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Hampstead in February 1769. The dispensary was opened at No. 7 Red
Lion Square, Holborn, on Monday, 24 April 1769. The speed with which
the proposals were carried out says much both for the response of the public
and for the determination of its founder. Not only was this the beginning of
the dispensary movement, but also, as Still wrote in his History of Paediatrics
(p. 416), ‘the most important step ever taken in this country towards the
care of sick children’, and it is good to know that a document so intimately
connected with that historic event has at last been found, and is in the safe
keeping of the Wellcome Library.

A SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY OXFORD
LICENCE TO PRACTISE MEDICINE

By K. F. RUSSELL, m.s., F.R.A.G.S.
Reader in Medical History, University of Melbourne

From their earliest commencements the Universities of Oxford and
Cambridge have issued licences and degrees in medicine under Statutes
which, with minor alterations, remained in force until the nineteenth
century. So far as London was concerned, an Act of 3 Henry VIII, c.11,
passed in 1511 was directed towards the control of the practice of medicine
and surgery and directed that, except for the graduates of Oxford and
Cambridge, all other practitioners must be licensed, after examination, by
the Bishop of London. Later, when the Royal College of Physicians was
founded they were empowered to license physicians, but the Bishop of
London continued to be a licensing body until 1725. Many of those who
apphed to the Bishop of London had been in practlce elsewhere, some were
in possession of degrees from foreign universities, but a number received
their licence on most slender certification.

In Oxford the Statutes laid down a long theoretical course for their
medical graduates, for they had to graduate in Arts before going on to
Medicine. Under the Statuta Antiqua the course for a Bachelor of Arts lasted
for three years with a further three years’ study before he received his
Master of Arts degree. After obtammg his M.A. the candidate could then
proceed to study medicine, and it was possible for him to obtain his degree
of Bachelor of Medicine three years later, but if he wished to take his
Doctorate a total period of study of fourteen years was required. The
necessity for having the M.A. was not infrequently waived.

66

https://doi.org/10.1017/50025727300020780 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0025727300020780

//doi.org/10.1017/50025727300020780 Published online by Cambridge University Press



https://doi.org/10.1017/S0025727300020780

https://doi.org/10.1017/50025727300020780 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0025727300020780

https://doi.org/10.1017/50025727300020780 Published online by Cambridge University Press



https://doi.org/10.1017/S0025727300020780

https://doi.org/10.1017/50025727300020780 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0025727300020780

Texts and Documents

A candidate could, however, obtain a licence to practise either medicine
or surgery some time after taking his Arts degree, without proceeding to
Bachelor of Medicine, and on the recommendation of the Regius Professor,
separate licences being issued for either medicine or surgery. In 1636 the
Statuta Antiqua were replaced by those of Archbishop Laud, and under these
the regulations for medicine were slightly altered, and some of the older
ones more rigidly enforced. In the new Statutes a candidate must be in
possession of his M.A. before doing medicine and must be a Bachelor of
Medicine before he could obtain a licence. As well as the Regius Professor,
all the Doctors of Medicine within the University had to certify their
approval of the applicant. It would appear that the candidate could apply
for his licence at about the same time as he took his Bachelor’s degree.
The licence which he obtained enabled him to practise medicine, or
surgery, anywhere in England. The training which the graduate received
certainly gave him a broad education, but so far as medicine was concerned
it was entirely theoretical; and it was possible for him to graduate without
ever having seen a patient, for the practical aspect of his profession was
ignored. His practical training came after graduation in the hard school of
experience. Because of the length of study laid down by the University, it is
only natural that the number of graduates in any one year was small.

It would seem that very few of these Oxford licences have survived, and
the opportunity is therefore taken to describe one in the possession of the
author which was issued in 1658. The document is written on a vellum sheet
measuring I11{ X9f inches with the dependant seal of the University.
The seal, which measures g X 1§ inches, is that granted to Oxford early in
the fourteenth century, and is probably an impression from the original
matrix. The seal was broken when first obtained, but was repaired by the
Public Records Office, London; with the missing portion added, its inscrip-
tion reads:

SIGILL. C[AN]JCELLARI[I: ET UNIVERSITAT]IS
OXONIENS

The text of the document is as follows:

Cancellarius Magistri et Scholares Universitatis Oxon Dilecto nobis in
Christo Guilielmo Turges Baccalaureo in Facultate Medicinae e collegio
Wadhami intra Universitatem praedictam Salutem in Domino sempi-
ternam. Cum omnia nostra studia consilia et actiones ad Dei gloriam et
Fratrum salutem referri debeant; cumque Medicina ad haec inter
reliquas facultates plurimum conserat: Hinc est quod Nos Cancellarius
Magistri et Scholares antedicti (pro ea opinione quam de scientia tua
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vitaeque et morum integritate habemus) liberam tibi tenore praesentium
concedimus potestatem at facultatem practicandi in Medicina et ea
omnia faciendi quae ad eam spectant facultatem ubivis per Universam
Angliam in perpetuam duraturam. In quorum omnium maiorem fidem
et plenius testimonium Sigillum Universitatis Oxon commune quo
hac in parte utimur Praesentibus apponi fecimus. Datum in domo
Nostrae Congregationis vicesimo septimo die Mensis Julii Anno Domini
Millesimo Sexcentesimo Quinquagesimo Octavo.

TRANSLATION

We the Chancellor, Masters and Scholars of the University of Oxford
give everlasting greetings in the Lord to William Turges, Bachelor in the
Faculty of Medicine, of Wadham College in this University, beloved to us
in Christ. Whereas all our studies, plans and actions should be related
to the Glory of God and the wellbeing of our brothers and since Medicine
among the other Faculties greatly contributes to this: Therefore we the
aforesaid Chancellor, Masters and Scholars (in view of the opinion which
we have of your knowledge and the integrity of your life and character)
have granted you free power and permission, within the sense of this
present document, to practise Medicine and of doing all those things
relating to that permission, which is to last forever, anywhere in the
whole of England. For the greater assertion and fuller testimony of all
which we have caused the Common Seal of the University of Oxford,
which we use for this purpose, to be set on the present document. Given,
in the house of our Congregation, on the twenty-seventh day of the
month of July in the year of Our Lord one thousand six hundred and
fifty-eight.

William Turges (6. 1630) of Upavon, Wiltshire, was admitted to
Wadham College on 7 September 1649, at the age of nineteen. He matricu-
lated on 14 November 1650, obtained his degree of Bachelor of Arts on
4 February 1652-53, and his Master of Arts on 22 June 1655. He then
studied medicine, obtained his degree of Bachelor of Medicine on 22 July
1658, and, as we have seen, was issued with his licence to practise five days
later. He was admitted a Fellow of Wadham College on 20 October 1654,
acted as Bursar 1657-58 and was elected Dean on 10 August 1660. He
remained at the college until 1661, after which date his name no longer
appears in the list of Fellows. Some time after 1661 Turges went to Bristol,
for on the back of his licence are the endorsements that it was examined by
Robert Blenkarne in that city on 23 October 1679, and again on 2 October
1682. The date of his death is not known.
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Lectures on the Elements of Farriery, 1793
(See page 40)
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