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Cover picture
Six Characters by Allan Beveridge

This picture is based on a photograph of ‘catatonic’
patients which appeared in the fifth edition of
‘Psychiatrie’ (1896) by Emil Kraepelin. In this picture I have tried to show
that the patients were being treated as ‘exhibits’ by making the background
resemble a stage, but I also wanted to emphasise the individuality of each
patient. The men cannot be reduced to simple diagnostic categories, and
even within an institutional setting with institutional clothes, they retain
something of their selves. This image featured in an exhibition entitled
‘Falling Up’ at the Scottish Parliament in December 2018, organised by
Drew Walker and which aimed to raise awareness of mental health issues
and of the therapeutic artistic community at Gugging in Austria (which has
featured in previous ‘Psychiatry in Pictures’). Allan Beveridge has exhibited
regularly with the Society of Scottish Artists and with earlier ‘Falling Up’
exhibitions.

We are always looking for interesting and visually appealing images for the
cover of the Journal and would welcome suggestions or pictures, which
should be sent to Dr Allan Beveridge, British Journal of Psychiatry, 21
Prescot Street, London, E1 8BB, UK or bjp@rcpsych.ac.uk.
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