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importance of the Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research,
Bones (Chapter 10) delves into the complexities of relation-
ships between politics and polar science. Drawing on incidents
in Norway’s history, he discusses how factors influencing
international development in the Arctic contrast with those
in Antarctica.

At the time of writing this review, I was following the
progress of the Antarctic Circumnavigation Expedition 2016–
2017. Participants aboard the expedition’s ship, like the authors
in this book, are men and women from several disciplines, from
several nations and with a range of experience. When the ship
berthed in Hobart, I met scientists involved in the expedition.
Also on-board were journalists, photographers and filmmakers.
Despite challenges and disappointments, there was a driving
enthusiasm with resultant successes and no noted mention of
inequalities. While understandably focused on their own careers,
they were enthusiastic about the opportunities for collaborative,
yet competitive, projects and optimistic about the potential for
us all to gain a better understanding of Antarctic and global
systems, through science and art.

In contrast to those on-board the ship, a number of con-
tributors to this book, I felt, wrote with limited optimism for
future potential and as if, troubled by inequalities of gender,
race or funding, they are burdened with an overwhelming sense
of academic injustice. Instead of promoting and celebrating the
advances made by the humanities in Antarctica, they chose to use
the book as a vehicle to convey their grievances to a readership

possibly similarly aggrieved. The value of an inflexible polemic
stance to the Antarctic discourse and allusions to ‘science envy’
is questionable when there are numerous examples of people
overcoming undeniable inequality.

The physical Antarctic space has been subjected to territorial
claims and changing politics, but there is intellectual space for
the pursuit of the sciences and the humanities, and for their fusion
in respectful alliances. Adrian Howkins cites historian Ursula
Rack (Chapter 11), who collated meteorological information
garnered from log books and diaries of early explorers and
collaborated in a comparative study of terrestrial magnetism.
Expedition diaries can claim an exclusive genre in Antarctic
literature and, as noted in Part I (Leane, Chapter 2), many
were written by scientists recording their work and describing
the living conditions with an awareness of the social impacts
that isolation had on all members of the team. Our inter-
pretation of the Antarctic is from a multilayered synthesis
of input by all players, and the humanities have much to
contribute.

This hardcover first edition of Antarctica and the human-
ities is beautifully presented, with endnotes following each
chapter, with maps and illustrations, and an index for the
diverse subject matter. It has been deservedly well-received.
It is a book which invites further discussion. It is, and will
continue to be, a valuable reference (Anna Lucas, Maritime
Museum of Tasmania, 16 Argyle St, Hobart TAS 7000, Australia
(lucasmail2002@gmail.com)).
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The purpose of this book is to contribute to the debate surround-
ing the law relating to the Sami people, Europe’s only indigenous
people group, many of whom still live in the northernmost
reaches of Norway, Sweden and Finland. Some Sami people
continue to live a traditional lifestyle including herding reindeer
although, as many of the chapters in this book argue, the nomadic
elements of their traditional lifestyle have been dramatically
curtailed by the implementation of borders in the region. Over
the years, there has been political struggle by the Sami people
to have their rights and their culture respected by their nation
states. In recent years there has been much improvement in
the recognition of the rights, culture and legal system of the
Sami people but there is still much more that can be done to
ensure adequate recognition for the Sami people. This book
considers the history of the struggle, analyses the current position
and puts forward suggestions for future action that should
be taken.

One particularly interesting aspect of this book is that it
has been written in English. For many of the contributors, the
primary language for both their research and their publications
is not English; they would normally write and publish in their
native Scandinavian tongues. This book therefore provides a
fascinating insight into a world of academic research that has
previously been difficult for an English speaking audience to
access. The efforts that the authors have put into translating and

explaining their research and their references in English enables
readers to understand sources, literature, commentary and cases
that would be otherwise be inaccessible to all but the most
determined of researchers who do not speak a Scandinavian
language.

I was impressed with the wide range of contributors to
the book, in terms of both career stages and cultural back-
grounds. While most of the authors are already well-regarded,
there are also two current doctoral students who have written
interesting chapters relating to their research. This provides
encouragement that this area of law should be well-served by
upcoming researchers in the future. I was pleased to note that
there were a number of contributors who come from a Sami
background. Kristina Labba’s family are reindeer herders on the
Swedish-Norwegian border, Susann Funderud Skogvang is from
a coastal North Sami community, Johan Strömgren comes from a
mountainous reindeer herding community in the South Sami area
of Sweden and Mattias Åhrén grew up in the Ohredahke Sami
reindeer herding community in northern Sweden. It is important
that research into Sami rights and law is undertaken with the
contribution of academics who are also members of the Sami
community because of the insight that they have into their own
communities as well as the academic legal world. Including such
researchers reduces the risk of the Sami communities feeling
that proposals for solutions to their problems are being imposed
upon them by outsiders. With the inclusion of so many Sami
researchers, this is not an accusation that could easily be made
against this book. Even those authors who do not have a Sami
background hail from all over the world, with contributions from
Canada and New Zealand, as well as the more expected Sweden,
Norway and Finland, and this gives a very positive and engaging
range of perspectives.
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While much of the book deals with the topic of its title, it
begins with two chapters which provide comparative insight,
first with Canada and second with New Zealand. Nigel Bankes,
Professor of Law at the University of Calgary, Canada, has writ-
ten a thoughtful chapter reflecting on the themes and discussions
found in the rest of the book from the perspective of a Canadian
lawyer. He provides some fascinating comparisons between
Scandinavia and Canada, concluding that the Scandinavian
courts are more open to international and customary law in
the area of indigenous rights than their Canadian counterparts
and that both Canada and Scandinavia still struggle with the
implications of the separation of powers between nation state
and the indigenous communities, in particular in relation to
reconciliation between the two communities.

Jacinta Ruru compares the experiences of the Sami people
with those of the Maori people of New Zealand. Ruru is an
expert in indigenous rights in New Zealand and is of Maori
descent. Her chapter provides a useful, albeit necessarily brief,
overview of the history of the issues faced by the Maori tribes
and their interactions with the European settlers in New Zealand.
She also considers the various similarities and differences
between the two people groups, looking at their ways of life,
in particular in relation to hunting, fishing and subsistence, their
concepts of property ownership, issues relating to elections, how
membership of the tribe or village is defined, and the legal
recognition of indigenous laws and customs.

These introductory chapters together provide an unusual
perspective, giving the reader a glimpse of the way in which
the issues faced by the Sami people are mirrored by those that
are being tackled by indigenous people all over the world. The
only criticism is that these introductory chapters are so short
that there is limited room for discussion. At times it felt like the
authors were able to do little more than indicate the issue without
having space to develop their arguments. The opening chapters
whet the appetite of the reader and I was left wishing that space
had been made available for further exposition.

The remainder of the book tackles the topic of its title.
Each of the chapters deals with different aspects of law relating
to the legal rights of the Sami people. The issues considered
include how membership of the Sami community is defined,
reindeer herders’ rights, the right to fish and the international
status of the Sami people. Some chapters cover the entire Sami
community while others concentrate on the Sami community
in one of Norway, Sweden or Finland. Space does not allow
a description of each chapter but an overview of some of the
chapters will give a flavour of the book as a whole.

In a fairly complex discussion, Kjell Å Modéer considers
the development of Sami law in the late 20th and early 21st
centuries, a period that he characterises as ‘late modernity’.
He argues that since the 1990s, there has been an increasing
level of acceptance of Sami rights and Sami law as well as a

change in the way that social attitudes, particularly in Sweden,
approach the issue of minority rights. He also considers the role
of reconciliation meetings between the Swedish church and the
Sami people. The chapter acknowledges that Sami culture and
Sami legal culture were both suppressed by being neglected by
the dominant culture in Norway, Sweden and Finland but finds
that this is now changing.

An article with a contrasting style (albeit arguably, in terms
of the impact of the laws of the nation state on the rights of
the Sami people, much the same as Modéer) by Kristina Labba
explains firstly the organisation and legislation surrounding
reindeer herding and secondly the role of the siida or family
herding group. Many customs, having developed around the
siidas as reindeer herders, rely on cooperation given the harsh
environment in which they undertake their difficult work. Labba
compares the different legislative arrangements for reindeer
herding in Sweden and Norway, demonstrating the ways in
which a lack of understanding about Sami culture has resulted
in laws being drafted that violated the Sami people’s property
and cultural rights. Labba argues that the customs of the siida
need to be better understood and to be reflected more accurately
in legislation so that the rights enjoyed by reindeer herders are
not extinguished.

The book concludes with a chapter examining the de-
velopment and future of Sami law as a field of knowledge.
Eva-Maria Svensson compares the formation of the field in the
late 20th century with the development of the field of gender legal
scholarship, arguing that they are similar because both provide a
‘critical perspective on mainstream legal culture’ and they both
challenge the way law is viewed by and for the majority. She
acknowledges that, because legal systems are so tightly linked to
the nation states that they serve, those who are excluded or have
little influence within the nation state, such as the Sami people
or other minorities, also find themselves unable to influence the
law. Svensson argues that a pluralistic legal system with Sami law
running in parallel to the national legal system may be useful for
the Sami people. Svensson’s novel and interesting ideas should
provide food for thought for all those engaged in this field.

This book has much to recommend it. Its wide range of
authors bring with them a vast array of expertise and know-
ledge, much of which is not readily accessible in English. The
contrasting styles and the different areas of Sami law considered,
as well as the treatment of the different Nordic nations and
the indigenous people of Canada and New Zealand, makes it
a fascinating read. It is not, however, a book for beginners: it
assumes a reasonable amount of knowledge about the region and
about the types of issues that affect indigenous people groups.
For anyone with a background or interest in such subjects, I
would recommend this book (Sarah Elizabeth Mackie, Harvard
Law School, 1563 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts, 02138, USA (smackie@mail.law.harvard.edu)).
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Let me start this book review with a confession: I am not a
historian. And many might think that therefore I might not be

the right person to review a book about Arctic history, Arctic
exploration, to be precise, and to be more precise, the search(es)
for the Northwest Passage(s). This might very well be and I am
consequently not able to comment on the historic accuracy of
Adriana Craciun’s extremely fascinating treatise on the nature
of Arctic perception. You may have noticed that I am using the
word ‘fascinating’. For this is what this book is, even to a scholar
of different disciplines than the author herself.
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