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the creation of everyday objects can both reflect 
and define social boundaries. 
19 b&w photographs, 30 line illus., 25 maps • 432 pp. 
Hardcover $45.00 • Smithsonian Series in Archaeological Inquiry 

Bones in the Basement 
Postmortem Racism in Nineteenth-Century 
Medical Training 
Edited by Robert L. Blakely & 

Judith M. Harrington 
In 1989, a cache of some 9800 dissected , 
and amputated human bones—more 
than 75 percent of them African 
American—was found in the basement 
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century legacy of postmortem racism and 
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such fundamental topics as the emergence of 
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and the diversity of present and past cultures. 
42 b&w line illus. • 360 pp. • Hardcover $35.00 • Paperback $17.95 
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Dolores Piperno 
Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute, Balboa, Panama 

Deborah M. Pear sail 
University of Missouri, Columbia 

"The authors are active, well-known 
investigators with decades-long com
mitment to tropical forest agriculture 
and archaeology in latin America. 
Their book is essential reading for 
everyone concerned with agricultural 
origins and the Neotropics. 

—PATTY JO WATSON 
Edward Mallinckrodt Distinguished University Professor of 
Anthropology, Washington University, St. Louis, Missouri 

"Our understanding of the origins of agriculture in the tropical 
iowltmds has traditionally been limited by narrow theoretical 
and methodological approaches: This provocative book presents 
an up-to-date review of the direct and indirect evidence for early 
cultigens, a history of ideas, and the intense contemporary 
debates an the origins and development of agriculture in the trop
ical regions of the Americas. Piperno andPmrsall propose a 
bold theoretical perspective on the priority and importance of 
early crop domestication by ihe inhabitants of the neotropics." 

—CLARK L.aycksoN 
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia 

KEY FEATURES 
• Argues that tropical forest food production 

emerged at approximately the same time as that in 
the Near East and is earlier than currently demon
strated in highland Mexico and Peru 

' • Contends that the lowland tropics witnessed 
climatic and vegetational changes between 11,000 
BP and 10,000 BP, no less profound than those 
experienced at higher latitudes 

• Covers the development of slash and burn (or 
swidden) cultivation 

• Focuses on low and lower mid-elevations 
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