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This timely volume examines the health
care systems of Canada, Denmark, France,
Germany, Japan, the Netherlands, New
Zealand, Sweden, the United Kingdom,
and the United States. All democratic and affluent, with well-educated
populations and high health standards, these countries have interacted
with each other extensively over the years in commercial, cultural, and
scientific affairs. The contributors, all resident health care experts, ad-
dress here the ways in which their countries influence, and are influ-
enced by, the health care systems of other countries studied here. They
also examine their common problems—not least the increasing pres-
sure to serve aging populations while maintaining economic balance.

Each covering a different country, the chapters detail the various com-
ponents of national health care systems: the role, choices, and financial
responsibility of the patient, physician training and influence, the orga-
nization and financing of hospitals, provisions for care of the elderly
and mentally ill, public health services, the role of private health insur-
ance, national health expenditures and efforts at cost containment, and
the role of government. Each chapter is supplemented with a wealth of
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