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NEWS AND NOTES 

The sixth annual meeting of the African Studies Associat ion will be 
held at the Sir F ranc i s Drake Hotel, San Franc i sco , from October 24 through 
26, 1963. Simon and Phoebe Ottenberg of the Universi ty of Washington will 
be p rogram chairmen; David Marvin of San F ranc i sco State College is in 
charge of local a r r a n g e m e n t s . A pre l iminary p r o g r a m and further details 
of the meeting will be mailed to Association m e m b e r s during the s u m m e r . 

* * * 

The L ib ra ry Board of the Universi ty of Ghana has expressed apprec i 
ation to the African Studies Association for the collection of African m a t e r i 
al sent to the International Congress of Africanists in Accra and af terwards 
presented to the L ib ra ry . Some 85 books and approximately 120 rep r in t s 
were presented . 
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A History Seminar convened by P r e s e n c e Africaine will be held in 
Tanganyika late in 1963, probably in September or December . The general 
theme of the seminar will be "The Teaching of History in the Light of Afri
can Evolution" and a considerat ion is planned of The His tor ica l Conscience 
According to African Tradit ion (including h is tory as science and passion, 
ora l African his tory, gathering of t radi t ional documents , and cr i t ica l study 
of in terpreta t ion) . The Teaching of History and The Impera t ives of the Na
tional Conscience, The Teaching of History and Aspira t ions Toward National 
Unity, and P rac t i c a l Questions (archaeological r e s e a r c h , use of other 
sources than books, local a rch ives , centers of study, project concerning 
a basic manual) . 

Ideas, proposals and names of in te res ted h is tor ians a re invited by 
P re sence Africaine, 25 b is , rue des Eco les , P a r i s 5e, F r a n c e . 

* * * 

An African Resea rch and Information Center (AFRIC) has been e s t ab 
lished by the White Fa the r s at 1622 21 st Street N. W. , Washington 9, D. C. , 
to act as a center for documentation on the work of the Catholic Church in 
Africa. The center compr i ses a reference l i b r a ry of about 1500 volumes, 
mainly on the Catholic church but with special sect ions on missiology and 
Islam; a per iodical collection of some 40 t i t les which cover African church 
act ivi t ies; and information files which co r re l a t e data on the church in each 
African country. 

The reference l i b r a ry is open to the public and some m a t e r i a l s a re 
available on in te r l ib ra ry loan. Inquiries by mai l a re welcomed. 

* * * 

A continuing seminar on contemporary Africa, devoted to the humani
t i es , is being given at the Universi ty of Indiana this s emes t e r under the joint 
direct ion of Alan P . M e r r i a m and Roy Sieber . The seminar is designed to 
introduce the student to the African humanit ies and the in ter re la t ionships 
among them, to expand the viewpoint of the African humanit ies as human 
behavior, and to indicate re la t ionships between African humanit ies and the 
study of the social sc iences . Scheduled l e c t u r e r s and topics have included 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0002020600040051 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0002020600040051


-59 -

Jan Vansina on Bakuba Art , Nadia Chilkovsky on African Dance, J ames 
Fernandez on Fang Aesthe t ics , "William Bascom on African Oral L i t e ra tu re , 
Warren d'Azevedo on Aesthet ics of the Gola, Nicholas England on Bushman 
Music, F r a n c e s Herskovi ts on Contemporary African L i t e r a tu re , Douglas 
F r a s e r on African Arch i tec tu re , and Pe t e r Hammond on Mossi Aesthet ics . 

* * # 

The papers of the Leverhulme Conference on "Univers i t ies and the 
Language P rob lems of Tropica l Africa, " held at Ibadan in December 1961, 
will be published in June 1963 by Cambridge Universi ty P r e s s . The pr inc i 
pal subject was the genera l language situation today, with special reference 
to the three internat ional media of English, F rench and Arabic; the papers 
consider the poli t ical , social and educational aspects of language. The 
pr ice of the book will be $4. 50. 

* * * 

A 236-page Inventory of Amer ican Aid to Education in Africa, l ist ing 
by geographic a r ea s the 1961-62 projec ts supported by U .S . private and 
public funds, has been p repared by the Africa l iaison Committee of the 
American Council on Educat ion. Distribution of the inventory is l imited 
but organizat ions with a known in te res t in African education may obtain 
copies from the Commit tee , 1785 Massachuset ts Avenue N. W., Washing
ton 6, D. C. 

* * * 

Recent publications of the L ib ra ry of Congress include two additional 
guides in the s e r i e s , Official Publicat ions of Br i t i sh Eas t Africa. The new 
volumes cover publications of Kenya, Uganda and Zanzibar . The full set is 
now available as follows from the Card Division, L ibra ry of Congress , 
Washington 25, D . C . : I. Eas t Africa High Commission and other Regional 
Documents , 60£; II. Tanganyika, $1 .00; III. Kenya and Zanzibar , $1 .25; 
IV. Uganda, $1 .00 . 

The L ib ra ry has a lso published A List of Amer ican Doctoral D i s s e r t a 
tions on Africa, pr inted in draft form in this Bulletin in March 1961. This 
brochure now l i s t s some 700 en t r i e s . It may be obtained from the Superin
tendent of Documents , Government Pr in t ing Office, Washington 25, D . C . 
P r i c e 35£. 

* * * 

A study on the staffing of African univers i t i es , p repared by Sir Alex
ander Car r -Saunder s for the 1962 UNESCO Conference on Higher Education 
in Tananar ive, has now been published in summary form. The repor t may 
be obtained free of charge from the Publications Division, Amer ican Council 
on Education, 1785 Massachuse t t s Avenue N. W. , Washington 6, D . C . 

* * * 
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