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FL PROGRAM POLICY STATEMENT

HE sTUDY of a foreign language, like that of most other basic disciplines, is both
Ta progressive experience and a progressive acquisition of a skill. At no point can
the experience be considered complete, or the skill perfect. Many pupils study a
foreign language only two years; longer time is of course needed to approach mastery.
At any point, however, the progress made in a language, when properly taught, will
have positive value and lay a foundation upon which further progress can be built.
It is evident therefore that the expectancy of values to be derived from language study
must be relative to the amount of time and effort devoted to it.

The study of a foreign language, skillfully taught under proper conditions, provides
a new experience, progressively enlarging the pupil’s horizon through the introduction
to a new medium of communication and a new culture pattern, and progressively
adding to his sense of pleasurable achievement. This experience involves:

1. The acquisition of a set of skills, which can become real mastery for professional
use when practiced long enough. The international contacts and responsibilities of
the United States make the possession of these skills by more and more Americans a
matter of national urgency. These skills include:

a. The increasing ability to understand a foreign language when spoken, making
possible greater profit and enjoyment in such steadily expanding activities as foreign
travel, business abroad, foreign language movies and broadcasts.

b. The increasing ability to speak a foreign language in direct communication with
people of another culture, either for business or for pleasure.

c. The ability to read the foreign language with progressively greater ease and en-
joyment, making possible the broadening effects of direct acquaintance with the
recorded thoughts of another people, or making possible study for vocational or pro-
fessional (e.g., scientific or journalistic) purposes.

2. A new understanding of language, progressively revealing to the pupil the struc-
ture of language and giving him a new perspective on English, as well as an increased
vocabulary and greater effectiveness in expression.

3. A gradually expanding and deepening knowledge of a foreign country—its geog-
raphy, history, social organization, literature, and culture—and, as a consequence, a
better perspective on American culture and a more enlightened Americanism through
adjustment to the concept of differences between cultures.

Progress in any one of these experiences is relative to the emphasis given it in the
instructional program and to the interests and aptitude of the learner. Language skills,
like all practical skills, may never be perfected, and may be later forgotten, yet the
enlarging and enriching results of the cultural experience endure throughout life.
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