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Abstract

The quaternion algebra of degree 2 over a commutative ring as defined by S. Parimala and R.
Sridharan is generalized to a separable cyclic extension B\J] of degree n over a noncommutative ring
B. A characterization of such an extension is given, and a relation between Azumaya algebras and
Galois extensions for B[j] is also obtained.

1980 Mathematics subject classification (Amer. Math. Soc.): 16 A 16.

1. Introduction

Parimala and Sridharan (1977) studied a quaternion algebra B[j] (a free ring
extension of degree 2) over a commutative ring B with 1, where j 2 — - 1 ,
p(a)j = ja for each a in B and p is an automorphism of B of order 2. One of the
present authors (Szeto (1980)) generalized such a ring extension B[j] from
degree 2 to a cyclic extension of any degree n, and from a commutative ring B
to a noncommutative ring B (Szeto and Wong (to appear)). It was shown that if
B is a commutative Galois extension over A, the subring of B consisting of all
elements fixed by p, then B[j] is an Azumaya A -algebra (Szeto (1980), Theorem
3.2 and Lemma 3.4). In the present paper, for B[j] over a not necessarily
commutative ring B, we shall give a necessary and sufficient condition for the
separability of B[j] of degree n over B in terms of the elements of B, and
generalize the above result to a noncommutative Galois extension B over A.
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2. Preliminaries

Throughout, we assume that B is a ring with 1, p an automorphism of B of
order n, A(= Bp), the subring of B consisting of all elements fixed by p, and
B[j] a free ring extension of B with basis {l,j, . . . ,j"~1} such that (l)jn = b
for some unit b in A, and (2)ja = p(a)j for each a in B. Now we recall some
basic definitions as given by Auslander and Goldman (1960). Let T be a ring
extension of a subring S with 1. Then T is called a separable extension over S if
there exist elements K,, V, in T, i = 1, . . . , m, for some integer m, such that
2 w,t> = 1, and for all a in T, a(2 w, ® t>,) = (2 u, ® u,)a in T®ST. Such an
element 2 M, <8> c, is called a separable idempotent for T. If S is in the center of
T, the separable extension T is called a separable 5-algebra. Moreover, the
separable S-algebra is called an Azumaya 5-algebra if 5 is the center of T.

Let G be a finite automorphism group of a ring T and S the subring of the
fixed elements under each element in G(= TG). Then T is called a Galois
extension of S with Galois group G if there exist elements, «,, u, in T, i =
1, . . . , m, for some integer w, such that 2 u,Vf = 1 and 2 UJO(V,) = 0 for each
non-identity a in (7.

3. Separable extensions

In this section, we shall characterize the separability of B[j] over B by
describing the full set of separable idempotents for B[j]. We denote the set {c in
B: ac = cpk(a) for each a in B) by B(pk), for each k = 1, . . . , n — 1.

THEOREM 3.1. 77je cyclic extension B\J] is separable over B if and only if there
exist a system of elements bpq in B for p, q = 0, 1, . . . ,n — 1 such that

(1) p(bM) = bp+hq_xforp = 0, . . . , n - 2 and q = 1, . . . , n - 1;

,g) = \q~\f°r q>0;
bb

P+\,n-\f°rP < « - i;

(3) 2{6 M : p + q = kandO<k<n}= -VL{bpq: p + q= A:(mod ri) and
k>n);

bO0+ b?{bpq:p + q = n) = 1.

PROOF. Let B[j] be a separable extension over B with a separable idempotent
M = L{bpqW ®jq): p,q = 0,...,n-l}. Then we have that (*)ju = «/, (b)
cu = uc for each c in 5, and (c) 2{6M//>+*: p, q = 0, . . . , n - 1} = 1 b the

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1446788700024514 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1446788700024514


[ 3 ] On separable cyclic extensions of rings 167

definition of a separable idempotent for B\J]. Equation (a) implies that
2 p(,bM)W+l ®j") = 2 bpq(j

p ®jq+l). Noting that [f ®j":p,q = 0,...,n

— 1} is a basis for B[j] <8>B B[j], we have condition (1). Equation (b) gives
2 cbM(J" ®j") = 2 b^pP^icXJ" ®j«), so cb = b^p^ic) for each c in B.
Hence bM is in B(pp+"). In equation (c), since j " = b, (2p+9.kjc<nbp<, +

,k>n bpqbyp+« = 1 fo r k = 0 , . . . , « - 1. H e n c e ,

and O = 1.
k>n

Conversely, equations (1), (2) and (3) imply (a), (b) and (c) by direct verifica-
tions. Thus B[j] is separable over B.

By using conditions (1), (2) and (3) in Theorem 3.1, the set {bpq: q ¥= 0} is
determined by the set {bp0}. Thus a system with less than n2 elements b^ can be
made to determine a separable idempotent.

THEOREM 3.2. The cyclic extension B[j] over B is separable if and only if there
exists a system of elements {bpQ in B: p = 0, . . . , n — 1} such that

(1)' bja is in B(pp)for eachp, and

(2)' 2,+,_*<,,p-<7(Z>/,+,io) • -2,+,-*(m<xi„),+,>„ P~*(V,-n,o) f°r each k-

PROOF. By Theorem 3.1, it suffices to show that conditions (1)' and (2)' are
equivalent to (1), (2) and (3). First, let (1), (2) and (3) be true. Condition (1)
implies that bpq = p'\bp+Xq_l) = P~\bp+Xq_J = • • • = p^(bp+q0), wherep +
q < n. Also, for/> + q > n, since bp(bn_hq) = bOq_i and pfjb^) = ^+,,,_i for
p = 0, . . . , n - 2 by condition (1), bpq = p^-'-^b^,^^^^ =
* -V + ' (V + , -»> = b'Vn+p-q-p+\bq+p_n^ = b-lp-<(bp+g_nJ. Thus condi-
tion (3) becomes condition (2)'. Clearly, condition (2) implies condition (1)'.

Conversely, noting p is an automorphism of B, we can define {b^: p, q =
0, . . . , n — 1} in terms of {^0: k = 0,. . . , n — 1} such that pib^ = bp+lq_y,
for p = 0, . . . , n - 2 and q=\,...,n-\, p(bn_lfi) = Z>an_,, bp(bn_lq) =
/>o,?-i' p(6po) = bbp+Xn_l. Thus condition (1) holds. Next, let p + q < n. For
any c in B, we have an element c' in B such that c = p^ic'). Hence cb^ =

bpqp
p+q(c) by condition (1)'. Let p + q > n. For any c in B, we have

^ m i s m 5(P'+*)- T1"8 P r o v e s

condition (2). Condition (2)' implies condition (3) by substituting the above bM

defined by the b^ in (2)'. Therefore, 2 bM(Jp ®y'*) is a separable idempotent
fOTB[j].
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It is interesting to note the location of the coefficients bM of a separable
idempotent in a Cartesian plane: Let bpq be located at the point (p, q) of a
Cartesian plane, for/?, q = 0, . . . , n — 1. Then join straight lines L^ from (0,p)
to (p, 0), / / from (p, n - 1) to (n - l,p) for/? = 0, . . . , n - 1, and Z/ + 1 from
(« - l,/7 + 1) to (0,p) forp = 0, . . . , n - 2. Then these directed lines L^, Lg
and Z^+1 indicate that p(bpq) = bp+lq_1 for /> = 0,. . . , n — 2 and q =
1, . . . , n - 1, bp(bn_hq) = Z>0<?_, for ? = 1, . . . , « - 1, and p ^ = &>,+,,„_,
for/? = 0, . . . , n — 2, respectively. Condition (3) in Theorem 3.1 means that the
sum of elements bpq along L^ below the main diagonal Ln_ln_l for/7 < n — 1 is
equal to the product of (-b) and the sum of elements bpq along U? above
Ln_ln_l. Moreover, condition (2) of Theorem 3.1 corresponds to the fact that
bpq is located at the point (p, q). Theorem 3.2 means that elements at the points
(p, 0) for/7 = 0, . . . , n — 1 are sufficient to determine a separable idempotent.

Next we have a necessary and sufficient condition for a separable extension
B[j] to be Azumaya over A. In B[j], we denote the subalgebra generated by
{a - p'ia): a in B) by A,, i = 1, . . . , n - 1.

THEOREM 3.4. Assume that B is separable over A and that n and b are units in
A. Then B[j] is an Azumaya A-algebra if and only if At is a faithful A-algebra for
each i.

PROOF. Since n and b are units in A, it is straightforward to verify that
(nb)~l'2p_1j

p <8>j"~p is a separable idempotent for B[j] over B. Hence B[j] is a
separable extension over B. But B is separable over A, so B\J] is separable over
A. Then, it suffices to show that the center of B[j] is A if and only if At is a
faithful A -algebra for each i = 1, . . . , n — 1. In fact, let u — 2 aj' be an
element in the center. Then ju = uj, which implies that p{a^) = a, for each j .
Hence the a, are in A. Moreover, since cu = uc for each c in B, af{c — p'(c)) =
0. By hypothesis, A, is faithful over A, so a,, = 0. Thus u = OQ in A. Since A is
contained in the center by hypothesis, A is the center of B[J].

Conversely, assume to the contrary that At is not faithful over A for some i.
Then there exists an a, in A such that OjA, = 0. Thus one can check that aj' is in
the center. This contradicts the fact that B[j] is Azumaya over A. Therefore, At

is faithful over A for each /.
In Szeto (1980), it was shown that if B is a commutative Galois extension over

A with Galois group G of order n, then B[j] is an Azumaya A -algebra. Now we
want to generalize the above theorem to noncommutative Galois extensions. As
for commutative Galois extensions (DeMeyer and Ingraham (1971), Proposition
1.2, 80), we have for the non-commutative case.
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LEMMA 3.5. / / B is a Galois extension over a subring B' with Galois group G,
then the left ideal generated by {a — a(a): a in B and a ¥= 1 in G) is B.

PROOF. Since B is Galois over B', there exist a,, btinB,i = 1, . . . , k for some
integer k, such that 2 a,Z>, = 1 and 2 «,«(&,) = 0 for each a ^ 1 in G. Hence
2 a,(£>, — a(Z>,)) = 1. Thus the lemma is proved.

THEOREM 3.6. Let B be a K-algebra and B[j] a cyclic extension over B of degree
n such that b and n are units in K. If B is a Galois extension over a subring B' with
Galois group G{= {p}) of order n and if B' is Azumaya over K, then B[j] is
Azumaya over K.

PROOF. Since B is Galois over B', it is a separable extension over B' by the
proof of Theorem 1 in DeMeyer (1966). Also since B' is separable over K, B[j\ is
separable over K by the transitivity property of separable extensions. Thus it
suffices to show that the center of B[j] is K. Let JC(= 2 aj') be in the center of
B[j]. Then/x = xj. This implies that p(a^ = a, for each i =£ 0. Hence the a, are
in B' for each / ^ 0. Moreover, dx = xd for each d in B. This implies that
da{ = atp\d). In particular, this holds for each d in B', so dat = atd. Thus the a,
are in the center of B' for each i =£ 0. That is, the a, are in K. But then
at(d — p\d)) = 0 for each d in B. By hypothesis, B is Galois over B', so a, = 0
for each j• ^ 0 by Lemma 3.5. thus a = a0. Again, agd = da0 for all d in B, so a0

is in K. On the other hand, K is contained in the center, so B[J] is Azumaya over
K.

In Theorem 3.6, if B is commutative, B' = K. Thus B[j] is an Azumaya
^-algebra. So, Theorem 3.6 generalizes the commutative case.
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