
METAMODERNISM AND CONTEMPORARY
BRITISH POETRY

This book discusses contemporary British poetry in the context of
metamodernism. It argues that the concept of enigmatical poetics
helps to recalibrate the opposition between mainstream and innova-
tive poetry, and investigates whether a new generation of British poets
can be accurately defined as metamodernist. Antony Rowland ana-
lyses the ways in which contemporary British poets such as Geoffrey
Hill, J. H. Prynne, Geraldine Monk and Sandeep Parmar have
responded to the work of modernist poets as diverse as Ezra Pound,
James Joyce, T. S. Eliot, H. D. and Antonin Artaud since the 1950s.
He shows how enigmatical poetry offers an alternative vision to that
of the contemporary British novel.

professor antony rowland is Chair in Modern and
Contemporary Poetry at Manchester Metropolitan University. He
is the author of seven books, including Poetry as Testimony (2014) and
Holocaust Poetry (2005). He received an Eric Gregory award in 2000
from the Society of Authors, and theManchester Poetry Prize in 2012.
He is a member of the Higher Education Committee for the English
Association.
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As the cultural environment of the twenty-first century comes into clearer focus,
Cambridge Studies in Twenty-First-Century Literature and Culture presents a
series of monographs that undertakes the most penetrating and rigorous analysis of
contemporary culture and thought.

The series is driven by the perception that critical thinking today is in a state of
transition. The global forces that produce cultural forms are entering into powerful
new alignments, which demand new analytical vocabularies in the wake of later
twentieth-century theory. The series will demonstrate that theory is not simply a
failed revolutionary gesture that we need to move beyond, but rather brings us to the
threshold of a new episteme, which will require new theoretical energy to navigate.

In this spirit, the series will host work that explores the most important emerging
critical contours of the twenty-first century, marrying inventive and imaginative
criticism with theoretical and philosophical rigor. The aim of the series will be to
produce an enduring account of the twenty-first-century intellectual landscape that
will not only stand as a record of the critical nature of our time, but also forge new
critical languages and vocabularies with which to navigate an unfolding age. In
offering a historically rich and philosophically nuanced account of contemporary
literature and culture, the series will stand as an enduring body of work that helps
us to understand the cultural moment in which we live.
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