Centre for Species Survival Macaronesia, IUCN national
and regional entities, the Ministry for the Ecological
Transition and the Demographic Challenge, conservation
practitioners and taxonomic specialists.

We have aligned the Group’s programmes with the
TUCN Species Strategic Plan 2021-2025, to support the im-
plementation of the Species Conservation Cycle (Assess—
Plan-Act, Communicate and Network). The initial mem-
bership of the Specialist Group comprises 132 experts,
working on bryophytes, algae, lichens, vascular plants,
cave invertebrates, hexapods, lepidopterans, spiders, mol-
luscs, continental and marine fishes, amphibians, reptiles,
birds and mammals. We hope to extend expertise mem-
bership to other taxonomic groups. The Spain Species
Specialist Group is hosted by the Spanish Committee of
IUCN. We hope the establishment of this new Specialist
Group will encourage similar initiatives across Europe.
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The Salto Morato Manifest for Conservation
Translocations

Brazil is a megabiodiverse country with a long tradition of
nature conservation, mostly based on protected areas, and
many threatened species in Brazil have survived as a result
of this protection. However, this conservation strategy is
inadequate and a more active approach to protect and re-
store biodiversity, mostly based on conservation translo-
cations, is increasingly being used.

In September 2023, 30 Brazilian specialists met at Salto
Morato Nature Reserve during a Conservation Translocations
Training Course run by the IUCN Conservation Transloca-
tions Specialist Group. Axel Moehrenschlager, the Group’s
chair, encouraged us to bring lasting change that could
influence policy, and this resulted in the formation of a
Manifest for Conservation Translocation that we hope will
be an important landmark for biodiversity conservation
in Brazil. We also launched the Brazilian Conservation
Translocations Network (Rede Brasileira de Translocagdes
para Conservagio), to bring together professionals who
are involved in conservation translocations.

Conservation news

The Salto Morato Manifest recognizes that we need urgent,
effective actions for the conservation of biodiversity, that
conservation translocations have immense potential for bio-
diversity conservation, that conservation translocations and
isolated releases are often confounded (the latter do not
usually have a scientific basis, proper health care or a clear
conservation goal), that the conservation roles of zoos and
breeding centres are underestimated, and that Brazilian
norms for wildlife management are outdated and inadequate.

We propose the adaptation of Brazilian legislation and for-
mulation of a National Policy on Conservation Translocations,
and public campaigns to provide informed explanation of
the importance of conservation translocations. We hope that
the Salto Morato Manifest and the formation of the Brazilian
Conservation Translocations Network will encourage people
to become more actively involved in conserving biodiversity.
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