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The Uses of The Business Historical Society

ONE of the most frequently asked questions of the officers of The
Business Society is: “What practical use is this great mass of ma-
terial which you are gathering?”

The best answer is perhaps found in a recent occurrence, when
the librarian of the Society received a note from a Boston man,
asking if a certain book, urgently needed, could be supplied. It
stated that researches had shown the book to be so rare that it
was contained in three libraries only — two in Washington and
one in Wisconsin, none of which, on account of its rarity, was will-
ing to circulate it. The book was a fundamental study of track
construction called Report upon the Plan of Construction of Several
of the Principal Railroads in the Northern and Middle States, and
upon a Railway Structure for a New Track on the Baltimore and
Ohio Railroad, by Jonathan Knight, 1838.

This booklet was found in a pamphlet collection of the Business
Historical Society now in the Harvard Business Library and was
delivered to the Boston business man within half an hour after his
request. His gratitude was such that in a short time he returned
the book to the library, preserved in a handsome new binding.

Two of our Many Recent Accessions

Two scarce business items have recently been added to our col-
lection. The first is a bound blank-book in which a prominent
cotton merchant kept his personal statistics, commencing in March,
1783. This man did tremendous research under difficult condi-
tions: he has listed the quantity of cotton wool imported into
"Great Britain from 1771 to 1789 and balanced the total for manu-
facture, thus making it possible to judge probable prices from
supplies and from the activity of the mills; there are also estimates
of crops for various years from all parts of the world; the prices
are carefully listed; the wages of employees are stated; and the
costs of manufacture are clearly set forth. A very careful inside
history of the East India Company has been penned in this book
by the merchant, and the data are probably not to be duplicated
in their original form in any published account.
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The second item is Crick (Thorne), Sketches from the Diary of
a Commercial Traveller, published in London, 1847, by Joseph
Masters on Aldersgate Street. That there is little difference be-
tween the ancient and modern salesman may be found in the fol-
lowing comment: “A Commercial man who discharges his duty
conscientiously has, indeed, little time for aught but business;
and although a playfulness of disposition may be produced by his
bustling, healthy occupation, and an external appearance of
cheerfulness may characterize his proceedings, he will unfortunately
while bearing a smile on his brow, have corroding cares within.”
Among the subjects discussed are Necessity of Keeping the Com-
mercial Room Select, The Miseries of Casual Horse-Hiring, Neces-
sity and Advantage of Life Assurance, Inconveniences at Railway
Stations, A Bar-Maid’s Idea of the Average Commercial Traveller,
and the Ethics of the ““ Profession.”

Library Gifts

A ruLL record of the gifts constantly flowing in to The Business
Historical Society and the Harvard Business Library would require
more space than we have, at present, at our disposal. Last year
there were over three thousand. The following list will indicate
the kind and amount of material which is constantly being sent in.

Charles H. Taylor, Manager, Boston Globe, Boston, Mass.
R. L. Smitley, Dixie Book Shop, New York.
Farmers Loan & Trust Company, New York City.
14 cases of state banking reports and miscellaneous material.
Stone & Webster, Boston, Mass. Mr. George W. Lee, Librarian.
g cases of miscellaneous material, such as annual reports, mortgages,
etc.
Massachusetts State Library, Boston. Mr. Edward H. Redstone, Li-
brarian.
30 cases, including volumes of New York City Record, foreign labor
material, etc.
Lee, Higginson & Company, Boston, Mass.
14 boxes of annual reports and other material.
Kidder, Peabody & Company, Boston. Mr. Robert Storer.
16 boxes of various annual reports and miscellaneous material.
Hornblower & Weeks, Boston, Mass.
§ cases of miscellaneous materia].
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