

    
    

    



  Skip to main content


 Accessibility help


  
      
          
              We use cookies to distinguish you from other users and to provide you with a better experience on our websites. Close this message to accept cookies or find out how to manage your cookie settings.

          

          
              
                  
                  
                  [image: Close cookie message]
                  
              
          

      

  

  
  
  
    
      Login Alert

    

    
      
        
          

        

      

      
        Cancel

        
          Log in
        

      

      ×
    

  


    
        
            
                

            

        

        
            

            
                
            

        

        ×
    





      
        

        
      





    

    




    
        
            [image: ]
        

    


    
        
          
        
            
              
                	
	
                      [image: Cambridge Core Home]
                      Home
                    


        
                	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	
                    
                    Cart
                    
                


                    
        
                      	
            
            Cart
            
        
	
	


        
                      	
                            Institution login
                          
	
	Register
	Log in
	
	
            
            Cart
            
        


                    

        
              
            

          

        
        
        
            


    
        
            
                
                    [image: Cambridge Core Home]
                    Home
                
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                  
                                  

                                  
                                  
                                

                                
                                                                  

                            

                            
                        

                    

                

            

        

    

    
        
          
        
            
              
                	
	
                      [image: Cambridge Core Home]
                      Home
                    


        
                	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	
                    
                    Cart
                    
                


                    
        
                      	
            
            Cart
            
        
	
	


        
                      	
                            Institution login
                          
	
	Register
	Log in
	
	
            
            Cart
            
        


                    

        
              
            

          

        
        
        
            


    
        
        
        
        
                  

    




  









  
    Hostname: page-component-6b989bf9dc-g5k2d
    Total loading time: 0
    Render date: 2024-04-10T15:22:11.371Z
    Has data issue: false
    hasContentIssue false
  
  	Home 
	>Journals 
	>Du Bois Review: Social Science Research on Race 
	>Volume 8 Issue 1: Special Issue: Racial Inequality... 
	>MEASURING EVERYDAY RACIAL/ETHNIC DISCRIMINATION IN...



 	English
	
      Français
    





   [image: ] Du Bois Review: Social Science Research on Race
      

  Article contents
 	Abstract
	Footnotes
	References




  MEASURING EVERYDAY RACIAL/ETHNIC DISCRIMINATION IN HEALTH SURVEYS
 How Best to Ask the Questions, in One or Two Stages, Across Multiple Racial/Ethnic Groups?1
     
      Published online by Cambridge University Press: 
      15 April 2011

    Salma Shariff-Marco   ,
Nancy Breen   ,
Hope Landrine   ,
Bryce B. Reeve   ,
Nancy Krieger   ,
Gilbert C. Gee   ,
David R. Williams   ,
Vickie M. Mays   ,
Ninez A. Ponce    and
Margarita Alegría   
 [image: ] 
 



...Show all authors
     
 
 [image: ] 
 



Show author details
     

 
 
	Salma Shariff-Marco*
	Affiliation: Division of Cancer Control and Population Sciences, National Cancer Institute
          



	Nancy Breen
	Affiliation: Applied Research Program, Division of Cancer Control and Population Sciences, National Cancer Institute
          



	Hope Landrine
	Affiliation: Center for Health Disparities Research, East Carolina University
          



	Bryce B. Reeve
	Affiliation: Applied Research Program, Division of Cancer Control and Population Sciences, National Cancer Institute
          



	Nancy Krieger
	Affiliation: Harvard School of Public Health, Harvard University
          



	Gilbert C. Gee
	Affiliation: School of Public Health, University of California, Los Angeles
          



	David R. Williams
	Affiliation: Department of Society, Human Development, and Health, Harvard School of Public Health; Departments of African and African American Studies and of Sociology, Harvard University
          



	Vickie M. Mays
	Affiliation: School of Public Health, University of California, Los Angeles and Center for Research, Education, Training, and Strategic Communication on Minority Health Disparities, University of California, Los Angeles
          



	Ninez A. Ponce
	Affiliation: School of Public Health, University of California, Los Angeles and UCLA Center for Health Policy and Research
          



	Margarita Alegría
	Affiliation: Harvard Medical School, Harvard University
          



	Benmei Liu
	Affiliation: Surveillance Research Program, Division of Cancer Control and Population Sciences, National Cancer Institute
          



	Gordon Willis
	Affiliation: Applied Research Program, Division of Cancer Control and Population Sciences, National Cancer Institute
          



	Timothy P. Johnson
	Affiliation: Survey Research Laboratory, Department of Public Administration and Institute for Health Research and Policy, University of Illinois at Chicago
          



 	
      *
    
	Salma Shariff-Marco, Cancer Prevention Institute of California, 2201 Walnut Avenue, Suite 300, Fremont, CA 94538. E-mail: salma.shariffmarco@cpic.org






 


    	Article
          
	Metrics
          



 Article contents    	Abstract
	Footnotes
	References


 Get access  [image: ] Share  

 [image: ] 

 [image: ] Cite  [image: ]Rights & Permissions
     [Opens in a new window]
 

 
  Abstract
  While it is clear that self-reported racial/ethnic discrimination is related to illness, there are challenges in measuring self-reported discrimination or unfair treatment. In the present study, we evaluate the psychometric properties of a self-reported instrument across racial/ethnic groups in a population-based sample, and we test and interpret findings from applying two different widely-used approaches to asking about discrimination and unfair treatment. Even though we found that the subset of items we tested tap into a single underlying concept, we also found that different groups are more likely to report on different aspects of discrimination. Whether race is mentioned in the survey question affects both frequency and mean scores of reports of racial/ethnic discrimination. Our findings suggest caution to researchers when comparing studies that have used different approaches to measure racial/ethnic discrimination and allow us to suggest practical empirical guidelines for measuring and analyzing racial/ethnic discrimination. No less important, we have developed a self-reported measure of recent racial/ethnic discrimination that functions well in a range of different racial/ethnic groups and makes it possible to compare how racial/ethnic discrimination is associated with health disparities among multiple racial/ethnic groups.
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