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YORUBA
RELIGIOUS
CARVING

Pagan and Christian Sculpture in Nigeria and Dahomey
KEVIN CARROLL

The carving of the Yoruba tribes in Nigeria is the product of one of the most vigorous
traditions remaining in Africa today. This is the fascinating and comprehensive account of
this tradition, lavishly and informatively illustrated.

The author examines Nigerian art from earliest times (the terra-cotta figures of the 2000-
year-old Nok culture, the 15th-ceatury Benin brasses) to the present day. He also examines
Yoruba customs and ceremonies in great detail to describe their place in everyday life and art.

Most compelling of all is the description of the life and works of four traditional African
carvers. This is the first time that an attempt has been made to present individual studies of
traditional African artists.

This book concerns not only Nigeria but Africa as a whole, for the author is concerned with
the adaptation of traditional forms to create a modern and vital African idiom. The author
himself has been engaged in an experiment to adapt pagan art forms to secular and Christian
uses for the last twenty years.

Anyone who is concerned with the culture and traditions of Africa both as regards their past
and their future should read this book.

‘One of the finest and most penetrating studies ever made in the field of African art.” William
Fagg, British Museum.

2 colour illustrations, 128 black-and-white photographs, 22 line drawings 90s

m Geoffrey Chapman
London — Dublin — Melbourne
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