, there are reports from the State Department’s Division of Far Eastem
Affairs, as well as reports on China from such other (I.S. diplomatic posts as Tokyo,
Saigon, Hanoi, Calcutta, London, Paris, Berlin, and Moscow. Now available in a con-
venient microfilm edition, the State Department’s Central Files on Chinese internal affairs
will be counted among the most useful research collections in any library. Filmed from
the original documents in the National Archives, our edition contains all of the important
files; only files of little or no historical value (such as those dealing with claims of
(.S. citizens) have been omitted.

Confidential U.S. State Department Central Files. China: Internal Affairs, 1930-1939.
35mm microfilm (105 reels) with printed guide.
Price: $6,700. Available now. ISBN 0-89093-638-2.

Please note: We will publish the files for 1940-1949 in January 1985. Our complete catalogue
is available upon request.

The “publication” of the State Department’s Confidential Central Files on China’s
internal affairs is a monumental event which adds new dimensions to the study
of China in the 1930s. Used together with Chinese Nationalist and Communist
materials, as well as Japanese, Russian, British, German, and French sources (when
available), the availability of these Central Files could open a new era of intensive
multi-archival research on China. A thorough re-examination of Chinese history in
the 1930s is in order. —Dr. Immanuel C.Y. Hsu
Professor of History
University of Califomnia, Santa Barbara

Now available outside the National Archives for the first time, these records are
indispensable for professors and students who are interested in China during the
pivotal decade of the 1930s. It will be a boon to researchers to have access to
the State Department’s voluminous files in one convenient microfilm collection.
—Dr. Kenneth E. Folsom
Associate Professor of History
University of Maryland
While doing research on domestic Chinese politics of the 1920s, | found the State
Department Central Files, located in the National Archives, to be a rich and
illuminating source of data and analyses. Now it is good news that the files for
the 1930s are available on microfilm. The quality of the reporting by the “China
hands” of the Foreign Service was firstrate, and scholars should take advantage
of these files through their libraries.
—Dr. Lucian W. Pye
Ford Professor of Political Science
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
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