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ABSTRACTS

THE MODERNIZATION OF FACTIONALISM IN CHINESE POLITICS

By LOWELL DITTMER and YU-SHAN WU
The informal dimension has always been important in Chinese politics, due to a traditional

bias against legalism and favoring the sentimentalization of personal qualities. We contend that
it remains so still, albeit in altered form. Rather than being oriented solely to personal or in-
group security, factionalism in the context of the more secure bureaucratic environment of the
reform era has come to embrace policy goals and material interests as well. Thus, informal poli-
tics proliferates, and factional fortunes tend to fluctuate according to the patterns of China's po-
litical business cycle.

In the post-Mao era the radical reformers led by Deng Xiaoping have favored rapid growth,
even at the expense of stability. The conservatives surrounding Chen Yun consider stability the
paramount goal, believing that it should override considerations of growth. The synchroniza-
tion of reform and business cycles, plus the appearance of periodic social movements whenever
the growth rate slumps, makes reformers and conservatives vulnerable to charges of mismanag-
ing the economy for their respective policy preferences. As long as the business, reform, and
movement cycles coincide, wide policy fluctuations driven by a politics of blame are inevitable.

EXPLAINING THE DECLINE OF EUROPEAN SOCIAL DEMOCRACY
THE ROLE OF STRUCTURAL ECONOMIC CHANGE

By JONAS PONTUSSON
Using a number of different quantitative measures, this article demonstrates that variations in

the degree of social democratic decline in nine European countries can be viewed in large mea-
sure as a product of two structural economic changes: (1) the shift to smaller units of produc-
tion; and (2) the growth of private nonindustrial employment. The article explores several
causal arguments linking these variables to social democratic decline, and it marshals Swedish
and British time-series data to show that the distribution of manufacturing employment by
production unit helps explain both the rise and the decline of social democracy.

INTERVENTION AND INTRANSITIVITY
PUBLIC OPINION, SOCIAL CHOICE, AND THE USE OF MILITARY FORCE ABROAD

By KURT TAYLOR GAUBATZ
This article argues that the problems identified in the literature on public choice should crit-

ically affect our research on public opinion and our understanding of the impact of public opin-
ion on foreign policy. While a robust literature has emerged around social choice issues in polit-
ical science, there has been remarkably little appreciation for these problems in the literature on
public opinion in general and on public opinion and foreign policy in particular. The potential
importance of social choice problems for understanding the nature and role of public opinion in
foreign policy making is demonstrated through an examination of American public attitudes
about military intervention abroad. In particular, drawing on several common descriptions of
the underlying dimensionality of public attitudes on major foreign policy issues, it is shown that
there may be important intransitivities in the ordering of public preferences at the aggregate
level on policy choices such as those considered by American decision makers in the period
leading up to the Gulf War. Without new approaches to public-opinion polling that take these
problems into consideration, it will be difficult to make credible claims about the role of public
opinion in the foreign policy process.
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iv WORLD POLITICS

MODELS OF IRANIAN POLITICS, THE ROAD TO THE ISLAMIC REVOLUTION, AND

THE CHALLENGE OF CIVIL SOCIETY

By FARHAD KAZEMI
This essay reviews six recent books on modern Iranian politics. It suggests that Iranian poli-

tics can be analyzed from the perspective of four basic traditions and models: monarchical, lib-
eral nationalist, religious, and leftist. Each model abstracts the essential elements of the political
system and demonstrates the dominance of a certain perspective. The first three of these models
have been implemented in post—World War II Iran, and even the left has had an impact. The
essay concludes by stating that current Iranian domestic politics can be better understood by
paying attention to five enduring features: historical continuity of the nation-state, steady in-
crease in state power, persistence of patrimonialism, intense interaction between domestic and
foreign policies particularly as it relates to control over oil, and the vitality of civil society even
under the Islamic Republic.

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND ECONOMIC SANCTIONS

BY EDWARD D. MANSFIELD
Economic sanctions have long occupied the attention of both scholars and policymakers. De-

spite the widespread use of sanctions, many observers have concluded that the inherent prob-
lems associated with imposing sanctions involving multiple senders substantially limit their ef-
fectiveness. This article reviews two books that analyze the factors that influence cooperation
among senders of multilateral sanctions. These books indicate that international institutions
can do much to promote cooperation of this sort. However, this essay argues that the extent to
which international institutions facilitate cooperation among senders of sanctions is likely to
depend on the domestic politics of members, the type of institution being used for this purpose,
the nature of the strategy being pursued, and the distribution of power among members. Al-
though these books make significant contributions to our understanding of the factors that pro-
mote cooperation among senders of multilateral sanctions, they examine the factors that pro-
mote the effectiveness of sanctions in only a peripheral manner. One potential influence on the
effectiveness of sanctions that are organized by an international institution, however, is the like-
lihood that the institution will be captured by member states or by interest groups within them.
Additional research that investigates the conditions under which international institutions are
likely to be captured and the implications of institutional capture for their performance may
therefore prove useful to scholars of international relations and economic statecraft.
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