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Integral mean estimates for univalent and
locally univalent harmonic mappings

Suman Das® and Anbareeswaran Sairam Kaliraj

Abstract. We verify a long-standing conjecture on the membership of univalent harmonic mappings
in the Hardy space, whenever the functions have a “nice” analytic part. We also produce a coefficient
estimate for these functions, which is in a sense best possible. The problem is then explored in a new
direction, without the additional hypothesis. Interestingly, our ideas extend to certain classes of locally
univalent harmonic mappings. Finally, we prove a Baernstein-type extremal result for the function
log(h’ + cg’), when f = h + g is a close-to-convex harmonic function, and c is a constant. This leads
to a sharp coeflicient inequality for these functions.

1 Introduction

A central problem pertaining to the growth of univalent harmonic mappings is to
determine the exact range of p > 0 so that these functions belong to the harmonic
Hardy space h’. The early developments in this direction were due to Abu-Muhanna
and Lyzzaik [1], which were later improved by Nowak [17]. She proved sharp results
for the classes of convex and close-to-convex harmonic functions, and conjectured
an analogous range of p for the whole class Sy of normalized univalent harmonic
functions. The aim of this paper is to verify this conjecture for functions f € Sy with
an additional property. The main theorems and their implications are presented in
Section 2, while the proofs are given in Section 4. Section 3 contains results from the
literature that are useful for our purpose.

A function f analytic in the open unit disk D ={z: |z] <1} is of class H?
(0 < p < 00) if the integral means

1 2 X %
(7 |f(re’9)|Pde) . 0<p<oo,
r’ = 27T /O‘
Mp(r ) s |72, p=oo

remain bounded as r—1". The norm of a function fe H? is defined as
I f]lp =lim,1- My(r, f). Integral means and H? spaces play a fundamental role
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in studies concerning the growth of functions; we refer to the books [9, 14, 18] for a
detailed survey.

A harmonic function f in the unit disk has a unique representation f = h +,
where h, g are analytic functions in D with g(0) = 0. The function f is locally univalent
and sense-preserving if, and only if, the Jacobian J ;(z) = |h'(z)|* - |¢’(2)|* is positive
for all z € D. Let Sy be the class of all sense-preserving univalent harmonic functions
f in D, normalized by the conditions #(0) = g(0) = h’(0) — 1 = 0. Denote by Ky and
Cy the subclasses of Sy consisting of harmonic mappings onto convex and close-to-
convex regions, respectively. Let S% = {f =h+ge Sy:g'(0) =0}, K% =KuynSY,
and CY; = Cy n SY;. Two leading examples of univalent harmonic functions are the
harmonic Koebe function

o (55 ()

which maps D onto C\(-o0, -1/6], and the function

1) =12+ &0 - (55 )+ (255

(1-27) -2

which maps D onto the half-plane Re {w} > -1/2. It is obvious that K € C% and
Le Kg,. More details on univalent harmonic functions can be found in [6, 10].

A harmonic function f is said to be of class h? (0 < p < co) if | f||, < co. Let us give
an account of the problem considered in this paper. Every function f = h+ge Sy
admits the representation

(L1) h(z)=z+) a,z" and g(z) =) b,z".
n=2 n=1

Let us define a = sup feSu |az|. Then « has crucial influence in the growth of functions
in Sy (see [21] for an exposition). Interest in the boundary behavior of functions
f € Sy was initiated by Abu-Muhanna and Lyzzaik [1], who proved that f € h? for
p <1/(2a +2)2. Bshouty and Hengartner [5] proposed to find the exact range of
p > 0 for which f € h?. In [17], Nowak improved the range to p < 1/a?, and obtained
the sharp results that f € h? for p <1/2 (resp. p < 1/3) whenever f is a convex (resp.
close-to-convex) harmonic function. These observations led her to conjecture that if
f € Sy, then f € h? for p < 1/a. The conjecture seems challenging, and in the relatively
recent development [20], the authors verified it by confining interest to harmonic
quasiconformal mappings.

In this paper, we first give a relation between M,(r, f) and M,(r,h"), which
naturally allows us to check the boundedness of || ||, whenever &’ behaves “nicely”
As it turns out, this can be achieved by placing the simple restriction that h’ takes no
value infinitely often. An analytic function ¢ in D has valency m if ¢ takes no value
more than m times. More generally, let for a function ¢ analytic in D, W(R) denote
the area (regions covered multiply being counted multiply) of the image of D under
¢ that lies in the disk |w| < R. If W(R) < mnR? for all R > 0, where m is a positive
number, then we say that ¢ has mean valency m. This notion is due to Spencer, who
proved the following inequality on the integral means of such functions.
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Theorem A [22]  If f has mean valency m > 1, f(0) = 0, and p > 0, then
" ME (s,
Mg(r,f) < K[ Mds,
0 s
where K = K(m, p) is independent of f.

This result was initially proved by Prawitz (see [19, Theorem 5.1]) for univalent
functions.

Over the years, extremal problems on the growth of univalent functions have been
widely studied. Let 8 denote the class of univalent analytic functions f in D with
f(0) = f(0) =1 = 0. A seminal result in this direction is the following inequality of
Baernstein.

Theorem B [2] Iffe€8and0< p < oo, then

Mp(r, f) < Mp(r, k),
where k(z) = z/(1- z)? is the Koebe function.
Baernstein’s theorem was extended to derivatives by Leung [15] and Brown [4] for
certain subclasses of 8. We refer to [3, 12, 13, 16] for more problems of this type. In [12],

Girela obtained similar results for the functions log(f(z)/z). These functions appear
in the definition of logarithmic coefficients y, of a function f € §:

) :ZZYnZn
n=1

The logarithmic coeflicients were instrumental in de Branges’ proof of the Bieberbach
conjecture (see [8]). Girela’s work readily led to the sharp inequality

2

Z:b’n 37

an important estimate earlier obtained by Duren and Leung [11]. Interestingly, Girela
proved the following extremal result for close-to-convex functions.

Theorem C [12]  Let f € 8 be close-to-convex, and let 0 < p < 2. Then
M, (r,log ') < Mp(r,logk"),

where k is the Koebe function.

On the other hand, similar problems for harmonic functions remained unexplored
until very recently, when the present authors initiated the study of Baernstein-type
inequalities for harmonic functions.
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Theorem D [7] LetO<p<oo. Iff=h+geCY, then

My(r,h") <My(r,H') and My(r,g") < My(r,G").
For f = h+g € KY, we have

My(r,h") <M,(r,Hy) and My(r,g") < My(r,Gj).

The functions H, G and Hy, G, come from the harmonic functions K and L, respectively.

To explore the logarithmic coefficients in the setting of a harmonic mapping
f = h+g, itisnot feasible to consider f(z)/z, as this function need not be harmonic,
neither is the logarithm of a harmonic function defined in the literature. One cannot
consider the functions (h(z) + cg(z))/z (c constant) either, since h(z) + cg(z) may
have zeros at points other than the origin. Therefore, proceeding along the line of
Theorem C, the functions log(h’ + cg") seem to be the most natural choice.

Thus, we conclude the paper with a harmonic analogue of Girela’s result: we prove
that Theorem C remains true for the functions log(h’ + cg’), whenever f =h +gisa
close-to-convex harmonic function and cis a constant. This takes forward the authors’
earlier line of work in [7].

2 Main theorems and auxiliary results

As discussed, we start with the following simple but useful lemma, the proof of which
is just a slight modification of standard techniques.

Lemma 1 Let 0< p <1 Suppose f=h+g is a locally univalent, sense-preserving
harmonic function in D with f(0) = 0. Then

MI(r, f) < Cfor(r— $)PIME (s, 1) ds,

where C is a constant independent of f.

This, together with Theorem D, immediately give integral mean estimates for
convex and close-to-convex harmonic functions.

Corollary1 Let 0 < p <1, then we have the inequalities
r
My(r, f) < C[ (r- S)P_lMg(S,H,)dS, whenever f € Cy,
0

r
M,(r,f)<C f (r—s)P"'Mb (s, H)ds, whenever f € K.
0
Remark 1 The estimates for p > 1 for these classes are already obtained in [7]. It is
pertinent to mention that an elementary upper bound can be easily given in the case

of convex harmonic functions. If f = h + g is convex, it is well known [6, Theorem 5.7]
that h is close-to-convex, and |g(z)| < |h(z)|, z € D. Therefore, from [19, Theorem 5.1],
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Integral mean estimates for univalent and locally univalent harmonic mappings 659
we have

My (r, f) <2 Mb(r,h) < 2Pp for wds <2p forsP‘l(l —s5)7?ds.
The last integral is the incomplete beta function B(r; p,1 - 2p).

As a consequence of Lemma 1, we verify Nowak’s conjecture for certain functions
in Sy. Indeed, the result is true for a more general class of functions. Let us recall that
a family £ of harmonic functions in D is said to be linear invariant (see [21]) if for
every f = h + g € £, the functions

_f(e(2)) ~f(9(0)) .
o)== oywpryy > ¢ AP)
belong to £, where Aut(ID) denotes the set of analytic automorphisms of I. Our
result does not require univalence, and holds for any linear invariant class J{ of locally
univalent and sense-preserving harmonic functions (with usual normalizations), for
which a(3() = sup .4 || is finite. For the remainder of this paper, we preserve the
notation H to mean any such class of locally univalent harmonic functions.

Theorem 1 Let f = h+ g € Sy be such that h' has finite mean valency. Then f € h?
forp<1/a. If f € H and h' has finite mean valency, then f € h? for p <1/a(3).

Lemma I also leads us to the following coefficient bound for these functions.
Theorem 2 Suppose [ = h + g € Sy has series representation (1.1), and h' has finite

mean valency. Then |a,| and |b,| are O(n*™'), n =2,3,4,.... For f € H with h' having
finite mean valency, |a,| and |b,| are O(n"‘(%)‘l).

Remark 2 'This coefficient estimate for f € Sy is in a sense best possible. The
conjectured value of « is 3. Given this, Theorem 2 asserts that |a, | and |b,| are O(n?),
which is the same order as in the harmonic analogue of the Bieberbach conjecture [6].

The problem, even without the assumption of finite mean valency, can be explored
in another direction to produce a very interesting result. Since Sy is known to be
linear invariant, for f = h + g € Sy and any ( € D, the function

z+{
z) = m =A(z) +B(z) (zeD)
again lies in Sy. Let us write
A(z) =z +a, ()2 + a3 ()2 +---.
A customary computation gives

g
0@ = 3{a-um ) -},
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Since |a,({)| < a, we find that

hll(()
h'(¢)

C
<
1-|¢]

((eD),

for some positive constant C. However, this is the extreme bound on k" /h’ that a
function f =h+ g e Sy can possess. In general, it is reasonable to expect a large
subclass of Sy to have slightly restricted growth, or more precisely, to exhibit the

bound

h”(() . C
W1 a-1hF

(0<p<1).

The expression h''/h’ is of special interest in the theory of univalent functions.
For example, it appears in the definition of the Schwarzian derivative, as well as
in characterization results for certain geometric subclasses (e.g., convex and close-
to-convex). The growth condition on h”/h’ leads us to the following result on the
membership of univalent and locally univalent harmonic functions in the Hardy

space.

Theorem 3 Let f = h + g € Sy be such that

h”(z)
h'(z)

._¢
G

2.1)

forsome Bwith0 < 8 < 1. Then f € h? for p < 2(1—- ) /. Analogously,if f =h+geH

satisfies the growth estimate (2.1), then f € h? for p < 2(1- B)/a(H).

Finally, we prove Girela’s result (Theorem C) in the setting of harmonic functions.

Theorem 4 Suppose 0 < p <2 and f = h +g € C},. Then, for any constant ¢ € D, we

have
M, (r,log(h" +cg')) < M,(r,log(H + G")).

The bound is sharp.

Like logarithmic coefficients in the case of analytic functions, it is interesting
to study the power series coefficients of log(h'(z) + cg’(z)). Suppose log(h'(z) +

cg'(2)) = Xp2 Anz". Then Theorem 4 has the following implication.

Corollary 2 For f = h + g € CY, we have the sharp inequality

|M2<14nz
A

M8

n

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. 29 Sep 2024 at 00:16:08, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use.


https://www.cambridge.org/core

Integral mean estimates for univalent and locally univalent harmonic mappings 661
3 Preliminaries

Definition1[2]  For areal-valued function g(x) integrable over [-, 7], the Baern-
stein star-function is defined as

g (0)=sup [ g(x)dx (0<0<m),
|E|=26 Y E

where |E| is the Lebesgue measure of the set E € [, 7].
The following properties of the star-function are due to Leung [15].

Lemma A Forg, hel'[-m 7]
[g(6) +h(6)]" <" (8) + h™(6).

Equality holds if g, h are both symmetric in [—m, ] and nonincreasing in [0, 7].
Lemma B If g h are subharmonic functions in D and g is subordinate to h, then for
each rin (0,1),

g (re'?y <h*(re'®), 0<O<m

Lemma C Ifp(z) = e'P + piz + --- is analytic and of positive real part in D, then

1+re?
1-rei?

(10g|P(fe"9))*£(1og ) , 0<O<m

An important feature in the proof of Lemma C is that a rotation factor does not
affect the star-function. This observation will be suitably deployed in our work.

Definition 2 [12] A domain D in C is said to be Steiner symmetric if its intersection
with each vertical line is either empty or a segment placed symmetrically with respect
to the real axis.

The next result by Girela is crucial in the proof of Theorem 4.

Lemma D [12] Let F and F be analytic in D and satisfy:

() F(0)=5(0) =0,

(i) (ReF)*<(ReF)*inD*={zeD: Imz> 0},

(iii) m%l ReF(z) < m%l ReF(z) < m%xRe F(z) < m%xRe F(z2),

(iv)  F is univalent and F (D) is a Steiner symmetric domain.
Then, for 0 < p <2,

[ s [ igepas.
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4 Proofs
4.1 Proof of Lemma 1

In what follows, C will denote a positive constant that is not necessarily the same at
each occurrence. Let |V f| = (|h'|? + |g'|*)"/2. For 0 < r, < r, <1, we have

(r2e) = fne®)| = | [ S ree
< [ ”
V2 [T e+ lg () ar
SCY (T
<V(r-n) sup [Vf(te).

r1<t<ry

e'On(te'?) + e“’g’(te“’)‘ dt

Since f is sense-preserving, i.e., |g'(z)| < |h’(z)| for every z € D, we find that
|V (te )] < W' (1e’®)| +|g'(1e')| < 2|’ (t')].
Therefore,
1 o . .
MY (ra, ) = ME(ruf) < 5= [T 1f(r2e™) = f(ne )0
3p/2 1 o Y
< 2%/ (rz—rl)p—f sup |h'(te'”)|] de.
2w Jo r<t<r
An appeal to the Hardy-Littlewood maximal theorem gives
1 2 , i0 P » ,
— sup |h'(te'”)|| dO0 < CM,(r2,h"),
2m Jo r<t<r,
so that
(41) Mg(rz,f) —Mg(rl,f) < C(Tz_rl)p Mg(rz,h’).

Let 0 < r < 1bearbitrary,andlet r, = r(1-27"),n = 0,1,2,.... Clearly, M, (0, f) = 0
as f(0) = 0. Using (4.1), we find that

n+l

M}’a)(rnﬂ)f) = I(Z::I [Mﬁ(mf) - Mg(rk—bf)]

n+l

<C Z(rk - rk—l)ng(rk, h,)
k=1
n+1

=C Y (k=) (r =) My (ri, B,
k=1
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since 7, — r¢_; = 27Xr = r — r1.. We now let n — oo and obtain
r
P ~1psP
My(r,f)<C [o (r—s)P""M, (s, h")ds
by means of Riemann integration.

4.2 Proof of Theorem 1

Let1/(a+1) < p <land f € Sy. We may choose r, =1-27" in the proof of Lemma
1 to obtain

(42) 1< C [ a5y Mh(s, s

whenever the integral is finite. We break the integral in two parts, to separately deal
with possible complications around 0 and 1. For example, let us write

(4.3) If15 < C[/:M(l—s)lefj(s, h')ds + /Ul(l—s)Pflej(s,h')ds

Throughout our computations, the constants will be denoted by C, K, etc., and they
need not be the same at each occurrence. We do this for convenience, as constants do
not affect our purpose.

We appeal to Theorem A for an estimate of Mg (s, h"). Since h' is finitely mean
valent, so is zh'. Therefore, we have

(4.4) Mb(s,zh") <K / M

It is known (see [10, p. 98]) that

(1+r)*t

(4.5) Mee(rH) €

This, together with (4.4), implies
K s rp-1
P / - -
(4.6) Mp(s,h)sspfo T

For s <1/4,
K v+ P! Ky V4 K
P _ M p-1 22
Mp(s,h") < sP/ (1—r)(“+1)PdrSsP[o r drssp (asp<1).
For s > 1/4,
K ri4 rb! K rs rb1
P - [
M (5 W ) SP f (1_ r)(a+1)p dr + sP f1/4 (1_r)(a+1)p dr

Ky KISL
T osp 3 1/4 (1 - r)(atD)p
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_K K; ] )
I (a+1)p-1 [(1—5)(‘”1)1)—1 K‘*] (asp>1/(a+1))
K2 KS

- 57 + (1 _S)(zxﬂ)p—l'

Substituting these bounds in (4.3), we see that

1/4 1 dS
”pr <G / s ( )p ds + C; f/ s P( _S)P_lds + G, /
0

ja (1—s)pe
1 1 ds
s [l [t
o * (1=5)"ds + G 1/4 (1—s)Pe

The first integral is the beta function B(1 - p, p) and converges for every p € (0,1).
The second integral is finite for p < 1/a. Therefore, f € h? for p <1/a.
To prove the result for f € I, we just need to establish the bound

(1+7)e0-1

Moo(f’,h ) < W.

The argument presented here is well known (see, for example, [10, p. 98]), and will be
useful in the later results. Since  is linear invariant, for any ¢ € D, the function

()@ T en

S aopw AR EE) (EeD)
is in H. We write

Az) = z+ay()2 + a3 ()2’ + -,

so that

ax(() - {( 1P

Since |a,({)| < a(H), we find that

2 _ " 2
2r* = 2ra(XH) <Re zh"(2) < 2r% + 2ra(XH)
1-12 h'(z) 1-12

h"(Q) _ }
h'(¢)

(I =),

which is equivalent to

Zoc(fH)
1-72

2 flogl' (re)y < 222400,

Now we integrate from 0 to r to reach the estimate

(1 )a(iH) 1 (1+r)a(}()—1

(4.7) m_lh( )I—m-

The rest of the proof follows through an identical argument, and the details are
omitted.
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4.3 Proof of Theorem 2

We see that

<r " My(r, h').

(n+Dlayu| =

Lf n(z) dz
271 Jigf=r z"+!

We see from (4.6), for p =1, that

K rr ds K
M (r, S—f < ,
1(r ) rJo (I-s)*1 ™ r(1-r)

for some absolute constant K which varies through occurrences. Therefore,

K
(l’l + 1)|a,,+1| < m.

The function on the right-hand side attains a minimum at r = (n +1)/(n +1+ ).
With this choice of 7, we obtain

a n+l
(n+1)]au| < K(l + —) (n+1+a)* <K(n+1)%
n+l1
Therefore, replacing n + 1 by n,

la,| < Kn*'.

Using a similar argument, one can show that |b,,| < Kn®"'. The proof for the second
part of the theorem is identical, except for « suitably replaced by a(F).

4.4 Proof of Theorem 3
The Hardy-Stein identity (see [19, p. 126]) for the function k' implies that
2 27 . .
d [r%M}f(r, h’)] SB[ ey (e

dr

Since M g (r, ") is a (strictly) increasing function of r, we have

ng(r,h') > 0.

dr
Therefore,

d2 MP h, <p2 2n h, i0y[p-2 h” i0 2d6

ML) < - R (e )P (re))
p2 /-271 , i0 h//(reie) 5
= h Pl-——2|%do
21 Jo [ (re™)| ' (reif)
i r (1+p)er 2
<o : d6  (by (4.5
“2n Jo (1—1’)("‘“)1’ (1—1’)2[; (Y( ))

< K
= (1 _ r)(a+1)p+2ﬁ ’
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for some positive constant K, which is not the same in subsequent occurrences.
Integrating twice from 0 to s (s < 1), we arrive at the estimate

K
y4 /
MP (S’ h ) < (1 _ S)(a+1)p+2ﬁ—2 :

Thus, an appeal to (4.2) gives

1 1 ds
» Y Y T
HfHPSCfO (1-s) Mp(s,h)dSSCfO =5y

The last integral converges for ap + 28 — 1 < 1, or equivalently, p < 2(1 — 8)/a. There-
fore, f € h? for p < 2(1- ) /a.

The proof for f € H is similar, one only needs to replace a by a(H), wherever
applicable.

4.5 Proof of Theorem 4

Let 0 < r < 1and write
F(z) =log(h'(rz) + cg'(rz)), F(z) =log(H'(rz) + G'(rz)).

Clearly, F(0) = F(0) = 0. Lemma 4 of [23] implies that there exist real numbers y, 6y
and an analytic function Q(z) with positive real part, such that

Re {Q(z) [ie'® (1-2%) (e "*h'(e'z2) + e g (e'P2))]} >0, zeD.
Let
P(z) = Q(2) [ieieO (1 - zz) (e‘i"h'(ei"“z) + ei"g’(ei‘g“z))] .

Without any loss of generality, we may assume |Q(0)| = 1, so that |P(0)| = 1. Since
Q(z) has positive real part, so does 1/Q(z). The dilatation w(z) = g'(2)/h’(2)
satisfies w(0) = 0 and |w(z)| < 1 for all z € D. We see that

log|h'(e'%z) + cg’(e'%2)| = log|P(2)| + log +log

1-22

1
Q(2)

+log +log|l + cw(e'z)|.

In view of Lemmas A-C, we have for z € D*,
(log|h'(2) + cg'(2)])* < (1og

+ (log

1+ e2itw(eifoz)
1+z 1+z
1-

1
z) +(0g l—z)

* 1 * .
) +(10g1 ) + (logll+2])",
-z

1-22
which implies

(1+2)?
(1-2)*

(logl'(2) + cg'(2)))* < (log ) - (log|H'(2) + G'(2)))"
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i.e, (ReF)* < (ReF)*. For f = h + g € C%, the function f + cf € Cy for every con-
stant ¢ € D. Also, it is known that Cy is linear invariant and a(Cp) = 3. Therefore,
(4.7) leads to the inequalities

(1+7)?

(1—1’)2 ’ i / i
L <|W (re'®) + cg'(re'?)| < a=n

so that

minRe F(z) < minRe F(z) < maxRe F(z) < maxRe F(z).
zeD zeD zeD zeD

That F is univalent and F(ID) is a Steiner symmetric domain can be proved using an
argument similar to the one presented in [12, Lemma 1], we include the details below
for the convenience of the reader. Therefore, the proof of the theorem is completed
through an appeal to Lemma D. Since the harmonic Koebe function K = H + G € CY,
the sharpness can be seen by letting ¢ - 1°.

Proposition 1 Let §(z) =log(H'(2) + G'(z)). Then § is univalent and G(D) is a
Steiner symmetric domain.

Proof TFor 0 < r <1, we see that

1+re'?
1-rei®

Re G(re'?) = log 2log

—
[1-rei|?

Thus, Re G(re’?) is symmetric with respect to 6 on [-7, 7], and strictly decreases
on [0, 77]. It is easy to see that Im G(re’®) > 0 in 0 < 6 < 7, because the same holds
for log (1/(1- 2)?) and log((1+z)/(1-z)). Also, §(re™*?) = G(re?). Therefore,
is injective on |z| = r and hence the argument principle implies that G is univalent
in |z| < r. Finally, § maps {|z| = 7} onto a simple closed curve, which is symmetric
with respect to the real axis, with decreasing real part for 6 increasing from 0 to 7.
This shows that G(|z| < r) is a Steiner symmetric domain. As this is true for every
r € (0,1), the desired conclusion follows. [

Remark 3  The restriction 0 < p < 2 in Theorem 4 is imposed by Lemma D. In other
words, we do not know if Theorem 4 remains valid for p > 2.

4.6 Proof of Corollary 2

Letlog(H'(2z) + G'(2)) = X2, cu2". Through a routine computation, we see that

2=

n

For p = 2, Theorem 4 gives

oo oo
Z|An|2r2n32|cn|2r2n-
n=1 n=1
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Letting r — 1, we obtain

oo oo 14 2
S <Y feal = .
n=1 n=1 3

The sharpness follows from Theorem 4.
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