
This book aims to attract readers from the field of mental health
and law in its exploration of the psychological and moral aspects
that contribute to sexual offending. In this second edition,
concepts such as violence and treatment are re-evaluated in the
light of the latest evidence, and readers are brought up to date
with the dilemma of the sexual offender in the context of a

technologically advanced world. The authors attempt to explore
sexual offending from a psychodynamic stance to aid understanding
and to achieve a better degree of prevention. Although the authors
are American, most of the concepts are universal and examples
from other countries, including the UK, are included.

The book starts with a discussion of the role of women in
society and how they might be perceived by their aggressors,
and moves on to an examination of the ancient concept of ‘evil’.
The diversity of the paraphilias is laid out, as well as the link
between mental illness and offending.

The authors have included new sections on the idea of cyber-
crime and the complexities around policing the internet, as well as
women offenders and clergy offenders. The text is well illustrated
with case examples.

Most interesting is the debate as to whether sexual offending is
a genuine mental health diagnosis or purely immoral behaviour.
Treatment for sexual offenders is varied and depends on
comorbidities and individual risk factors, and there is variability
in the effectiveness of sexual offender treatment and recidivism.
Mental health and criminal justice systems are then left with the
dilemma of how best this population should be managed, and
by whom. Society is tasked with balancing public safety concerns
against the reintegration of this population safely back into the
community.
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