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Cover Photo
The cover photo shows peasant fanners in the Pe-
ruvian Andes weeding and hilling-up a field of
potatoes. These farmers grow potatoes under
rainfed conditions, with few or no purchased in-
puts. By contrast, a few kilometers away, com-
mercial producers grow potatoes under irrigation
and high levels of fertilizer application. Plant
breeding programs in developing countries often
use production methods that are more like those
of commercial than peasant farmers. It is likely
that the productivity of peasant farmers like those
in this photo could be increased if they could ob-
tain crop varieties bred specifically for their pro-
duction environment. Photo by Gary N. Atlin,
Department of Plant Science, Nova Scotia Agri-
cultural College, Truro, N.S., Canada.
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