
In the first place, John Wycliffe’s metaphysical ultra-realism, for all its
consequent rejection of transubstantiation, is founded upon a perception
of the integrity of natural form – the bread as bread, the wine as wine – as
linked with an eternal exemplarity. In his own way, he wished to defend
both the integrity of the created body and an ontology of participation –
from which the standard theology of transubstantiation had come so far
adrift. In the second place, the Hussite demand for lay reception in both
kinds, along with frequent communion, sought to recover the Augustinian
link between the elements and the united congregation which a merely
moralising and individualising emphasis so profoundly threatened.
This monumental and comprehensive work will serve as an indispen-

sable resource for historians and theologians for years to come, and, given
the cultural and metaphysical centrality of the eucharist during this period,
and beyond, and the critical metaphysical shifts which followed in the later
Middle Ages, which this volume in part anticipates, this work may serve
as a pivotal compendium for reflections upon the history of intellectual
thought more generally.
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