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l\71~ile it is 131-obable that 1110st \\-ell itiEoriiled people know in a vague, 
lllisty way that the emblem of tllc sacred I~eetle, held in high veneratioll by the 
ancient Egyptians, is ide~itifiablc ill sollle n.ay with tlie religious beliefs of  that 
people, yet it is rather unusual to find any one 1\-11o is able readily to give a clear 
explanatio~l of the significance of the device. Perhaps tliis is due ill some degree 
to the great vai-iation of dcsigii and the consequent elelllent of uncertainty ~vhich 
has existed allloiig some I.:gytologists as to the   no st- pro11ahle inenning of this 
syl~ibol. 111 view of this uilcertaiiit\-, and of the perennial lluii~ali iiiterest attached 
to tliis nlatter, it is proposed here to 1-?vie]\- vel-y briefly sot~lc of tlie most readily 
available data relating to the subject. 

I n  Egypt the little ohjects o f  stone, pottery, clnerald, green feldspar, oh- 
sidiau, or other n~aterial, carved illto various forills represeiitative of a beetle, and 
engi-aven around the circuniference or upon the bases with various devices, 
orliaiilental or liieroglyphic in cliaracter, nlay be considered as  aillong the most 
coml~io~i  objects of ar t  which have colne do\\-11 to us fi-oll~ antiquity, and they 
invariably excite the interest of tlie i i~ost casual traveler ill tliat ancient laud. 
There is il~ucli variety displayed in the forill of these, as sorue are buttoil-shaped, 
others are cylindrical, with or x~ i tho t~ t  a ring of gold or silver around the edge, 
while one for111 colisiderahly used in Egyptian religions, especially upon the 
~iiunimics of the period of the Ken, King-dol11, appears TI-ith outstretched wings or 
bearing the head and horns of a ram. 

The great nlajority of the elnhlellls 11o~z-ever are shaped to represent a beetle 
of tlie Coleoptero~~s fanlily Scarabaeidae, and this form is universally kilo\\-n as 
"the Scarab". I t  lias heen nanied For the black beetle, Afcuclzzls snccr, the nietallic 
colored Scnrabaczts A c g j ~ p t i o r z l ~ i i ,  or related species nurlierous ill the Mediter- 
raiieall countries, and especially conLinon in Egypt. l'hese are closely related to 
the American C n ~ l t l z v ~ l  Zncvis I h u - y ,  often see11 along couiltry roads and patliways, 
rolling tiny balls of excremcntitous niatter from place to place, hence popularly 
known in this coui~ti-y as "the tumble-bug". 

The Egyptian nailie of the insect "kheperer." "lihepai-i:" or "khopi(r)." 
signified "become" or "create," liliewise the sul>staiitive "plienoll~enoi~" or "iiiar- 
vel". I n  the form of "kheperi" the e~nhlem was dedicated to tlie sun-god at  
Heliopolis, and fro111 tlie telnplc a t  that place caluc the colossal granite scarab 
now ill tlie 131-itisll Muscuin. It was I~elicrctl l ~ y  the Egyptians that no Eemalc 
of the species existed 11ut that the illale, cotltravening tlie laws of getieratioii, 
hililself produced tlie egg a11d by his own act perpetuated the existe~lce of the 
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species, therefore the scarab became a type of self-begotten deities a i ~ d  in par- 
ticular of tlie god Kheperi \vho typified the 1-isit~g sun. 

111 Egypt soillc of these little elrlbleills wel-e used as alnulets, others were 
used as seals, while still others, like nledals, a-ere ~i iade  to con~li~emorate historical 
cveilts. \T7e are informed by Egyptologists that tlie sail of that country literally 
teeills with theill. They are often tu r~ led  up while ploughiilg, and iilllilense yuan-' 
titics have been f o u l ~ d  1)y antic1u;lries. uilder a variety of conditions, in thousailds 
of tombs, especially those located along the hanks of the Xile fro111 ,4s\van to 
El  Aria11 atid A41exandria. 

Curiously enough, the range in date o i  these little scarabs appears to be 
g-I-catel- :!la11 that o i  an!- other class o i  inscribed ~iionu~:ietlt ; seine of the older of 
then1 appearing to go 1,zcl; to tile very da~\-n  ~i historq-. T o  the data gleaned 
from inscriptions 011 >uch scaral~-; T{g!-1)tologists are indchted for the possession o f  
i n ~ ~ c l i  i!lfornlatioll of gse:~t va111c regarding t l ~ e  enrliei- dynasties. Further,  they 
;~f?orc! valuahle clues to the st~tdeiit of ancient ar t  in that they illustrate variations 
ill styles during the tliffere~it reigns and the ii~scriptions furnish facts of great 
value I-egarding c~~stol l l s  and Ilianliers o i  the people in those far  away times. 
1'1-ohably the most intci-csting zrllcl vaiu:ll)le of all the scaral~s are  those bearing the 
~-o!;ll arms of the v:~rious d\,tlasties. Various faniotts r~t lers  were mentionecl in 
tlresc inscl-iptions upon scal-ahs of n date l o i ~ g  sul)seclucnt to the periods of their 

, , ].rig-11. I hese I-ange fro111 Cheops of the 1 Vth to the elid of tlie XXVI th  dynasty. 
1 )llrilix 11-(1 reign of Allllcilopl~is 111 ahout 1-1-50 P'. C.. a large iitunber colmprisii~g 
i l l  all l i \e  \-n1-ietirs O F  iine large sc:~ral)i 1vi.1-e e i l g i - ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  alld a11 TVCI-e inscri1)etl 

' \\.it11 nanles of this I,i~ig ::III! his c1uren 'I'ai;~ ant1 t l~osc  o i  her ~)al-en~age-the lattei- 
j)ossil:l>- 11ossessii1g n ~ ~ . h i ~ : ~ s i c a l  intel-cst z:s n sitle light Eroni lioary antiquity upon 
the mind of the etei-n;~l fen~inine. 

I t  is to he expected that tliese Egyp~ia l l  seal-abs \vould be carried in trade 
to 111ost of tlie near by countries. hence, it is not relnarlcahle that they are fo111id 
ill occasio~ial liulllbers on lilost of the islands and shores of the eastern iVTeditel-- 
!-anean, of Mesopotalnia, and of C>rcece. 'The scarabs and their meaning ~vel-c. yvel! 
I i l l i r l ~ ~ ~ ~  to the Jewish people and the referelice in Hab.  2 : I I  translated as "beani" 
in the 161 I Authorized Version of the Hihie has been interpreted in the Sep- 
luagellt and TTulgate as "Scarabneus". T h e  forills of the Egyptian scarab have 
inspii-ed sonic of the finest F , t rusca~~  geiils of tlie sixth and fifth centuries B. C. 
and they haye sttggestcd sol~le reniarkahle and interesting forgeries ill more recent 
?-ears. 

As there has been a great deal of discussio~l of the origin and ilieanings 
(!i the deviccs of son?e of these scarabs, so there has been, as is usually the case, 
the utillost variation of opi~iion. The  linlits of this paper forbid a detailed 
discussioii of the vai-ious intei-pi-etations xvhich have been proniulgated. I t  will 
11c sufficiellt to iiltlicate that tl:q are of vei-1- ~tneilual value;  sollie of the111 being 
too trivial for serious coi~sidei-ation. while others of them being brought together 
froin the writings of re~llotc aileiquity and representing the results of prolonged 
stud!- may tllcrefol-e he d~ l ly  acci-edited. \\711ile there is no doubt that there has 
I~ecn consit!cr;ll)lc vai-intion i l l  tlic signilic:~~icc. of tlie seal-all nt diffe~.cnt pel-iods 
:111d t t ~ ~ d e r  tlifi'erent contlitiol~s o r  I;:g!.l~ti;ui liistory, its primal-y ant1 enduring 
significance undoubtedly was that of a religious clilblelll denoting the reincarna- 
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tion of the body or the iln~uortality tlle soul. 'I'hel-e are ahunclailt evidences of 
the truth of this for there ;we to Ilc ioutld 111ilileroLts instances ill ~vhich the emblem 
was used and \~~o1-11 by the +:gyptians in a n-iannzr not unlike that of some Christian 
people of today in wearing a cruciiix or cross as an eillbleill of their religion and 
of the God they worship. I'lutarch has directed attention to the fact that the 
N ~ ~ ~ u i f ~ l b i ~ s  COJ(ISII,IPS, the soldiery of F:gypt, each carried a ring upGn which this 
beetle was i~lscribed. I t  is also knonrn that these soldiers, just before going into 
battle, placed scarabs around their necks. 'i'rue to habit a variety of probable 
explanations of this procedure also lias been made, though it  appears i l~ost 
probable that the l?gyptians may have used these etllblelns for marlters as aids in 
identifying bodies of the slain and as a preli~ninary to the rites of burial. 

The use o i  scai-:~hs as seals was very extensive, especially in the l\lidtlle 
IZingdo111 (beginniilg Cir. 3oco 13. C.) and S e w  Kiiigdom (bcgii~ilitlg Cir. 1700 
R. C.) 'L'he seal type of scar:??) is not only extrcnlely abundant, but the sculpture 
represents ail aln~os: endless 1-nriety of design. 111 sotlie iilstatlces appareiitly the 
origiiial design ;\-as executed with great care and csactness and afterwards was 
luiiskillfully copied 1)y igxora~lt engravers until the original meaning was iost. 
I t  is of intei-est to study the ineaning of soi~le of these mottoes, ranging as they 
do fro111 reiere~lces to deities, n:agical ticvices and places, don-11 to hints of good 
cheer and irielldly vb-ishes, such as? ":\renlphis is nliglity Sol-ever," "Alut givc 
thee long life", or "I-{ubastis grant a goocl year". Seine scai-ahs nlade of 
amethyst were shaped ?\-it11 hnses flat and wit11 desgins engraven thereon in 
intaglio and \\.ere pierced longitudinallp for threading or for a swivel. -\Vhile 
these probably were intended principally for seals, they inight also be used as 
l)eads, ilecl;laccs, or ctl-icr ornaments. 

Not onl!- did the nobles and otller military and higher classes ;veal- the 
sacred Scarah in a variety of foi-111s a11oti.t their persons, but there are abundant 
eviclences to show that the lo!\-er classes of tlie population were eclually devout. 
The emblems undou1,tedly were ;~dopted ~mii~ersallj- hot11 it? life and in death. 
'rhcy at-e found ill gl-eatest pi-ofusioll paintctl upon ant1 as e~nhlems \viti~iii tl-lc 
coffins of the dead both of the higher ant1 or  ̂the loix-er classes. A\ large stoile 
scarab upon ~ i ~ h i c h  TX-as engraved chal~ter 5.i o€ "'i'l~e Book of the Dead", oftell 
was placed in the bandages of the munlilly. 'l'his was in the form of a written 
appeal that the heart of the dead person might not ljctrap hiill ~ ~ ~ h e i l  he canie into 
judg~ilent before Osiris. I{:,. virtue of this amulet the deceased was e~~ableci to 
pass the ordeal of the "weighing o [  thc heart" a t  the final judgmei~t. r\ numl~er 
of scarabs as well as actual specimens of thc various species of beetles were 
1)laced here and there over tllc l~ody, and a winged scarab frecluently of 
very I ~ a r d  stone and skillful ~vorl<tnail,ship oftell was 1;~icl upon the breast. Not 
i~lfrequently the heart .i\.as 1.e111ovcd during the process of cm?~almillent and thc 
enibleil1 substituted in the cavitj-. ']'he?- Inlay be seer1 sculptured on futieral tab- 
lets buried with tlie bodies, or on the oriian~eiits of the ring, the necklace, or in 
pendants attached to d ~ e m ,  or in ;1 vel-itable tnultiplicity of arrangeiilents. 

I t  is obvious to ail entomologist that the rather striking habits of this 
beetle \voulcl he the source of nrany suprrstitions alllong ignorant and credulous 
people such as were the iellahs of the Si le .  One can picture something of the 
si~nple wondei- wit11 n.llic11 t l~ej-  ~r-atched the actions of the bectlc, nrot-Icing busily, 
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:~ln-ays ill pairs, along the c;lttle pat11 01- ul)o~l the sand>- slope of a hillside pasture 
on a sunny aftel-llooli! coii~l)acti~:g, coating \\.it11 dust, 01- transporting its pellet 
by pushing it backwal-d \\.it11 its hint1 lcgs, \\-it11 great diligence and patience. 
through all lllalllier of difficulties tltitil ~1;~cecl  i l l  the desired spot. IYhatevei- 
tile F:g>ptinns Ilia!- have ~~~idc~-stc:ocl concerlling- its llahits and its life history. 
~~-1xich greatly !-esc~i~i~le that of our c ~ l n i i ~ o ~ l  C'tr~ltlzci~i, it is kilo~vn that they held 
the little insect in lligllest ve~lel-atio11. con~parcd its tin;; globe to the sun, and 
they 1,uilded up n~ucl i  ianci i t~ l  superstition about it. I'liny has stated that it 
relieved the eye o i  fatigue to gaze upon the golden green Atc.llc1zll.s f lcgj lp l ior l t i~ l  
o i  Latreille, a ~iotable .r-a~iety found ~videlj- in Egq~pt allti Nubia. Several nearly 
related species of the presellt genus Afri!clz~t.s also n-ere objects of veneration, 
and ahout thirty species h a w  I~een descri1)ed thus Ear fl-on1 -1Erica. 

I t  is a t  once interesting, and pathetic, to study the thought underlying 
the positions in which sollie o i  these Scarabaei 111ost co~nnlo~il!- \rere placed u l ~ o n  
the nlumniies: They may he found illost oftell on the chest ticxt to the flesh ant1 
uudcr~~ea t l i  the eye lids, the scara l~  ill this position prol~ably being most sigili- 
ficarlt to then1 as I-cpresentativc of life aiid animation; s)-111holic that  the heart 
some time would resiuiie its pu1s;itiolls rulid that tlie eq-e sonie tiilie lvould flash 
again. The  lltu~lble illsect placed in thcse positions is over\\-l~elmingly itldicativc 
of sollie kind of belief by then1 that a time n-oulcl colllc n.11e11 the heart would 
indeed till-oh  gain, and the eye truly regain its sight, and when the body 
~vould  he reatlin~ated and the soul haviilg completed its term of tra~ismigration 
~ \ - o ~ ~ l d  again 1-etuun to the hody in resurrection or \v\-ould take on a new being 
in inlmortality. 

The  anthropologist, trained to sei~sitiveness in apprehension of every clue 
pointing however faintly 01. dimly to\\-ard great priilciples, is swift to lleed and 
tlcduce tlie larger mealii~lg of this over\vhcli~~iilg iil:pulsc ma~~ifes te t l  ill the people 
of tliat far aT\-a! tir~:c I\-ho tlsed tlie little scnral~ as :ln elilhlen~ of the deathless 
ciesire ant1 hope in t h ~ ~ i l ,  and in ~n;~il!;ind. rulici \\-l~ich has liatl sn lllatly other 
~~ianifestatioils tllrough the c e l ~ t ~ r i e s .  all pointing toward one interpretation. 

111 studying the scarall, and scili~cthil?g o i  \\hat it has meant in tillles past 
to these people and to hunianity, one may he relniiideti of a statc~lietlt from the 
pen of Illgalls in discussion of a lecture heard by hi111 ii1)011 the evidences of 
imll~ortality. 'I'lie spealter had held the rapt and 111-eathless attention of an  
immense audience cninpi-ising all that  was cultured, brilliant, and renowned of 
a city while "he dwelt n-it11 renlarl<ablc effectiveness and power upon the fact 
that no\vliere in nature, iron1 the highest to tlie'lo\vest, xvas an  instinct, an im- 
IIIIISC, n desire i in~~lali ted,  hut that ~iltimately were found the conditio~ls anti 
opl~ortu~ii t ies for its fullest realization." I3e instanced the wild fowl which, 
illoved b!- sonie ~n:;sterio~ls i~np l~ l se ,  start on their prodigious n~igration from 
the il-ozen fens of tlic north 2nd reach a t  last the slliiiiiig sotltll and the summer 
seas ; the iish n-hicll, f1-0111 the tropic gulfs. seek their spa\vlling grounds in 
the cool I~i-iglit rivers of the nol-th; the 11ees n.!lich find in the garniture of the 
fields and forests the trcnsurcs ~ v i t h  which the!- store their cells, and even the 
xvolf, the lion, and the tiger, that are  providcd with their prey. 'I'urniilg to 
li~un~nnity lie alluded to the brevity of l ife;  its inco~nplcteness ; its aimless, ranclorl~ 
and ii-ngrnel~tnry cai-cei-s : its tragedies, its injustices, its sori-ows and scparatiolis. 
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I I l h e n  he referretl to the tunsatiable hunger for liiio~~-ledge; the efforts of the 
unconc~uerable nlind to penetrate the lllysteries of tlle future, its capacity to 
conlprehend infinity and eternity. its desire for the companionship of the cle- 
parted, its unc1ue11chal:le aspir;ltions ior imnio~-tality, and he asIiecl : "M'l~y sliould 
God keep laitli \\-it11 the beast, the bee, tl7e fish, and the fowl, and cheat illall?" 

1838-Hope. On the llotioiis entertained respcctit~g tllc enlblcill Scarabaeus. 
I \ 1 ram. Elit. Soc. I,ond. v. L?? pp. IF:?-I 74. 

1894-Myer. Scarabs. London. 
1Sg7-\\~iedlllail. Religioils of the -111cieut Egyptians. Yc\v Yorli. 
189c)--Petric. Historical Scarahs. 1,ondon. 
1902-Ih'ard. The Sacred ISeetle. Nen- Yoi-l\-. 
1906-Sewbury. Scarabs. 1,ondoii. 
1g16-Jlo\v. The testillio~ly of the tolllhs. L: I I I~ .  1:roo1\1yii 11111. Soc. L.. 11, 1711. 

25-33. 111. 1, figs. I I .  

'1'\\'0 NE\\; SPECIES OF ACIIOI<U'I'~~S (COL1,EA'IBOL:I) 

I\;lzen acrluaintances, 0111~ pretel1c!ing, 1 fear,  to a polite interest ill 
hobby, ask nie n-here I find snolyfleas, a t , s \~er  is :  "Every\vhere." Any will- 
ter day when the temperature is 25 degrees F. or higher, once you get alvay 
fro111 the precilicts o f  the town these hardy minute illsects are allnost sure to be 
found on the snow over large tracts of country, sometimes sparingly and some- 
tilnes in iiicredihly vast numbers. \\:lien they are relatively few, any one species 
of the half-dozen regular snow frecjuenters may he in the majority. But ~r l i en  
they are many, it is illvariably teenling hosts of Achorzt lcs  socialis Uzel that 
speckle the snow over \\;hole to\inships and ~ e r h a p s  counties. Although these 
treniendo~ls outbreaks are very illtercstillg fo r  the collector they have a serious 
drawback. IJThile they are in pl-ogress it is rarely possible to find any species 
on the sllow except soc in lk .  Others are certail~ly there, but as to the unaided 
eye all snowfleas are little more than black specks on the white surface, the 
others are i~ldistinguishal~le anlong the innumerable snartns of A. socinlis. I t  
is worse than looliing for a needle ill a hay stack. I t  is like looking for one par- 
ticular straw in a whole lot of straw stacks. 

But it is only the logicallj- illlpossible that never happens. (And since 
Einstein has made parallel lines ~ncet ,  even this seemingly safe proposition inay 
not be incontrovertible.) The lllerely improbable, no matter how improbable, 
is sure to occur some time or another. And so it was in the tilidst of a vast 
issue of Aclzorzrtcs socinlis that a Iiitherto unknowii li~ember of the Colle~llbolan 
snow fauna \\?as discovered. 

The date, ~ a t h  Dee., 1920, :ls far  as I can remember, marltecl 1x0 very 
significant event in hurnan affairs. R!lt for  some reason or other it was a lnost 
important day for the snon~fleas of nly district, and some coninlon instinct had 
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