
Mozambique at a Fork in the Road

Few countries have experienced as many political and economic 
changes as Mozambique. A vast and diverse country, it faced a partic-
ularly difficult start after a long period of colonial dominance followed 
by a deadly war that formally ended only in 1992. However, despite 
impressive growth after multiparty elections, Mozambique’s pattern of 
growth is fragmented, not sustainable and non-inclusive. Investigating 
the deep factors that undermine economic development, Mozambique 
at a Fork in the Road offers an insightful analysis of the historical and 
political context of Mozambique and its institutional constraints to 
economic development. It examines sectors that are critical for sus-
tainable growth, such as agriculture, that receive low priority, and the 
frequent shocks in strategic policy that result in the absence of a clear 
national development vision. Building on a core set of thematic chap-
ters, this compelling diagnostic tool provides a thorough and structured 
approach to understanding institutional dimensions of development. 
This title is also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.
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The Institutional Diagnostic Project

A suite of case-study monographs emerging from a large research program on the role of 
institutions in the economics, and the political economy of development in low- income 
countries, supported by a synthesis volume of the original case studies. This program 
was funded by the United Kingdom’s Foreign and Commonwealth Development Office 
during a period of six years, during which program researchers had regular interactions 
with its staff, either directly or through Oxford Policy Management (the lead managing 
organisation).
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UNU World Institute for Development Economics Research (UNU-WIDER) was established 
by the United Nations University as its first research and training centre and started 
work in Helsinki, Finland, in 1985. The mandate of the institute is to undertake applied 
research and policy analysis on structural changes affecting developing and transitional 
economies, to provide a forum for the advocacy of policies leading to robust, equitable, and 
environmentally sustainable growth, and to promote capacity strengthening and training in 
the field of economic and social policy-making. Its work is carried out by staff researchers 
and visiting scholars in Helsinki and via networks of collaborating scholars and institutions 
around the world.
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