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The main aim of the IAU meeting held in
Canada last year was to bring together observers
and theoreticians to discuss the stellar winds
and mass loss rates and the effects of a-type
stars. The meeting restricted itself to addressing
the subject of a stars because it was thought
that not enough time was available to discuss
related topics.
The first three sessions of the symposium were
devoted to outlining the existing data on mass
loss rates of the a-type stars. While there is
some reasonable agreement about the mass loss
rates observed in a few stars, there is no
consensus yet about the physical causes for
the very extensive stellar winds that are found.
A panel discussion was held to try and find
further agreement on this topic.
The symposium also included a fe\v detailed
theoretical contributed papers as well as some
results on binary stars. Theoretical consider­
ations of the evolution of a-type stars when
mass loss is taken into account were also
included in the meeting and seve ral indirect
arguments about mass loss were presented. The
fmal session was concerned with the descendants
of the a-type stars, WR objects, both from an
observational aspect and from a theoretical one.
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