
ENGLISH SUMMARIES 

English summaries 

Historian, Crisis and State A. GUERY 

For the first time in modem history, less State is considered to be the solution to 
crisis. At the same time, it became the main question in French history. This 
interestfor the State seems to be the death certificate ofthe early modem and modem 
form of central power, in a country where the history of State was associated with 
the formation of the Nation. But is the State actually an outdated form of power? 

Naples, 1610: How may One be an Officer? M. PEYTAVIN 

During the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, Neapolitans are subjects of the 
King of Spain. The project of suppressing a tribunal (the Zecca) revealed most 
things about the world of the office: it obeys the imperatives of économie factors, 
its boundaries are blurry, and there are many ways to transgress them; some remain 
at its borders, while others are outside entirely; it has much to do with the rules of 
feudal society; the channels that provide the financial transactions to sustain this 
system are identifiable; this is not a site of enrichment, but rather one of gift and 
counter-gift; it is a source of income; it is, in the end, a multifaceted reality. The 
traditional oppositions: office-notability, office-feudalism, should be reconsidered in 
light of the behaviors adopted, the language utilized and the stratégies developed at 
the moment of access to the office. The social history of institutions requires the 
examination of the office, an Ancien Régime institution if ever there was one. The 
office shows itself as much more than the support System that evolved to sustain 
venality. There remains much for us to learn about the functioning of societies in 
the modem era. 

Royal and Seigneurial Patronage Networks towards the End 
of the Old Régime. Case-Studies on Spain C. WINDLER 

Instead of focusing, in a centralist perspective, on the institutional aspects of State 
formation, this paper turns the attention towards the complex set of interactions 
between institutions and patronage networks in the relations between the Crown, the 
royal tribunals and administrations, the seigneurial aristocracy and the local élites. 
From the 18th century political changes implied a profound restructuring of the 
patronage networks of both the seigneurial aristocracy and the Crown. Influential 
local notables not only adapted dynamically to changing political conditions, but 
contributed themselves to shape them. The crisis of the Old Régime and the esta-
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blishment of a libéral political order consecrated their power over the formai statc 
structures. The paper concludes that their way of reorganizing patronage networks 
was not the characteristic of an archaic rural world, but, on the contrary, an efficient 
and rational strategy to participate in the political transformations. 

Dismantling the Patrimony: Women and Property 
in Médiéval Marseille D. L. SMAII 

The dowry in médiéval Europe has long been understood to be one of the key 
provisions in a set of statutory régulations that conspired to disinherit daughters 
and préserve patrimonies within maies Unes of descent. Evidence from mid-four-
teenth-century Marseille reveals that despite thèse légal norms, daughters at ail 
social levels frequently enjoyed considérable rights in parental estâtes, although the 
coming of the plague appears to hâve generated new disinheriting stratégies among 
the patriciate. Since much inherited wealth flowed through women 's hands, familial 
properties were typically reformed in every génération out of the husband's and the 
wife 's estâtes. Since husbands typically managed the joint estate, the principle thaï 
the wife was by virtue of her dowry the first creditor of an insolvent husband could 
even be used as a légal shelter in case of bankruptcy. Hère, the dowry was serving 
as a tool not of disinheritance but rather of préservation. 

Family Practices, Law and the Construction of Différences 
(15th-19th centuries) B. DEROUEI 

Should one look to the régional diversity in private law under the Old Régime to 
explain the variety of family practices in France during this period? Thèse two 
forms ofdiversity, however, cannot be entirely superimposed, nor do they correspond 
term for term. In reality, the différence between law and social practices cannot 
simply be understood in terms of respect for or transgression of spécifie norms, but 
in terms of the catégories which the law uses to formalité thèse practices, make 
sensé of them and confier upon them a certain legitimacy. Several examples show 
that certain kinds of law, with the same basic principles, were able to serve in cases 
of strikingly différent family practices. The relationship between thèse two levels is 
less a problem of direct reflexion or influence but that of translation. 
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