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1. Introduction

When a disc rotates in a fluid at rest, fluid near the disc acquires azimuthal
momentum because of the viscous torque of the disc and outwards radial momen-
tum under the action of centrifugal forces. The resultant flow is essentially a
swirling jet. Away from the disc continuity requires the existence of an axial flow
towards the disc to compensate for the fluid which has been thrown outwards.
If the disc is finite there is a discontinuity in the boundary conditions at the edge
of the disc where the no-slip condition is suddenly replaced by a condition of zero
stress in the plane of the disc. The flow discharged from the edge of the disc is
essentially a wake embedded in a swirling radial jet. It appears that no investiga-
tion of this wake has yet been made.

Before proceeding, the results of research into a closely related flow problem,
namely, the wake that forms downstream from the trailing edge of a flat plate
placed parallel to a uniform stream, should be examined. The boundary layer
equations for the flow near a semi-infinite flat plate were first solved by Blasius
[1]. Goldstein [3] went one step further by solving the boundary layer equations
for the wake that develops downstream from the trailing edge of a finite flat plate.
Goldstein assumed that the boundary layer approximation is valid downstream
from the trailing edge itself and obtained a solution for the near wake, the near
wake being defined by 0 < x <C /, where x denotes distance downstream from the
trailing edge and / is the length of the plate. However, as has been shown by
Stewartson [6], [7], the boundary layer approximation fails in the neighbourhood
of the trailing edge and the full Navier-Stokes must be used there. Goldstein's
solution is therefore not appropriate to all of the near wake but to a slightly
smaller domain which Stewartson refers to as the Goldstein wake. Stewartson
[7] has demonstrated that for high Reynolds number flows the neighbourhood
of the trailing edge, which connects the Blasius flow over the plate with the Gold-
stein wake, may be split into two main regions. Suppose that the Reynolds
number of the flow is defined by Re = Uoljv, where Uo is the free stream velocity
and v is the kinematic viscosity; that e is defined by e8 = R e " ' ; and that y measures
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perpendicular distance from the x axis. Then Stewartson has shown that the
neighbourhood of the trailing edge consists of 'a central region in which x ~ e6/,
y ~ £6/. . . and an intermediate region in which x ~ s3l, y ~ e3/'.

The primary aim of this paper is to show how the method developed by
Goldstein for the flat plate may be extended to obtain a solution for the near
wake of the discharge from a finite rotating disc. As in the case of the flat plate,
this solution is not valid in the neighbourhood of the edge of the disc. Any
examination of the flow in this neighbourhood would necessarily involve the full
Navier-Stokes equations and no such analysis will be attempted here. Following
Stewartson, the domain for which Goldstein's solution is appropriate will be
referred to as the Goldstein wake of a finite rotating disc. Smith [5] has extended
Goldstein's method to advance the solution for the free convection boundary
layer along a vertical plate past the level at which a discontinuity in plate tempera-
ture occurs. Smith has included a detailed discussion of the method and only a
brief outline is necessary here. The method, as originally used by Goldstein,
consists in forming two expansions for the stream function, one valid near the
wake axis (the inner expansion) and the other valid away from the wake axis
(the outer expansion). The inner expansion satisfies the boundary conditions at
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Fig. l(a): Illustrates the various flow regions near the edge of the disc: in (i) Cochran's (1934)
solution is valid; in (ii) the boundary layer equations are not valid; while (iii) and (iv) are the
Goldstein outer and inner wake regions respectively, (b) Shows the co-ordinate system used.
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the wake axis and its form is suggested by the Blasius solution. The outer expansion
satisfies the constraints imposed on the solution far from the wake axis and the
two expansions are matched by re-arranging the asymptotic expression for the
inner expansion into the same form as the outer expansion. For the rotating disc
Goldstein's method is extended by forming expansions not only of the stream
function but also of the azimuthal velocity, and the form of the inner expansions
is derived from Cochran's [2] improvement on the original solution by von
Karman [8] for the flow near an infinite rotating disc. The main flow regions
near the edge of the disc are illustrated in Fig. 1 (a).

2. The equations of motion

Let (r, cp, z) be cylindrical polar co-ordinates with origin at the centre of the
disc and z axis of rotation. The velocity vector is («, v, w) and the finite disc is
of radius a.

The boundary layer equations for flow in the Goldstein wake near a rotating
disc are, as given by Schlichting [4]:

(2.1)

(2.2)

(2.3)

(2.4) £( r M ) + A ( l . w ) = o.
or dz

Since the boundary layer equations involve the assumption that p and w are in-
dependent of r (2.3) may be written as

(2.5) - +£w2-v — = const.
p dz

It remains only to solve (2.1), (2.2), (2.4) subject to the boundary conditions of
the problem. Then/7 may be calculated from (2.5).

For an infinite plate rotating in a still environment the boundary conditions
are

z = 0: u = w = 0, v = rQ;
(Z.b)

z = oo: u = v = 0, w finite;
where Q is the angular velocity of the disc. Equations (2.1), (2.2), (2.4), (2.6)
have been solved by von Karman [8] and Cochran [2]. They defined new variables
F, G, H, Z, by
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u = rQF(Z),

v = rQG(Z),

w =

z =

The functions F, G, H satisfy the following simultaneous system of ordinary
differential equations

F2+F'H-G2-F" = 0

(2.7) 2FG+HC-G" = 0,

2F+H' = 0,

together with the transformed boundary conditions

Z = 0: F = H = 0, G = 1;

Z = o o : F = G = 0, H finite.

The functions F, G, H, F', G' have been tabulated by Cochran.

3. The continuation problem

The continuation problem is to advance the solution to equations (2.1),
(2.2), (2.4) radially outwards, given the Cochran velocity profiles at the edge of
the disc. A transformation to non-dimensional variables of form appropriate to
the outflow from the disc edge is

u = aQU,

v = aQV,

w =

-flz.
1 nQ

The transformed equations are

+w

dR dZ l+R dZ2

dR dZ l + R dZ2
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The profiles of U, V, W at R = 0, which are the Cochran profiles F, G, H, may be
expanded in Maclaurin series

(3-2)

V = bo+blZ+b2Z
2+ • • • ,

where, by successive differentiation of equations (2.7) it is easily shown that

aY = 0.510, bl = -0.616;
a 2 = - l / 2 ! , b2=0;
a3 = -2bJ3\, b3 = 2a,/3!.

4. The inner solution

From the third of equations (3.1) there is a stream function \j/ such that

(4.1)

w
1+R 8R

Following Goldstein, new independent variables £ and r\ are defined by
(4-2) < - * \

r, = ZR~il3,
and the stream function and azimuthal velocity are taken to be

V =

Then, from (4.1) and (4.3)
r

u =

3(1+a

and the initial conditions (3.2) become

(4.5) U=J
A comparison of (4.4) and (4.5) suggests the following power series expansions
in <J fo r /and g:
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(4.6) ml°
9 = I

m = O

If these series are substituted in equations (4.4) and (3.1), two sets of ordinary
differential equations are obtained by equating powers of £ to zero. The first
four equations of each set are:

h'<;' + 2hoh'o'-h'o
2 = 0,

h"'+2hoh'l'-3hr
ohi + 3h'Jh1 = -27 k%,

(4.7) h'2"+2hoh'2'-<\h'oh2+4h'(;h2 = 2h ' 1
2-3h1h ' 1 ' -54kok1 ,

h'J'+2hoh's -5h'oh'3 + 5h'oh3 = 5h[ h'2-3hl h2-*h"h2

-27kt-54kok2-4ho2 +2hoh'o;
and

hok[-h'okl = -3hlk'o,k

k'2'+2hok'2-2h'ok2 = h[ ky -
k'3'+2hok'3-3h'ok3 = 3h'oko+2h[k2 + h2k1-3h1k'2-4h2k'1-5h3k'o.

The boundary conditions to be satisfied by U, V and W in the region R > 0 are

2 = 0 : ^ = ^ = ^ = 0;
a z <9Z

Z = o o : C / = F = 0, W finite.

The boundary conditions at Z = 0 transform to

(4.9) t, = 0 : hm = h'J, = k'm = 0,

while the boundary conditions as /; -» 00 are obtained by equating the series
expansions of {/and Fwith the initial conditions in the form (4.5). Thus

Lim — = 3 al,
«->oo T\

(4.10a) Lim h-\ = 33a2,

h'3 — h'o
Lim
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(4.10b) Lim ^ = 3mbm (m = 0, 1, 2, 3).
«,->oo r\m

The solution for h0

The equation for h0 was investigated by Goldstein op. cit. He obtained the
following solution

(4.11) *o = / ^ ^ ^

which is a MacLaurin series whose coefficients are computed by successive dif-
ferentiations of equation (4.7) f o r / 0 . Let H0(tj) be the solution to equation
(4.7) for h0 with po = 1. This solution is related to h 0 by

(4-12) ho{ri) =

Therefore

= pt Lim H'fo).
From the first of equations (4.10a)

Lim *2W = 3 a
f l l ,

= ao»
which implies

The asymptotic behaviour of Ao as « -> oo is, according to Goldstein

where ri = f/ + <50, <50 being an arbitrary constant. This may be written as

(4.13) h0 ~ Aor]2+Bo

ho(ri) is the solution to equation (4.7) for h0 with Ho(0) = 1, H0(0) = Ho(O) = 0.
Thus H0(t]), H'0{rf) and H'0'(ti) may be obtained numerically using a Runge-
Kutta technique and it was found that for large values of r\

(4.14) H0(ti) ~ 0.42357 (^+0.65364)2.

From (4.12) and (4.14) the values of/?0 and So may be found. They are

p0 = 3.0849,

c5o = 0.37215.

Equation (4.7) for h0 may now be solved, using jS0 as the initial value of h'o.
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The solution for k0

The solution to equation (4.8) for k0, satisfying boundary conditions (4.9)
and (4.10b) is a constant,

(4.15) k0 = b0.

The solution for hx

Let Hlp(t}) be a particular integral of the equation (4.7) for At and Hic(t])
the complementary function for which Hlc(0) = # ^ ( 0 ) = 0 and H{'c(0) = 1.
Then

and, choosing a particular integral such that Hlp(0) = #{p(0) = H['p{0) = 0,

The solution for h1 is therefore

(4.16) hl{n) =

where kt is to be determined from (4.10a). Asymptotically, the equation fo r / t

is satisfied by

(4.17) A

where exponentially small terms have been neglected. From (4.14a)

(4.18) Ax = 32a2.

Consequently the following asymptotic equality defines Ax:

(4.19) x, s (3A, n'-

The functions Hlp(n), Hlc(ri) and their first two derivatives were tabulated
by numerical solution of the homogeneous and non-homogeneous equations
respectively. The value of Xy was then found by substituting H['p{r\) and H['c into
(4.19), for "sufficiently" large r\ (rj = 7 was found to be large enough to make
the exponential terms negligible). The value of Cl was then found by comparing
the derivative of (4.17) with the right-hand side of (4.1b) for "sufficiently" large r\.

If (4.17) is expressed as a polynomial in t\, it is noticed that the asymptotic
behaviour of h1 is

(4.20) hy ~ A

where Av is given by (4.18) and Bt, Ct, and D1 are related to Ax and Ct by
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C1 = Ci+lAiSl,

D1 = AiSl + C^o

The solution for kt

The equation (4.8) for k1 is homogeneous since k0 is constant. If Klc is the
complementary function satisfying ^Tlc(0) = 1, k'lc(0) = 0, then

(4.21) fci=A*ifeic>

where fit is to be determined from (4.10b). The asymptotic behaviour of kt is
easily shown to be

(4.22) * ' ~ G " '

where H^ = 5OGX. From (4.10b)

(4.23) Gt = 3blt

hence, using (4.21), (4.22), (4.23)

(4.24) A*I =3bjk'lc.

The functions ku(r\) and k'lc(rj) were tabulated by numerical solution of the dif-
ferential equation and the limiting value of the right-hand side of (4.23) was
obtained.

The solutions for hn and kn (n = 2, 3)

The solutions for/n and gn are:

and

( 4 2 6 ) k2{ri) =

where Hnp, Knp(n = 2, 3) are particular integrals and Hnc, Knc are complementary
functions for the appropriate differential equations of (4.7) and (4.8). The func-
tions Hnp, Hnc, Knc satisfy the same conditions at n = 0 as Hlp, Hlc, klc res-
pectively, while Knp(0) = K^p(0) = 0. The Xa and [in are to be determined from
(4.10a) and (4.10b) respectively, in the same manner that l^ and m w e r e deter-
mined.

The asymptotic forms of hn and kn may be inferred directly from the results
of Smith op. cit. for his free-convection boundary layer problem. Thus hn and kn

have the following asymptotic behaviour:
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h2 ~
h3 ~

and

k2 ~

k3 ~

where the coefficients A2, A3, etc., are obtained numerically.

5. The outer solution

The outer expansion is obtained as follows. The inner expansion for large r\
is written in terms of the outer variable Z and, with the assumption that re-ar-
rangement is possible, equations (4.13), (4.15), (4.20), (4.22) and (4.27) combine
to give

+ ~A0(Z/3)2+A1(Z/3)2+---

(5.1)

and
V ~ k0 + G(Z/3) + G2(Z/3)2 +

(5.2)

The expressions (5.1) and (5.2) suggest the following expansions for the outer
solution, provided ZR~* is sufficiently large:

V = V0(Z)+ ± Vl{Z)+ Q~ V2(Z)+ • • ;

where

xj/'o = a1Z+a2Z
2 + a3

</'2=2C0 + l C 1 Z +

\l/3 = 6D1+2D2Z+±D3Z
2+ • • -,

and
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VQ = bo+biZ+b2Z
2+b3Z

3 + • • ;

(5.5) Vy = Hl+±H2Z+}H3Z
2 + • • ;

V2=I2+}I3Z+--;

V3=J3+---

When the series (5.3) are substituted into the first two equations of (3.1), the fol-
lowing equations for \pn and Vn{n = 1,2, 3) are obtained:

^i^-^i^o =0,

(5.6) Mo-tzK ='/'i'/''/ - ^ ?,

and

The first equation of (5.6) may be integrated immediately to yield

(5.8a) «/'1 = fc<K,,

the constant k being found from a comparison of the first two expansions of (5.4).
Hence

k = £0/3a, •

The expansion for \js2 may now be integrated to give

(5.8b) 4>2 = k2^+ir0,
with the first and third expansions of (5.4)implyingthat

/ = 2(C1-3a2ifc2)/3a1.
The solution for i^3 is

(5.8c) ^3 = 6il/'o ( f
 Fo + f°" dZ + m W fcVo" + 3Wo-

\ J 0 «Ao /
The coefficient of \j/'o in the expression for ij/3 involves an arbitrary constant of
integration, m. The expansion for \jt3 in powers of y is

-3a1l) + 6(a1m+a3k
3+a2kl)y+0(y2),

and by comparison with the expansion (5.4) for yF3
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The functions Vn (n = i, 2, 3) are now defined in terms of &, /, m and the initial
solutions TQ and Vo. They are:

V2 =

(5.9)

6. Discussion of the results

Profiles of the non-dimensional radial and azimuthal velocity components
U and V are shown in Figures 2(a) and 2(b) respectively for several values of the
non-dimensional radial variable £, in the range 0 ^ £, ^ 0.3. The profiles were
plotted by fitting together the inner solution, which is obtained by substituting the
solutions for hm and km (m = 0, 1, 2, 3) into (4.6), and the outer solution, which
is obtained by substituting lFm and Vm, as calculated from (5.8) and (5.9) into
(5.3). For values of % greater than 0.3 the overlap between the inner and outer
solutions is lost, as the m ^ 4 terms neglected in the expansions (4.6) and (5.3)
become significant. Goldstein was able to proceed further downstream than this
because he was able, with the Blasius solution as the initial profile, to expand his
stream function in powers of £3m + 1 compared with the expansion in powers of
£m + 1 allowed by the Cochran solution.

It is observed that the velocity profiles have adjusted rapidly to the new
boundary condition in the plane Z = 0, and are approaching smoothly towards
a swirling radial jet flow before the eventual decay at large distances from the
disc. As t, increases the radial velocity profile is steadily filling in and the azimuthal
velocity is gradually flattening.

7. Conclusions

It has been shown that the matched asymptotic method used by Goldstein
to solve the boundary layer equations for the near wake downstream from the
trailing edge of a finite flat plate may be extended to solve the boundary equations
for the near wake region of the discharge from the edge of a finite rotating disc.
This is, of course, only the first step towards obtaining the complete picture of
the discharge and it remains to investigate the flow in the neighbourhood of the
edge of the disc and also to continue the boundary layer solution past the near
wake region. Any attempt to examine the flow in the neighbourhood of the edge
of the disc must necessarily involve the full Navier-Stokes equations, but the flow
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u

2 3 4

Z
Figure 2(a)

V

Fig. 2. Profiles of the dimensionless radial velocity, U, and azimuthal velocity, V, are plotted
in (a) and (b) respectively for several values off in the range 0 £5 f £=• 0.3.
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past the near wake region should not be difficult to obtain by using one of the
many methods available for the continuation of boundary layer solutions. Gold-
stein's method itself may be used in a step-by-step manner to continue the boun-
dary layer solution indefinitely but this is true in principle only and proves far
too tedious in practice. A direct numerical method should prove to be most
suitable.
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