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Cover  A Baka woman from Mintom in the South Region of Cameroon 
harvesting non-timber forest products. The Baka are one of the 
Indigenous groups represented by Gbabandi, a platform of forest 
Indigenous Peoples that has initiated a dialogue with key conservation 
actors to work towards community-led, rights-based conservation. 
The importance of human rights in conservation is receiving renewed 
attention through prominent inclusion of rights in the Kunming–
Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, which was adopted 
by the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological 
Diversity in December 2022. In the lead article, Baka author Timothée 
Emini and colleagues from the Forest Peoples Programme describe 
how an Indigenous-led listening event has helped conservation 
decision makers better understand the effects of their decisions. 
Journals play an important role in advancing standards related 
to rights, and the articles in the human rights and conservation 
theme of this issue of Oryx contribute to these advances, including 
by addressing the right of local and Indigenous people to participate 
as authors in the peer-reviewed literature. See pp. 273–276, 288–297. 
(Photograph © Adrienne Surprenant, Forest Peoples Programme) 
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