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Cover: Adolf Wilrth, who founded a small hardware shop in
1945, died in 1954, not long after this photograph was taken,
leaving the company in the hands of his nineteen-year-old son.
Reinhold would, in turn, transform the company into a major
multinational enterprise. Hartmut Berghoff's account of the his-
tory of the Mittelstand looks at the story of Wilrth and other
family-owned firms in postwar Germany. Image courtesy of
Adolf Wiirth GmbH & Co. KG, Reinhold-Wiirth-Str. 12-17, 74653
Kilnzelsau, Germany.
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