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tion in the district. The Committee accepted Dr. Bruce's statement that the
senile admissions and the accumulation of chronic cases are the two factors at
work, and proceeded to apply a remedy by urging Parish Councils to relieve the
asylum of the care of senile cases, and those who are not strictly " paupers." It
does not appear probable that the asylums will be relieved as the Committee
desire, for a great change has come over the country in the feeling towards these
institutions, and the lower middle class will not, generally speaking, endure the
miseries of the private care of aged, fatuous, and troublesome dements in their
crowded homes. As for the exclusion of all who do not bear the " pauper" brand,
it is late in the day to raise that question, seeing that it has been proved that four
fifths of the State-supported insane are not of that class. Scotsmen have had a
legitimate pride in the title " District Asylum," which is the term used in the
Lunacy Acts; but, as reported by the ' Dundee Advertiser,' it has been the fate
of Murthly to be doubly miscalled by its own Committee when they write it down
the District Pauper Lunatic Asylum. They further fortify their position with the
opinion of Dr. Forbes Winslow, who " censures the policy of extending the
accommodation ; " but, after all, they indicate that they might sanction the erection
of an hospital, which would be usefu! for the treatment of infectious diseases and
phthisis, which last Dr. Bruce has shown should be treated separately.

INSANITYIN FIFE.
The same cry for more accommodation comes from the Fife District Asylum,

and the Dunfermline Parish Council, desirous of relieving the pressure, applied
to the General Board of Lunacy for a licence enabling them to provide wards in
their Poorhouse for the care of insane patients. The Secretary of the Board,
however, informed them that he was directed to state that, while no general
resolution on the subject of granting new licences to lunatic wards in poorhouses
has been come to by the Board, their policy has for several years been against
licensing such wards ; and further, that there is no probability that they would
license lunatic wards in connection with Dunfermline Poorhouse.

The Chairman of the Parish Council said he supposed it was useless in the
meantime to take any further steps, because it was evident that the Lunacy
Board intended to put their foot down upon the proposal. This was not an iso
lated case of the kind, and he would say this, that the powers granted by Act of
Parliament to some of those bodies was in excess of the intelligence they possessed
to administer them. These be brave words, yet hardly persuasive.

FIRE AT COLCHESTERASYLUM.
An alarming fire occurred on the 2jth December, but the flames were happily

overcome without injury to the patients.

LANCASHIRE INEBRIATES' ACTS BOARD.

We learn from the Manchester Guardian that at a meeting of the Lancashire
Inebriates' Acts Board, under the presidency of Sir ]. T. Hibbert, the Sites
Committee reported that their offer of Â¿17,000for the Brockhole Estate had been
accepted. The Committee considered that every effort should be made by the
Board to get their plan prepared, so that the buildings might be commenced as
early as possible.

The report of the Sites Committee was unanimously adopted, and it was
decided that, as the duties of this Committee had now been fulfilled, another com
mittee, to be called the Works Committee, should be appointed, this latter to
deal with the preparation of the necessary plans and estimates and the general
direction and supervision of the works.

AN INEBRIATES' HOME FOR YORKSHIRE.

At the January meeting of the West Riding Council, at Wakefield, a resolution
was adopted approving of a scheme for the establishment of a reformatory for
inebriates by a joint committee representing the county councils and the county
boroughs of Yorkshire. It is proposed that the reformatory shall provide at the
outset for sixty males and forty females, and it is estimated that the cost will be
Â¿300per bed, the proposed initial outlay thus being Â¿30,000.
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