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Ethiopian Episode, by Leslie Brown. Country Life, 42s.
In a brief postcript to this book, the author remarks—"It will still be a

long up-hill haul to conserve wildlife in Ethiopia, but the position is much
more encouraging today (1%5) than it was when 1 made my expedition
to Semien and Bale in late 1963".

That this should be so—and no-one who has read Leslie Brown's forth-
right as well as highly entertaining story would attribute to him a tendency
to wishful thinking—is not least due to the expeditions he so vividly
describes, following closely as they so fortunately did on the first approaches
of IUCN, FIAO and UNESCO.

These expeditions were directed primarily to a reconnaissance of two of
the "specialities" of the Ethiopian fauna, the walia ibex and the mountain
nyala. Both these magnificent animals have had to be included in the
IUCN Survival Service Commission's "Red Book" of endangered species,
but information about them was out of date and unreliable, and it is
now accepted that a status survey is a prerequisite of effective measures
for the conservation of a species. When it can be carried out by someone
with Leslie Brown's sharp eye for the whole environment, the purposes of
conservation are well served indeed.

Few naturalists have penetrated far into the wide and attractive spaces
between Ethiopia's main lines of communication (for some stretches of
which the term 'road' is still apparently somewhat complimentary). It is
particularly enjoyable and exciting, therefore, to be able in this book to
accompany one so skilled at presenting the scene with pen and camera,
sharing only vicariously the discomforts and frustrations, yet savouring to
the full the delight of discovery and achievement. The door of the Ethiopian
wildlife treasure house is opened for an enviable view of its diminished
but still spectacular contents—ibex and nyala, Semien fox, Gelada baboon
and colobus, lammergeier and eagle owl, wattled crane and wattled ibis,
and many another jewel in its superb setting. We may indeed hope that the
custodians of these treasures will not allow them to be eroded away or
thoughtlessly lost, but will take pride in safeguarding and making them
available for the admiration of the world.

HUGH F. I. ELLIOTT.

Samba and the Monkey Mind, by Leonard Williams. Bod ley
Head, 21s.

Having kept woolly monkeys myself, I know how delightful these South
American prehensile-tailed species can be, and my pleasure at being asked
to review this book was more than doubled when I had read Leonard
Williams' account of his little colony kept under the only conditions likely
to produce health, vigour and really natural activities. The author is a
musician; and whatever the world of music has gained from his skill the
world of animal behaviour studies has lost—or has it?—for this is one
of the best books about "captive animals" I have ever read. It contains
everything that such a work should include: acute ooservation, sane
interpretation of what has been noted, and a true sympathy with the
animal mind unspoiled by sentimentality. It is also truly scientific in the
best sense of the word, even though there are welcome touches of humour
throughout. Some of the author's views may upset the theorists, but that
is sometimes to the good. If only all our behaviour pundits could write
as clearly and with such an absence of jargon, all who are truly interested
in what animals do, and why, would profit. Mr. Williams is a little hard
on zoos, perhaps, for the best of them are going forward on the very lines
he himself advocates, but some of his comments on menagerie management
of monkeys are justified.

All serious students of animal behaviour, and all who teach this complex
subject, should read this absorbing account of Samba and her companions.
But one final word of caution: with the present day accent on conservation,
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