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ABOUT THE BOOK 
Defining the principles of justice that ought to govern the global economic 
and political sphere is one of the most urgent tasks that contemporary po
litical philosophers face. But they must also contribute to working through 
the institutional implications of these principles. How might principles 
of global justice be realized? Must the institutions that aim to implement 
them be transnational, or can global justice be attained within the con
text of the state system? Can institutions of democratic self-governance 
be imagined beyond the nation-state? These are just some of the questions 
that still face political philosophers even when issues of abstract principle 
have been addressed. 

This volume establishes a dialogue between philosophers working at all 
levels of abstraction. Some of the authors are concerned with the grounds 
and scope of the obligations that bind the citizens and governments of rich 
countries to those of poorer nations. But many examine the question of 
how these obligations can be satisfied, both within existing institutional 
frameworks and beyond. Together their essays constitute a major contribu-
ton to the advancement of both the theoretical understanding and the 
practical requirements of global justice. 

ABOUT THE EDITOR 
DANIEL WEINSTOCK holds the Canada Research Chair in Ethics and Po
litical Philosophy in the Department of Philosophy of the University of 
Montreal. He is also the Founding Director of the Centre de recherche en 
ethique de PUniversite de Montreal. He has written extensively on a wide 
range of issues in political philosophy, including democratic theory, multi-
culturalism and global justice. He was awarded the Pierre-Elliott-Trudeau 
Prize in 2004, and the Andre-Laurendeau Prize in 2006. 
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What might we know if we knew 
that the mind is an adaptation? 
What could knowledge of history 
or circumstances tell us about the 
individuation of content or the 
nature/role of vision? What can 
science—evolutionary theory in par
ticular—tell us about the metaphys
ics of mind? 

This collection of new essays concerning the mind explores 
the prospects for, and limits of, appealing to facts about 
evolutionary history and current environment-organism 
interaction in explaining the nature and workings of the men
tal. Each paper addresses empirical data from evolutionary 
theory, ethology, psychology, or neuroscience, though they 
vary with regard to their optimism as to what such discover
ies can tell us about particular issues in the philosophy of 
mind. 
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^ A traditional task of epistemology is to 
^ establish and defend systematic standards 
H I that must be met in order for us to have 
5 f knowledge or justified beliefs. A naturalized 
LU epistemology tries to arrive at such standards through an 
2 * empirical investigation into how we interact with our fellows 
r\ and the world around us, what we seek in these activities, and 
13 the particular ways in which we can and cannot succeed.This 
f approach is a radical departure from tradition because its 
Q- means of investigation is empirical. 

U 
. Nevertheless, since its inception three decades ago, this 

style of epistemology has become a powerful trend in 
contemporary theory of knowledge. This collection breaks 
new ground in extending the insights and methodology of 
naturalized epistemology to the subject of moral knowledge 
and moral theory. 
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