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facility (n¼35; 64.8%). Thirteen of the victims were first degree rel-
atives to the murderers. Homicide was consumed in 29 cases and in
25 of them it was a failed attempt. Twelve individuals (22.2%)
were under suspicion of drug abuse (mainly alcohol) at the moment
of the crime. The murderers percentage with psychiatric surveillance
was 40.7% (n¼22); 90.7% (n¼49) had a psychiatric diagnosis and
27.8% (n¼15) had a Psychotic Disorder. There were found a signifi-
cant number of individuals with mental retardation and personality
disorder. The conclusion of psychiatric forensic evaluation was
‘‘criminal responsibility’’ in thirty individuals (55.6%). Twenty indi-
viduals were considered ‘‘not criminally responsible’’ and psychiatric
treatment and security measures were proposed.

Conclusions: The homicide act of the individuals proposed for
Forensic Psychiatric evaluation seems to be an isolated phenomenon
that appears mostly in individuals with mental illness, often those
having alcohol abuse or dependence.
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Challenges for a new service to meet the needs of mentally ill
offenders

R. Hawthorne. Community Forensic Mental Health Team, Northern
Health and Social Care Trust, Holywell Hospital, Antrim, UK

Background and Aims: The Community Forensic Mental Health
(CFMHT) was set up in late 2005 as part of a regional development
to address the needs of mentally ill offenders in Northern Ireland and
to provide a seamless service to clients coming through the Medium
Secure Unit in Belfast.

The CFMHT developed vision and mission statements.

Vision: To improve the mental health and well-being of people
with mental disorders, to ensure equal access to services in the least
restrictive environment. To minimise offending behaviours, maintain
the individual’s safety and that of the community, thus enabling this
group of people to reintegrate into society.

Mission: To provide a holistic approach to meet the needs of peo-
ple with mental disorders who are at serious risk of engaging in of-
fending behaviours, thereby reducing the risk in the community.

Method: The Northern Trust CFMHT took part regionally in
drawing up agreed protocols and functions between Mental Health
and Criminal Justice, which has been sent to Heads of Service.
This document describes how a CFMHT will function at four levels
of intervention.

Level 1 e a one-off specialist consultation with the Community
Mental Health Team.

Level 2 e in-depth risk assessment/ management plan with the re-
ferring team retaining responsibility.

Level 3 e agreed period of shared responsibility with referring
team.

Level 4 e CFMHT taking full responsibility for duration of need.

Conclusions: There are plans to develop a base where therapies
will be carried out, allowing for a safe environment for interviewing
and assessing.
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Forensic toxicology of 16,937 suicides in Sweden 1995-2005 indi-
cates that the increased use of antidepressants caused the decrease
in suicide
oi.org/10.1016/j.eurpsy.2008.01.1168 Published online by Cambridge University Press
G. Isacsson 1, A. Holmgren 3, U. Osby 1, P. Sparen 2, J. Ahlner 3.
1 Department of Clinical Neuroscience, Karolinska Institute,
Stockholm, Sweden 2 Department of Medicial Epidemiology and
Biostatistics, Karolinska Institute, Stockholm, Sweden 3 National
Board of Forensic Medicine, Linkoping, Sweden

Background and Aims: Accumulating evidence supports the hy-
pothesis that antidepressant treatment prevents suicide. Most of this
evidence consists of studies demonstrating decreases in suicide in
parallel with increased use of antidepressants in different populations.
Since ecological studies cannot establish causality, this individual-
based study, analyzing temporal patterns in the toxicology of all sui-
cides in Sweden 1992-2005, aimed at testing the hypothesis that the
substantial decrease in suicide during the period was caused by the
increased use of antidepressants.

Methods: During the eleven years, 16,937 suicides, and 33,426
controls (natural or accidental deaths) were investigated by toxicolog-
ical screening. The annual numbers of detections of antidepressants,
zolpidem, zopiclone, tramadole, and dextropropoxyphene were ana-
lysed in suicides and controls.

Results: The annual number of suicides decreased by 332 cases
(18.6 %). The expected number of antidepressant positive suicides,
as determined only by their increased use in controls, was 741. If
the decrease in suicide was caused by antidepressants, the expected
number of suicides with antidepressants in toxicology should be re-
duced with 332 cases i.e. 409. If the decrease in suicide was not
caused by antidepressants the expected number of positive cases
should be reduced by 18.6 %, i.e. 603. The observed number was
420, indicating causality. The other drugs were detected as expected
if they had not caused the decrease in suicide.

Conclusion: This controlled individual-based naturalistic study
indicates that the increased use of antidepressants was the cause of
the decrease in suicide previously demonstrated in ecological studies.
Definite conclusions cannot be drawn, however.
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Forensic psychiatric practice in the Czech Republic involving child
and adolescent sexual abuse or assault

D. Janotova. Psychiatric Clinic, Prague, Czech Republic

During recent years laws in the Czech Republic have changed to pro-
tect child and adolescent rights according to the standards of the Eu-
ropean law.

In psychiatric forensic practice we are more often dealing with de-
mands of the court concerning evaluation in sexual abuse cases.

We can divide these cases into the types which occur most
frequently:

1. The abuse of the child by one of the parents

2. The abuse of a child by an older child or an underage adolescent

3. The abuse of an underage adolescent by an older adolescent

Our study describes the methods used during the evaluation pro-
cess. An example of such a method is the presentation of anatomical
dolls.

Our findings include the following characteristics of the evaluated
cases:

ad1.

e the age of the child is usually 3-4 years

e parents are divorcing

e the investigation concerning child abuse is often used in custody
battles
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