
Obituary

of medicine in ancient Egypt before his death at the early age of fifty-three in
March 1956. He did not visit Egypt until 1939, when he was thirty-six, and he
became so fascinated with the remains of its ancient civilization that on his return
to Brussels he embarked on a course of study with Jean Capart, Director of the
Queen Elizabeth Foundation for Egyptology. It was Capart who persuaded him to
concentrate on the medical aspects of Egyptology, and the result was three authori-
tative books* and a host of papers. The third of his important monographs on
Egyptian medicine has just been published by the Foundation, whose Director did
so much to launch Dr. Jonckheere on his second specialty. From a study of the extant
papyri Jonckheere assembled sufficient material on the medical practitioners of
ancient Egypt to compile what is almost a biographical dictionary. It is astonishing
that so many personal names have surived with some indication of the medical
offices which they filled. A valuable feature of this erudite work is the references to
the reproductions of portraits to be found in archaeological books and journals.

F. N. L. P.

Obituary
JOHN RITCHIE, M.D., F.R.C.P.Ed., D.P.H. (1882-1959)

DR. JOHN RITCHIE died in Edinburgh on 24 December 1959. He was a distin-
guished medical historian who frequently contributed to the pages of Medical History,
his last being a paper on James Henrysoun, Chirurgian to the Poore, published post-
humously (January I960). Keenly interested in all aspects of medical history, his
especial interest was in plague and he made many important contributions on this
subject. For several years he was engaged in a history of plague in Scotland, a work
he completed shortly before his death. As editor of the Caledonian Medical Journal
from 1933 until it ceased publication in 1939, Dr. Ritchie maintained the high level
of historical articles for which this journal was renowned. His Histoty of the Laboratoty
ofthe Royal College ofPhysicians ofEdinburgh (I953) was a fitting tribute to an institution
from which so much original work had emanated.
With his old friend, Dr. Douglas Guthrie, he founded the Scottish Society of the

History of Medicine in i948, serving as its President from I95I-4. He seldom missed
a meeting and invariably contributed to the proceedings, and to the energy and
guidance of these two men the success and standing of the Society are largely due.
His love for and knowledge ofbooks was profound and the Royal College ofPhysicians
of Edinburgh acknowledged this in fill measure when he was elected its Honorary
Librarian. Ritchie possessed the Oslerian touch in the way he caressed the tomes
written by the old masters ofmedicine ofwhom he spoke as ifhe had known each one
personally.

For all his knowledge and accomplishments Dr. Ritchie remained a humble man,
beloved by all who knew him and we miss him sorely in the Society.
Nullum quod tetigit non ornavit.
La MJdcinw Ig.ptiem. No. i. Une maladie igyPtine; lhim4turie parasitaire, i94. No. 2. Lepapyrus

nidical Chester Beatg, I947. No. 3. Les nidedins de LEgPharaoEypt; essai de prosoPographie, 1958,
pp. 172, 24 plates. All published by Fondation Egyptologique Reie Elizabeth, Parc du minquantenaire,
Bruxeles.
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