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Contents: Introduction. - Shifting Cultivation. - Recovery Following Shifting Cultiva-
tion. - Shifting Cultivation Where Land is Limited. - Deforestation for Sovereignty over
Remote Frontiers. - Permanent Plots for Agriculture and Forestry. - Plantation Fore-
stry. - Large Scale Development in Eastern Amazonia. - Conclusion. - Index.

Rain forests of the Amazon Basin are rapidly disappearing, and the land is being used
for agriculture, pasture, and intensive forestry. A major problem with many develop-
ment projects is the lack of concern or understanding of the environmental limitations
of the region. The limitations, especially infertile soils, often cause disappointing yields
and consequent abandonment or failure of projects.

This book examines case studies of development in the Amazon, and the environmen-
tal effects over a range of development intensities. Case studies cover shifting cultiva-
tion, intermediate-scale agroforestry, and large-scale development at the Jari pulp plan-
tation and the pastures of the eastern Amazon. The concluding chapter compares the
range of management strategies from economic and social, as well as conservation per-
spectives.
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