
Diffusion tensor imaging studies of the brain have shown that
water diffusion anisotropy in white matter changes throughout
life.1–5 During normal brain development, these changes are
considered to reflect the degree of neuronal maturation and
organisation of white matter tracts.3 The application of diffusion
tensor imaging in the study of schizophrenia can therefore inform
of developmental changes in white matter associated with this
disorder.

Normal cortical development follows a back-to-front pattern
starting at the parietal lobes and progressing towards frontal and
temporal regions.6 In childhood- and adolescent-onset schizo-
phrenia (early-onset schizophrenia) the timing of grey matter
volume deficits appears to follow the same pattern being initially
evident in the parietal cortex.6,7 The prefrontal and temporal
deficits seen in individuals with adult onset8 do not emerge in
early-onset schizophrenia until these individuals move into
adulthood.9 It remains unclear whether the timing of white matter
abnormalities is similarly influenced by age at onset. In keeping
with the pattern seen for grey matter, we have reported parietal
fractional anisotropy reductions in adolescents with schizo-
phrenia.10 However, other studies in early-onset schizophrenia
have found reduction in fractional anisotropy in frontal
regions,11,12 in the hippocampal–prefrontal connections13 and in
the left inferior temporal and occipital white matter as well as
in the left inferior longitudinal fasciculus.14 To date, the most
widespread white matter fractional anisotropy reductions in
early-onset schizophrenia have been reported by Douaud et at15

in the corticospinal and corticopontine tracts, the left optic
radiation, the corpus callosum, the left arcuate fasciculus and
white matter tracts in the brainstem. Diffusion tensor imaging
studies in people with adult-onset schizophrenia have generally
reported reductions in fractional anisotropy in areas corresponding
to the major fasciculi connecting the frontal, temporal and parietal
cortices, although there is a significant degree of variation between
studies in the distribution of these changes.16–22

Methodological parameters that may contribute to the
diversity of findings include differences in acquisition (such as

the b-value and number of directions used to estimate the
diffusion tensor) and analysis (including the use of regions of
interest (ROIs), tractography and group mapping approaches)
and (particularly for the latter) in statistical approach, specifically
relating to the use of smoothing and of parametric v. non-
parametric statistical tests. However, it is possible that the effect
of the disorder on white matter may depend on the age (and
the stage of brain development) at which it begins. The aim of
our study was to use diffusion tensor imaging to assess the effect
of the age at onset of schizophrenia on the pattern of white matter
abnormalities. We hypothesised that both individuals with
adolescent and adult onset would show reduced fractional
anisotropy in white matter compared with age-matched healthy
controls, but that adolescent-onset schizophrenia would be
particularly associated with abnormalities in the parietal white
matter, whereas the findings in the adult-onset group would be
more widely distributed.

Method

Participants

Participants with first-episode schizophrenia

Adolescents and young adults who had presented to the South
London and Maudsley NHS Trust with a first episode of
schizophrenia were recruited from child and adolescent
psychiatric services and early intervention in psychosis services
(Outreach and Support in South London (OASIS) and Lambeth
Early Onset (LEO) services). Inclusion required that they met
DSM–IV23 criteria for schizophrenia and had no comorbid
Axis I diagnosis or learning disability. The participants with
first-episode schizophrenia (n= 34) were divided into two groups:
one group (n= 17) comprised individuals with adolescent onset
(with onset before the age of 18 years) the other group (n= 17)
comprised individuals whose illness began in adult life (Table
1). Data from the adolescent participants have also been presented
in a previous publication.10
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Background
The pattern of brain morphological changes at the early
stages of schizophrenia may depend on the age at onset of
illness; in children and adolescents with schizophrenia, grey
matter deficits are seen in the parietal lobe whereas in
individuals with adult onset these are more widespread.

Aims
To examine whether white matter is similarly affected.

Method
Diffusion tensor imaging was used to compare fractional
anisotropy measures in individuals with adolescent-onset
(n= 17) and adult-onset schizophrenia (n= 17) with those in
age- and gender-matched controls.

Results
Compared with their respective controls, individuals with
adolescent-onset schizophrenia showed fractional anisotropy
decrease in parietal regions; individuals with adult onset
showed additional fractional anisotropy reductions in frontal,
temporal and cerebellar regions. A differential effect of age
at onset (adolescent v. adult) was noted bilaterally in medial
prefrontal white matter.

Conclusions
White matter abnormalities in frontal regions in schizophrenia
may depend on developmental stage at the time of illness
onset.
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Healthy control group

Healthy volunteers with no personal history of psychiatric
disorder and no family history of psychosis in their first-degree
relatives were recruited from the same geographic area as the
participants with schizophrenia. Thirty-four individuals were
selected to match the total patient sample at group level with
respect to age and gender (Table 1).

Exclusion criteria

For all participants, the following exclusion criteria applied:
history of head injury; presence of a substance use disorder as
defined by DSM–IV; any concomitant neurological condition;
and history of any central nervous system disorder.

Assessment of demographic information, IQ and clinical features

Parental socioeconomic status was determined according to the
Standard Occupational Classification24 and handedness was
determined by the Annett handedness scale.25 An estimate of
general intellectual ability was obtained using the National Adult
Reading Test (NART).26 The diagnosis of schizophrenia or its
absence was based on the Structured Clinical Interview for
DSM–IV Axis I Disorders,27 supplemented by information from
medical records, family members and treating physicians. Age at
onset of schizophrenia was defined as the age at which individuals
first clearly manifested frank delusions or hallucinations. The
current dose and total cumulative exposure to antipsychotic
medication was recorded. Cumulative exposure in chlorpromazine
equivalents (CPZeq) was calculated according to the comparable
daily dose (based on D2 affinity and pharmacokinetics) and to
the apparent clinical equivalence in schizophrenia.28 Psycho-
pathology at the time of scanning was assessed with the Positive
and Negative Syndrome Scale (PANSS).29 Participants were
scanned as close to the onset of the first episode as possible, but
only when sufficiently clinically stable to tolerate the procedure.

The study was approved by the ethics committee of the
Institute of Psychiatry. All participants gave consent or assent to
the study; those over the age of 16 provided written informed
consent after detailed description of the study, whereas those
under the age of 16 provided their assent and their parents or
guardians provided written informed consent.

Image acquisition

Diffusion tensor imaging data were acquired on a GE Signa 1.5 T
NVi System running 8.X release software. Head movement was
minimised with padding and a foam strap across the forehead.
Data were acquired using a multislice, peripherally gated echo
planar imaging (EPI) pulse sequence, with each volume acquired
from 60 contiguous 2.5 mm thick slices with field of view (FOV)
2406240 mm2 and matrix size 96696, zero-filled to 1286128
during reconstruction, giving an in-plane voxel size of
1.87561.875 mm2. Echo time (TE) was 107 ms and effective
repetition time (TR) was 15 R–R intervals. At each location,
7 images were acquired without diffusion weighting, together with
64 images with a weighting of 1300 s/mm2 applied along
directions uniformly distributed in space.

Image processing and analysis

Following correction of the diffusion-weighted images for eddy-
current induced distortion, the diffusion tensor was calculated
for each brain voxel,30 and mean diffusivity and fractional
anisotropy maps were constructed using in-house software. Images
were analysed using a voxel-based approach in standard space.
Registration was performed using SPM2 (Wellcome Functional
Imaging Laboratory, London, UK) run on Solaris 10 (Sun Micro-
systems Inc). A two-stage registration process was performed,
analogous to the optimised voxel-based morphometry approach
first introduced by Good et al.31 The mean T2-weighted
(non-diffusion-weighted, b= 0) images from each participant
were first registered to the standard EPI template provided by
SPM. The derived mapping parameters for each participant were
then applied to the (inherently co-registered) fractional anisotropy
images. The normalised fractional anisotropy images of all parti-
cipants were then averaged and smoothed to create a new,
study-specific template to which each individuals’ fractional
anisotropy images were then re-registered. The registered images
were also roughly segmented (using SPMs’ default a priori tissue
probability information) to give maps of the probability of a tissue
being either white or grey matter, and these segmented images were
thresholded at a low (10%) probability to provide a binary mask of
white matter. (An accurate segmentation was not essential, and a
deliberately relatively liberal threshold was used in order to create
a slightly ‘over inclusive’ mask.) A 4 mm full width at half maximum
(FWHM) smoothing filter was used to improve signal/noise ratio
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Table 1 Demographic variables and clinical characteristics of study participants

Adolescent participants Adult participants

Adolescent-onset

schizophrenia groupa

Healthy

control group

Adult-onset

schizophrenia groupa

Healthy

control group

Demographic variables

Age, years: mean (s.d.) 16.62 (1.28) 16.4 (1.41) 23.71 (4.86) 23.85 (4.83)

Gender, male:female 13:4 10:7 13:4 13:4

Handness, right:left 17:0 15:2 16:1 17:0

Clinical characteristics

Age at onset, years: mean (s.d.) 14.80 (2.44) – 22.01 (5.64) –

Duration of antipsychotic treatment, months: mean (s.d.) 21.76 (18.07) – 20.42 (14.68) –

PANSS positive symptoms score, mean (s.d.) 11.35 (5.29) – 16.35 (5.34) –

PANSS negative symptoms score, mean (s.d.) 12.47 (3.43) – 10.65 (3.86) –

PANSS total score, mean (s.d.) 50.06 (12.17) – 58.35 (11.50) –

NART score, mean (s.d.) 96.44 (11.0) 100.52 (9.73) 99.47 (7.03) 104.94 (6.5)b

PANSS, Positive and Negative Syndrome Scale; NART, National Adult Reading Test,
a. All comparisons of the adolescent-onset schizophrenia group with the adult-onset schizophrenia group in demographic variables and clinical characteristics with the exception
of age were not statistically significant.
b. P50.05. All the other comparisons within age group were not statistically significant.
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and minimise the effects of residual misregistration. The smoothed
images were masked with the mask created above to restrict
subsequent analyses to white matter. Finally, after inspection for
image quality and gross abnormality, masked images were compared
between groups using XBAM (version 3.4, Brain Image Analysis
Unit, Institute of Psychiatry, London, UK; www.brainmap.co.uk/
xbam.htm),32 which uses non-parametric, permutation-based
statistics. These may be more suitable for this type of data than
parametric approaches, as the residuals of fit to the general linear
model may not show the Gaussian behaviour required by parametric
statistics.

Differences between individuals with schizophrenia and
controls were examined separately for the adolescent- and adult-
onset groups. This included estimation of grey and white matter
volume by fitting an analysis of variance (ANOVA) model at each
intracerebral voxel in standard space. Initially a liberal statistical
threshold (P40.05) was set to detect voxels putatively
demonstrating differences between groups. Only those voxels to
which all participants contributed data were considered; this,
along with the masking procedure detailed above, restricted the
analysis to core white matter regions, reducing the search volume
and thus the number of comparisons. We thus avoided testing at
the grey/white interfaces, where the high grey/white contrast of
fractional anisotropy images can exacerbate edge effects. We then
searched for spatial clusters among the voxels highlighted, and
tested the ‘mass’ of each cluster (the sum of suprathreshold voxel
statistics it comprises) for significance. XBAM was used to assess
statistical significance at both the voxel and cluster levels.32 At the
cluster level, rather than set a single a priori threshold, we calcu-
lated for a range of P-values the number of clusters that would
be expected by chance alone. We then set the statistical threshold
for cluster significance for this analysis at a P-value such that the
expected number of false positive clusters by chance alone would
be less than one. In this case it was P40.0025.

In investigating cluster level effects, there is an underlying
assumption that all regions will be equally ‘smooth’ and from
the statistical point of view can be treated equivalently. Although
we restricted our analysis to core white matter regions where the
signal/noise ratio is relatively uniform, the effects of physiological
noise (e.g. motion artefacts) may still vary across the brain. We
therefore also inspected the voxel-level maps that treat each voxel
independently and inherently allow for such local differences in
statistics.

Pearson’s chi-squared and Student’s t-tests (both two-tailed)
were used to compare the distribution of categorical and continuous
data respectively, between individuals with schizophrenia and
healthy controls in each of the two age groups. We explored the
correlation between NART and fractional anisotropy values for
all regions where case–control differences were noted; in individuals
with schizophrenia we also examined correlations between fractional
anisotropy in these regions and age at onset, cumulative anti-
psychotic exposure, PANSS positive subscale, negative subscale
and total scores. To do this, masked images were created for each
of the clusters where group differences were identified and applied
to the normalised fractional anisotropy images of each participant.
The fractional anisotropy values thus extracted were then
correlated with clinical variables using Statistical Package for
Social Sciences (SPSS) for Windows, version 13.0. Bonferroni
correction was applied for multiple comparisons and the level of
statistical significance was set at P= 0.005.

The diagnosis6age group interaction was tested by using a
262 factorial design implemented in the ANOVA module of
XBAM.32 Because we had already examined the effect of diagnosis
with pair-wise comparisons for participants with adolescent and
adult onset separately, this ANOVA model was used to examine

the interaction only. Fractional anisotropy values from regions
where a significant effect was found were then examined for
possible correlations with NART scores in all participants, and
with cumulative antipsychotic exposure, PANSS positive subscale,
negative subscale and total scores in the whole sample with schizo-
phrenia. The anatomical coordinates of the regions of difference
between the groups in all comparisons were identified with the
use of the atlases of Talairach & Tournoux33 and Mori et al.34

Results

Participants

There were no significant demographic differences between
individuals with schizophrenia and healthy controls; those with
schizophrenia had lower NART scores in the adult group
(t=72.36, d.f. = 32, P= 0.025; Table 1) and in the sample as a
whole (t=72.36, d.f. = 66, P= 0.021).

Twenty-eight people with schizophrenia were taking anti-
psychotic medication (all but one received atypical medication)
and six were medication naive (two in the adolescent group and
four in the adult group). The mean comparable daily anti-
psychotic dose at the day of scanning was 205.03 mg (range
0–1200) CPZeq.

Diffusion tensor imaging

Adolescent-onset group

In this group, reductions in fractional anisotropy relative to the
age-matched controls were observed in the parietal white matter
bilaterally (Fig. 1 and Table 2), extending to regions likely to
represent the superior and inferior longitudinal fasciculi, inferior
fronto-occipital fasciculus, corticopontine tract and posterior
thalamic radiation.34 Fractional anisotropy reductions in regions
likely to represent the corpus callosum were also noted on the left
side. The voxel- and cluster-level maps were very similar in regions
showing reduced fractional anisotropy in this group, although the
voxel-level map also showed a number of additional regions of
increased fractional anisotropy (generally with very small spatial
extent), which were not evident in the cluster-level maps. There
were no brain regions where white matter fractional anisotropy
was greater in the adolescent-onset group than their controls.

Adult-onset group

The adult-onset group showed fractional anisotropy reductions in
five discrete clusters (Fig. 2 and Table 3). There were bilateral
reductions in fractional anisotropy in white matter likely to
correspond to the inferior longitudinal and inferior fronto-occipital
fasciculi, and in the brain stem and cerebellum. In the right
hemisphere, fractional anisotropy was reduced in regions likely
to represent the superior and inferior longitudinal fasciculi,
inferior fronto-occipital fasciculus, corpus callosum, uncinate
fasciculus, cingulum, anterior corona radiata, corticopontine tract
and posterior thalamic radiation.34 The cluster- and voxel-level
maps were very similar. There were no regions within the white
matter where fractional anisotropy was greater in the adult-onset
group than their controls.

Effect of age at onset

The combined early- and adult-onset schizophrenia group had
reduced white matter fractional anisotropy compared with healthy
controls in the brain stem bilaterally (Talairach coordinates of
centroid x= 7, y=729, z=732), the left temporal lobe
(Talairach coordinates x=739, y=716, z=716), the parietal
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lobe bilaterally (two left clusters with Talairach coordinates
x=722, y=748, z= 24 and x=722, y=737, z= 44 and one
right cluster with Talairach coordinates x= 23, y=748, z= 32)
and the white matter adjacent to the left medial frontal gyrus
(Talairach coordinates x=714, y=72, z= 50). There was one
frontal region including the genu of corpus callosum and the
anterior cingulum (Talairach coordinates x=712, y= 31, z= 14)
of increased white matter fractional anisotropy in the entire
schizophrenia group. With regard to the effect of age, adolescents
had higher white matter fractional anisotropy than adults in two
bilateral parietal regions (Talairach coordinates x=721, y=750,
z= 26 and x= 23, y= –52, z= 26). There were no regions of higher
white matter fractional anisotropy in the adult group than the
adolescent group.

There was a differential effect of age at onset of schizophrenia
in two medial regions centred on approximately homotopic parts
of the frontal white matter in each hemisphere; this interaction
was similar in both hemispheres but more pronounced on the left
(Figs 3 and 4, Table 4). Both regions are likely to include parts of
the superior fronto-occipital fasciculus, corticopontine tract,
anterior thalamic radiation and corpus callosum. The region in

the right hemisphere also extended into the right anterior corona
radiata, anterior limb of the internal capsule and forceps minor,
whereas the left region included the left superior longitudinal
fasciculus, superior thalamic radiation and corticospinal tract.34

Correlations

Fractional anisotropy was not significantly correlated with NART
score, PANSS scores or the cumulative exposure to antipsychotic
medication in any of the regions that showed group differences
and group6age interactions, except for one cluster (Talairach
coordinates of centroid x= 21, y= 15, z= 16) of reduced fractional
anisotropy in the adult-onset schizophrenia group, in which
fractional anisotropy correlated with NART score (r= 0.575,
P50.001).

Discussion

In this study, diffusion tensor imaging was used to examine the
effect of age at onset of schizophrenia on white matter integrity
as inferred by fractional anisotropy. We report different patterns
of fractional anisotropy reductions in adolescent-onset compared
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Fig. 1 Fractional anisotropy map indicating the areas where fractional anisotropy in participants in the adolescent-onset schizophrenia
group is reduced in comparison with healthy controls (cluster P = 0.0025).

Table 2 White matter clusters of reduced fractional anisotropy in individuals with adult-onset schizophrenia compared with

adult healthy controls and tracts likely to correspond to these clusters

Hemisphere Talairach and Tournoux coordinates Voxels in

(centre of cluster) x y z cluster, n P Tracts

Right 5 728 722 309 0.0008 Corticopontine tract, corticospinal tract, middle cerebellar

peduncle, medial lemniscus, superior cerebellar peduncle,

pontine crossing tract (bilaterally)

Right 32 759 5 237 0.001 Inferior fronto-occipital fasciculus, inferior longitudinal fasciculus

Left 725 761 12 467 0.0004 Inferior fronto-occipital fasciculus, inferior longitudinal fasciculus

Right 21 15 16 326 0.001 Corpus callosum, anterior thalamic radiation, uncinate fasciculus,

anterior corona radiata, inferior fronto-occipital fasciculus,

cingulum, superior longitudinal fasciculus

Right 38 738 26 626 0.0003 Superior longitudinal fasciculus, inferior fronto-occipital fasciculus,

inferior longitudinal fasciculus, corpus callosum, corticopontine

tract, posterior thalamic radiation
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with adult-onset schizophrenia. In line with our hypothesis,
adolescents showed parietal white matter fractional anisotropy
reductions, whereas in individuals with adult-onset fractional
anisotropy reductions were also noted in the frontal and temporal
white matter. Direct comparison of the differences within each
age group (adolescents v. adults) revealed two frontal regions
where the effect of schizophrenia on fractional anisotropy was
modulated by age at onset.

Data from magnetic resonance imaging studies in adolescents
with schizophrenia suggest early parietal grey matter deficits

progressing to more anterior regions as individuals move into late
adolescence and early adulthood.6,7,9 Our findings indicate a similar
pattern with respect to white matter abnormalities. In adults with
schizophrenia, fractional anisotropy reductions have been reported
predominantly in frontal and temporal regions16,18–20,22,35,36 and
less so in parietal white matter.16,18,19,21,35,36 Consistent with this
literature, our adult-onset group had more widespread fractional
anisotropy reductions (present in the frontal and temporal lobes
in addition to those in parietal regions) compared with their
respective healthy controls than the adolescent-onset participants.

350

Fig. 2 Fractional anisotropy map indicating the areas where fractional anisotropy in participants in the adult-onset schizophrenia group
is reduced in comparison with healthy participants (cluster P = 0.0025).

Table 3 White matter clusters of reduced fractional anisotropy in individuals with adolescent-onset schizophrenia compared

with adolescent healthy controls and tracts likely to correspond to these clusters

Hemisphere Talairach and Tournoux coordinates Voxels in

(centre of cluster) x y z cluster, n P Tracts

Left 721 744 22 176 0.002 Corpus callosum, inferior fronto-occipital fasciculus, inferior

longitudinal fasciculus, superior longitudinal fasciculus,

corticopontine tract, posterior thalamic radiation

Right 25 743 30 261 0.0006 Inferior fronto-occipital fasciculus, inferior longitudinal fasciculus,

superior longitudinal fasciculus, corticopontine tract, posterior

thalamic radiation
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A differential effect of age at onset of schizophrenia was noted
in two regions in approximately homotopic parts of the left and
right frontal white matter (Figs 3 and 4, Table 4). Consistent with
the relevant literature on normal development,37 fractional
anisotropy was higher is healthy adults compared with healthy
adolescents across the age range of the study sample. Age-related
increase in fractional anisotropy during adolescence and early
adulthood has been attributed to dendritic changes and increased
myelination in prefrontal regions.38,39 In the adult-onset group,
there was no correlation between age and frontal fractional
anisotropy values that could be indicative of attenuated or absent
age-related maturational increase in fractional anisotropy. Within
the adolescent-onset group, frontal fractional anisotropy was
higher in younger and lower in older participants. Fractional
anisotropy is influenced by factors affecting neuronal fibre
diameter, density and myelination as well as tract coherence and
extracellular diffusion. Although our study raises important
questions regarding the interaction between developmental and
disease-related changes in white matter in schizophrenia, it is
not possible to determine the microstructural nature of white

matter abnormalities reflected in our imaging findings. According
to the prevalent neurodevelopmental model of schizophrenia,40 a
disruption in the normal process of cortical layering is assumed to
produce ‘dysconnection’ in the connectivity of fibre tracts.
Reductions in fractional anisotropy associated with schizophrenia
in this and other studies are considered to reflect reduction in
tract coherence and direction. It is tempting to postulate that late
maturational events occurring from late childhood to late
adolescence accentuate this dysconnection and this may explain
the lower fractional anisotropy levels in older adolescents
compared with younger adolescents with the disorder.

Differences in white matter microstructure changes occurring
in individuals with adolescent schizophrenia compared with adult
schizophrenia may be under genetic control since relatively higher
genetic loading in individuals with early onset has been reported.41

However, although a young age at onset could be considered as a
proxy measure of genetic loading, direct testing through analysis
of genetic material was not possible in our study and there have
not been any studies in schizophrenia literature, to our knowledge,
that have examined this to date.
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Fig. 3 Fractional anisotropy map indicating the areas where the effect of the illness in fractional anisotropy is modulated by age-group
membership (adolescent- or adult-onset; cluster P = 0.0025).

Table 4 White matter clusters emerged in diagnosis6age group interaction analysis in all participants and tracts likely to

correspond to these clusters

Hemisphere Talairach and Tournoux coordinates Voxels in

(centre of cluster) x y z cluster, n P Tracts

Right 21 17 18 223 0.002 Anterior corona radiata, anterior limb of internal capsule, superior

fronto-occipital fasciculus, corticopontine tract, anterior thalamic

radiation, corpus callosum, forceps minor

Left 723 0 26 226 0.002 Superior fronto-occipital fasciculus, superior longitudinal

fasciculus, corticopontine tract, anterior thalamic radiation,

corticospinal tract, superior thalamic radiation, corpus callosum
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A strength of the current study is that, despite the differences
in ages between the two groups, individuals in the adolescent and
adult groups were comparable in terms of illness duration and
medication exposure, which could be important sources of
variance in fractional anisotropy. At the same time, most parti-
cipants were on antipsychotic medication at the time of scanning.
Although some studies have reported correlations between
fractional anisotropy in schizophrenia and measures of anti-
psychotic medication, most investigators have not found that
medication dose or cumulative exposure had a major effect on
fractional anisotropy.35,36 In addition, white matter fractional
anisotropy reductions have been reported in never-medicated
individuals with schizophrenia compared with healthy controls.42

Another limitation of the study is the difference in intellectual
ability (as indexed by the NART score) between individuals with
schizophrenia and healthy controls in the adult-onset group,
although this was smaller than one standard deviation (Table 1)
and therefore unlikely to be meaningful given the large standard
deviation of intellectual ability in the general population.43

In conclusion, we found that age at onset of schizophrenia
influences the pattern of fractional anisotropy reductions
observed; these were more widespread in the adult-onset group
compared with their respective age-matched controls. Our study
also indicates an interaction between late brain maturational
events and frontal white matter changes in schizophrenia, and
highlights the importance of longitudinal studies to investigate
this finding further.
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the adult from the adolescent age group.
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Jason Bourne’s amnesia

Sean Spence

Jason Bourne (Matt Damon, the Bourne film trilogy) is an assassin who cannot recall his past. Discovered floating in the Mediterranean, bullets
in his back, he miraculously recovers, surviving serial confrontations, before recapturing his identity. Bourne’s is a psychogenic amnesia: he
retains new information, his use of concepts is preserved, he is fluent in several languages, his motor skills are exceptional. Indeed, it is his
‘procedural’ memory that betrays his former life. If confronted, he summons up precision violence, seemingly out of nowhere. But can his
recovered ‘self’ atone for its past? An act of contrition closes the second film.
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