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The Permanent Tax Revolt
How the Property Tax Transformed 
American Politics

ISAAC WILLIAM MARTIN
In this enlightening new book, Isaac William Martin
advances the provocative new argument that the property
tax revolt was not a conservative backlash against big gov-
ernment, but instead a defensive movement for government
protection from the market. The tax privilege that the tax
rebels were defending was in fact one of the largest govern-
ment social programs in the postwar era.

“The Permanent Tax Revolt tells a surprising story about
the anti-tax movement that has dominated American politics
for the past several decades. In a welcome break with market
fundamentalism, this lively, well-written, and insightful book
casts much-needed new light on debates about tax politics,
the welfare state, and contemporary social movements.”

—Chris Rhomberg, 
Yale University

$21.95 paper     $55.00 cloth

800.621.2736  www.sup.org U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s
Stanford

New from Stanford University Press

Out Of the ShadOwS
Political action and the informal 
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“This volume makes a crucial contribution 
to the scholarly and policy literatures by 
emphasizing the embeddedness of informal 
economies in state-society arrangements 
that cut across local, national, and trans-
national terrains of the Latin American and 
global political economies. The volume 
represents essential reading for scholars, 
policy specialists, students, and others who 
seek to make sense of the politico-social 
consequences of deepening inequality and 
poverty in the contemporary world.” 

—Richard Tardanico, 
Florida International University

288 pages | $28.00 paper
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