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knowledge or articulate a theoretical position. For many years I have
wanted to write this book, or maybe an earlier version of it. Somehow,
I never quite got around to it.

There were probably two reasons for this. The first is undoubtedly
related to time. Life in the academy is privileged but it is also very busy.
Prior attempts fell foul to other priorities: teaching that had to be done,
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Northern Ireland. As the years progressed and I began to consider the
fit of some of my ideas to the experiences of other traumatised popula-
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extended, it was increasingly clear that the book needed to examine the
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contribution through and indeed collating the evidence to illustrate
these ideas slowed me down.
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xiv Acknowledgements

Published online by Cambridge University Press



former students amongst valued friends and colleagues. I would like to
particularly acknowledge Dr Katrina McLaughlin, Dr I-Ling Fu,
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pivotal influence on my education and career. I am comforted by the
fact that they very much enjoyed and took pride in all I did, which
perhaps compensates for any lack of gratitude.
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siblings, and my childhood home was a noisy house where there was
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particularly of younger siblings were often not taken terribly seriously.
I am the fourth of five and so had to learn early and well how to back
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