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THE DIALECTIC OF CIVIL SOCIETY

by Lawrence Krader
Series: Dialectic and Society, Nr. 2 1977. 272 pages
Price: Dutch florins 55,00 cloth

In this book the history and dialectic of civil society are explored in outline.
Civil society is the society of opposed social classes and the state. Its history is
the history of the transition from social bondage to the formal freedom of labor
in society. The history of modern society, which is dominated by production of
capital, requires such a schema that arches over the histories of particular
societies that make it up, and is at once freed from the bondage to categories
of European history. For these reasons, negative and positive, the central
place is given to the history of civil society, both in reference to its base, the
Asiatic, servile and modern modes of production, and to the origin of state.
Bourgeois society is thus seen to be but a moment of the history of civil society,
whose theory Ibn Khaldun and Hegel foreshadowed. The book then has an
unitary burden, whose several aspects are examined in related essays. Most of
these appear for the first time in print.
contents: Preface; Introduction; On the dialectic of civil society; Agrarian
communism; Early history of the labour theory of value; On value; On the
dialectic of anthropology.

Available through your bookshop or directly from the publishers
VAN GORCUM — P.O. BOX 43 — ASSEN, The Netherlands
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