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Ian Stiell was recently inducted into
the Institute of Medicine of the US

National Academy of Sciences. Mem-
bers are chosen for their exceptional
professional achievement and com-
mitment to advance health policy is-
sues. The total membership in the
Institute is 1,380 and includes several
Nobel laureates. When elected in
1999, Ian was one of only 6 new
members from outside the United
States. In total, there are 56 foreign
associate members, and only 3 are
from Canada.

This is a great honour for Ian and
another milestone in his illustrious
career. Ian graduated from medical
school at the University of Western
Ontario in 1975, completed Family
Medicine training at the University of
Calgary in 1977, and then completed
Emergency Medicine training at
McGill in 1980. In 1981, he joined the
emergency department at the Ottawa
Civic Hospital as a “casualty officer.”
In the early 1980s, he was dabbling
in alphabet soup, adding CFPC,
DABEM, FACEP and FRCPC to his
name. In the mid- and late eighties,
while much of the medical communi-
ty in Ottawa was engaged in the waste-
ful politics of “duelling hospitals,” Ian
wisely chose to focus on research

training. In 1991 he received his Mas-
ters of Science in Epidemiology from
the University of Ottawa. Since that
time, his research and publication
career has shifted into high gear.

In 1992, his landmark article in the
New England Journal of Medicine put
to rest years of anecdotal
support for high-dose epi-
nephrine in cardiac arrest.
At the same time, the first
of his series of articles on
the Ottawa Ankle Rules
began to appear and with
them a new standard for
the development of clini-
cal decision rules in medi-
cine was established. In
1995 he became a Career Scientist of
the Medical Research Council of Can-
ada and in 1996, a Senior Principal
Investigator at the Loeb Health Re-
search Institute’s Clinical Epidemiol-
ogy Unit, at the University of Ottawa.
Research and publications continued
on the Ottawa Knee Rules, active com-
pression–decompression CPR, the On-
tario Prehospital Advanced Life Sup-
port (OPALS) study, the Canadian
C-spine and CT rules among many,
many others. He has been instrumental
in developing Canada’s first combined
emergency medicine FRCPC–MSc ep-

idemiology fellowship training pro-
gram and has supervised 9 Masters
students. This year Ian received the Hal
Jayne Academic Achievement Award
from the Society for Academic Emer-
gency Medicine and became the first
Full Professor in the Division of Emer-

gency Medicine at the Uni-
versity of Ottawa.

Always a team player, Ian’s
award reflects well on his emer-
gency medicine colleagues at
the University of Ottawa, who
can no longer even glance at a
patient without completing a
data collection form, and on
emergency physicians across
the country who have been the

backbone of so many of his multicen-
tre clinical research projects.

Congratulations Ian, new Member
of the Institute of Medicine of the
National Academy of Sciences. The
Canadian emergency medicine com-
munity salutes you and is incredibly
proud of your achievements.

Garth Dickinson, MD
Associate Editor, CJEM

International recognition for Ian Stiell

Dr. Ian Stiell

Acknowledgements: Thanks to Dr. Jan Ahuja, a
long time friend and colleague of Ian and Dr. Brian
Rowe, a former student and current academic con-
temporary of Ian, for their valuable assistance.

O
tta

w
a 

H
os

pi
ta

l —
 C

iv
ic

 C
am

pu
s

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1481803500005224 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1481803500005224



