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A B STRACTS     

The Origins of Positive Judicial Independence

By Lisa Hilbink
A number of comparative judicial scholars have argued that assertions of judicial authority 

are a function of the level of fragmentation/competition in the formal political sphere. Ac-
cordingly, in authoritarian or one-party settings, judges should be deferential to power hold-
ers, and in places where political power is divided between branches and/or parties, one would 
expect to see greater levels of judicial assertiveness. Through a longitudinal, qualitative analysis 
of one most-likely case (Chile) and one least-likely case (Franco-era Spain) and drawing on a 
half-dozen other cases from the comparative judicial literature, this article argues that political 
fragmentation is neither sufficient nor necessary for judges to challenge powerful actors. Instead, 
it argues that assertive or “positively independent” judicial behavior requires ideational support, 
in the form of a role conception/professional ideology that gives judges motivation for such 
behavior. Such professional attitudes are socially and institutionally constituted in a dynamic 
process that itself shapes judges’ perceptions of the opportunities for and obstacles to judicial 
assertiveness, both within and outside the judiciary.

Vertical Trade Specialization and the Formation of North-South PTAs

By MARK S. MANGER
During the last two decades, the number of preferential trade agreements (ptas) grew almost 

exponentially to over 270 by 2010. A majority of these are agreements between developed and 
developing countries. Existing models provide little economic rationale for these agreements, 
but the existing literature lumps North-South ptas together with other types of trade pacts. This 
article offers an explanation focused on the movement of less capital-intensive manufacturing 
from North to South, which in turn stimulates the exchange of similar goods differentiated by 
unit value—also referred to as vertical intra-industry trade. The North exports more capital-
intensive goods, while more labor-intensive goods are produced and traded by the South. This 
kind of specialization creates incentives for governments to support ptas. The author tests this 
model using a new measure of vertical trade specialization and finds strong evidence that such 
specialization promotes pta formation. North-South ptas should therefore be seen as part of a 
broader shift of manufacturing from high- to middle-income countries.

Fortifying Citizenship

policy strategies for civic integration in western europe

By SARA WALLACE GOODMAN
Why have European states introduced mandatory integration requirements for citizenship 

and permanent residence? There are many studies comparing integration policy and examining 
the significance of what has been interpreted as a convergent and restrictive “civic turn,” a “re-
treat from multiculturalism,” and an “inevitable lightening of citizenship.” None of these stud-
ies, however, has puzzled over the empirical diversity of integration policy design or presented 
systematic, comparative explanations for policy variation. This article is the first to develop an 
argument for what, in fact, amounts to a wealth of variation in civic integration policy (includ-
ing scope, sequencing, and difficulty). Using a historical institutionalist approach, the author 
argues that states use mandatory integration to address different membership problems, which 
are shaped by both existing citizenship policy (whether it is inclusive or exclusive) and political 
pressure to change it (in other words, the politics of citizenship). She illustrates this argument 
by focusing on three case studies, applying the argument to a case of unchallenged restrictive 
retrenchment and continuity (Denmark), to a case of negotiated and thus moderated restriction 
(Germany), and to a case that recently exhibited both liberal continuity (the United Kingdom, 
2001–6) and failed attempts at new restriction (the United Kingdom, 2006–10). These cases 
show that although states may converge around similar mandatory integration instruments, they 
may apply them for distinctly different reasons. As a result, new requirements augment rather 
than alter the major contours of national citizenship policy and the membership association it 
maintains.
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Party Systems and Government Stability in Central and Eastern Europe

By Florian Grotz and Till Weber
After two decades of parliamentary democracy, the countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

(CEE) have quite different records of government stability. At the same time there continues to 
be turbulent fluctuation within the individual countries. To explain this variation, the authors 
draw on characteristics of parties and party systems for 138 governments in 12 CEE countries. 
The analysis is structured by two distinct logics that underlie the effect of party-related at-
tributes on government survival: the logic of internal friction within the government and the 
logic of external pressure from the opposition. The authors argue that in the “difficult” contexts 
of postcommunist party systems, these two logics do not operate independently of each other. 
Instead, they suggest that standard theory needs to be revised to account for the interactions of 
government and opposition characteristics. Their model of these interactions not only includes 
standard numeric and ideological variables but also integrates specificities of the postcommunist 
context: the regime divide and the low degree of party-system consolidation. Quantitative and 
qualitative findings demonstrate that government stability in CEE is interactively determined 
by whole constellations of party attributes.

Sino-Capitalism

china’s reemergence and the international political economy

By CHRISTOPHER A. McNALLY
There is little doubt that China’s international reemergence represents one of the most sig-

nificant events in modern history. As China’s political economy gains in importance, its interac-
tions with other major political economies will shape global values, institutions, and policies, 
thereby restructuring the international political economy. Drawing on theories and concepts in 
comparative capitalism, the author envisages China’s reemergence as generating Sino-capital-
ism—a capitalist system that is already global in reach but one that differs from Anglo-Ameri-
can capitalism in important respects. Sino-capitalism relies more on informal business networks 
than legal codes and transparent rules. It also assigns the Chinese state a leading role in fostering 
and guiding capitalist accumulation. Sino-capitalism, ultimately, espouses less trust in free mar-
kets and more trust in unitary state rule and social norms of reciprocity, stability, and hierarchy.

After conceptualizing Sino-capitalism’s domestic political economy, the author uses the case 
of China’s efforts to internationalize its currency, the yuan or renminbi, to systematically il-
lustrate the multifarious manner in which the domestic logic of Sino-capitalism is expressed at 
the global level. Rather than presenting a deterministic argument concerning the future inter-
national role of China, he argues that China’s stance and strategy in the international political 
economy hew quite closely to Sino-capitalism’s hybrid compensatory institutional arrangements 
on the domestic level: state guidance; flexible and entrepreneurial networks; and global integra-
tion. Sino-capitalism therefore represents an emerging system of global capitalism centered on 
China that is producing a dynamic mix of mutual dependence, symbiosis, competition, and fric-
tion with the still dominant Anglo-American model of capitalism.
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