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ANNOUNCEMENT
Proposal to Change the Name of the
Conference Group for Central European History

For the second consecutive year at its annual business meeting, the Executive Board raised the
issue of changing the name of the Conference Group. The proposed new name is “Organization
of Central European Historians.” The vote for this name change will take place at the next annual
business meeting at the 2012 AHA conference.

Why the name change? Founded in 1959, the Conference Group was constituted as an affiliated
society of the American History Association to organize the research and scholarship of German
and Habsburg historians. Over the course of fifty years, the Conference Group has evolved into
an organization that far exceeds the status of an AHA conference affiliate. It edits a distinguished
journal, sponsors article and book prizes, and offers doctoral and postdoctoral travel grants.
Above all, the current name causes confusion among newer members to the profession; it fails to
signify the purpose of the association. Scholars, students, and even historians of German-
speaking central Europe and Habsburg lands do not know what the CGCEH means. The
cumbersome title does a poor job describing our association and attracting new members to it. As
a former president noted, the name “lacked functionality.” To sustain membership and to
promote the association’s organizational roles for the profession, the Executive Board
recommends this name change. The Organization of Central European Historians is a better label
for what the association aspires to be. Of course, our affiliation with the AHA remains the same.

In proposing this change, the Board recognizes the earlier significance of the original name and
extends its sincerest thanks to all members who helped develop the outstanding reputation that the
Conference Group currently enjoys. We hope that the new name will bring success in the same
measure.

We solicit members’ views on this matter. Please contact any officer below to share your
opinion, and we further hope that members will attend the next business meeting in Chicago to
vote on this matter.

The Executive Board

Helmut Walser Smith, President, Vanderbilt University

James Van Horn Melton, Vice President, Emory University

David Sabean, Vice-President Elect, UCLA
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Kenneth F. Ledford, Editor, Central Eurepean History, Case Western Reserve University
James M. Brophy, Executive Secretary-Treasurer, University of Delaware
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Editorial Policy

Central European History publishes articles, review articles, book reviews, and conference
reports dealing with the history of German-speaking central Europe. The journal
solicits manuscripts using all approaches to history and dealing with all historical
periods. Because space is limited, articles which have been or soon will be published
elsewhere are not accepted. Manuscripts submitted to CEH should not be under
consideration by another journal pending decision of the editor on publication. If it is
learned that an article is under submission to another journal while being considered at
CEH, consideration will cease immediately. Unsolicited book reviews are not accepted.

Manuscripts and correspondence should be directed to:

The Editor

Central European History

Case Western Reserve University
Department of History

Mather House Room 209

11201 Euclid Avenue

Cleveland, OH 44106-7107

E-mail: centraleuropeanhistory@case.edu

The editors prefer that manuscripts be submitted in electronic form as e-mail
attachments sent to the journal’s address, preferably in Microsoft Word 2003 or later or
WordPerfect 12.0 or later; Adobe Acrobat pdf files will also be reviewed. Manuscripts
submitted in printed form must be accompanied by a compact disk or diskette with
the article in Word, WordPerfect, or pdf. The entire text of all manuscripts, including
footnotes and headings, must be prepared in double-spaced typescript with generous
margins to allow for copyediting. Footnotes must be numbered consecutively and
should be placed in a separate section at the end of the text.

Correspondence concerning book reviews should be sent to:

The Associate Editor
Central European History
Department of History
Amberst College
Ambherst, MA 01002
E-mail: ceh@ambherst.edu

Further guidelines for the preparation of manuscripts for publication in Central European
History will be sent upon acceptance of materials by the editor. All materials will be
edited to conform with The Chicago Manual of Style in matters regarding punctuation,
capitalization, and format. The final decision on style remains with the editor.
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