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The Survival of the Hessian Nobility 1770-1870
Gregory W. Pedlow

Here is a broad and richly documented examination of a little
studied social group—the German nobility outside Prussia. Gre-
gory Pedlow considers the nobles of the small but representative
state of Hesse-Kassel from the end of the ancien regime to the era of
German unification. Although this period has been most often de-
scribed in terms of the "triumph of the bourgeoisie," the author
shows that landholding Hessian nobles were able to preserve much
of their political prestige and social and economic power during
these years. By demonstrating a mixture of conservatism and flexi-
bility instead of blind reaction, the Hessian nobility maintained its
position as a landed elite,
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"Unless You Believe, You Shall Not Understand"
Logic, University, and Society in Late Medieval Vienna
Michael H. Shank

Founded in 1365, not long after the Great Plague ravaged
Europe, the University of Vienna was revitalized in 1384 by promi-
nent theologians displaced from Paris—among them Henry of
Langenstein. Beginning with the 1384 revival, Michael Shank ex-
plores the history of the university and its ties with European intel-
lectual life and the city of Vienna. In so doing he links the abstract
discussions of university theologians with the burning of John Hus
and Jerome of Prague at the Council of Constance (1415-16) and the
destruction of the Jewish community of Lower Austria (1421).
Cloth: $35.00 ISBN 0-691-05523-8
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