
society’ in The Urban Revolution in relation to his concept of ‘spatial identity’. Lefebvre interrogated
the ‘tendencies, orientations and virtualities’ involved in the production of urban space.1 For him,
the move toward ‘urban society’ is a postindustrial, universal process of human life becoming more
complex with dense ‘interrelated networks’ of relationships wherein the urban space produces a
constant tension between homogenizing and differentiating forces.2 It would take far more space
than this book review allows for me to explore, but as I read Making Identity I pondered how
Lefebvre’s concept would, or would not, apply to Bagamoyo as it became an urban society, with
tensions pulling toward localization and globalization at the same time. Likewise, Doreen
Massey’s work on ‘a global sense of place’ would to my mind clearly resonate with Fabian’s analysis
of cosmopolitanism and localization in Bagamoyo.3 Like Fabian, Massey was working to rethink
‘our sense of place’, to see it not simply as a defensive, reactionary attachment but as an
‘outward-looking’ strategy for engaging with the world, as Wabagamoyo often seem to have done
over the period of time Fabian examines.4 But the book is already quite thick with references
and empirical detail, so these are perhaps questions for someone else’s book.

I have been engaging with the debates in which Fabian engages for 40 years, and yet I still learned
much from Making Identity. The breadth, depth, and range of Fabian’s archival work is astounding,
including extensive work in the UK, Germany, Tanzania, Zanzibar, and elsewhere, utilizing French,
German, Swahili, and English-language documents. Fabian’s careful reading and deployment of
archival evidence is masterful, backed by judicious use of oral interviews. It is a valuable contribu-
tion to African urban history on several fronts at once.
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Joshua Grace’s African Motors offers a fascinating, wide-ranging historical account of automobility
in what is now Tanzania. Grace’s central thesis is that ‘African users put car, road, energy and soci-
ety together’ differently than in the Fordist heartlands of the Global North (8). Scholarship on the
history of private automobiles tends to argue that the car stands for standardization and consumer-
ism; it is near synonymous with ‘midcentury forms of modernization… [that] represented the

1H. Lefebvre, The Urban Revolution, trans. Robert Bononno (Minneapolis, 2003 [1970]), 3.
2Ibid., 167.
3D. Massey, Space, Place and Gender (Minneapolis, 1994), 146.
4Ibid., 147.
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highest form of social and economic life’ (26). Grace demonstrates that in Tanzania, by contrast, the
car was at the center of a ‘vernacular machinic complex’ characterized by repair, modification, cau-
tion, and an implicitly low-carbon footprint (8). This vernacular machinic complex in turn high-
lights local understandings of maendeleo (development) that have little to do with raw GDP
growth, but are rather rooted in ‘a more extensive language about well-being’ (11). Drawing on
its etymology (kwenda means to go), Grace contends that maendeleo may be less about material
wealth per se and more about the ability to move, both socially and spatially, a claim that resonates
with anthropological analyses of development in relation to African discourses on personhood and
flourishing.1

Grace is an intrepid researcher, not only plumbing novel archives but also conducting extensive
oral histories and even getting his hands dirty at local garages. The result is a welcome emphasis on
the way automobility coevolved with local concepts and logics. We learn, for example, how colonial
roads never managed to replace — but instead supplemented — the regional njia (foot paths and
‘bush tracks’) that allowed people to avoid colonial surveillance and taxation. On the subject of con-
tinuities, Grace also shows how early twentieth century German and later British colonial officials
cruelly and hypocritically resorted to local modes of porterage, reminiscent of the slave trade they
claimed to replace, when their cars inevitably broke down (45–50).

A related theme is that car work reflected vernacular traditions of masculine self-making through
enskillment — that is, the acquisition of practical knowledge. The expertise of African tanibois
(‘turnboys’) and drivers challenged the infantilizing racism of the colonial state that employed
them. By the 1930s mechanics were setting up gereji bubu (unofficial or ‘mute’ garages) reminiscent
of the viwandani (worksites) of the precolonial Swahili coast. Mafundi (mechanics, literally those
with knowledge) gained technical mastery, built houses, raised families, and won honorifics through
their learned labor. Drivers too built up their lives, undertaking long-distance journeys full of risk
and possibility, both physical and spiritual. Grace is well attuned to the historical resonances of what
Jane Guyer once called ‘self-realization’ through automobiles.2 In one particularly illuminating pas-
sage he details a lexicon that points back to a cultural history of ironworking; the car is a ‘tool of fire’
(chombo cha moto) whose operation involves firing (kuchoma), inserting (kuchomeka), and pulling
(kuchomoa) (74). Both before and after colonial conquest and so-called modernity, the ability to
effect material transformation has remained a classic source of social power in the region.

By independence in 1961, automobiles and society were getting put together in ways that
reflected the challenges of postcolonial development. President Julius Nyerere’s vision of a properly
socialist urban mobility centered on a publicly run municipal bus system. As that system faltered in
the 1970s, citizens argued that the mushrooming of private taxis and minibuses did not so much
undermine public transport as supplement it amidst inauspicious conditions; Grace makes the
case for seeing this as a kind of political repair, what, citing Steven Jackson, he calls a ‘broken
world thinking’ more subtle and pragmatic than Cold War dichotomies of state and market (87).

Grace’s commitment to the whole ‘machinic complex’ is expansive, and includes a detailed ana-
lysis — and complex, partial defense — of Tanzania’s rural modernization. When Grace asserts that
Nyerere had a ‘technologically minimalist approach to African socialism’ that was seemingly under-
cut by state construction of dams, roads, and pipes, I do wonder who he is arguing against (189).
After all, simple peasant labor and centralized government infrastructure were always meant to
complement each other in the rural modernization schemes of the era (indeed, no less an arch
cold warrior than Robert MacNamara supported villagization on just this basis).3 In any case, by

1e.g. I. Karp, ‘Development as personhood: tracing the contours of a moral discourse’ in B. Knauft (ed.), Critically Modern:
Alternatives, Alterities, Anthropologies (Bloomington, IN, 2002), 62–104; M. Jackson, Life Within Limits: Well-being in a
World of Want (Durham, NC, 2011).

2J. I. Guyer. ‘Wealth in people and self-realization in Equatorial Africa’, Man, 28:2 (1993), 243–65.
3S. Delehanty, ‘From modernization to villagization: the World Bank and Ujamaa’, Diplomatic History, 44:2 (2020),

289–314.
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the global energy crisis of 1973, Tanzania was positioned at the wrong end of a neocolonial world
system; the party-state had to abandon the assumption of an ‘oily’ socialist economy and instead
find more obviously minimalist ways to survive (185). Grace’s account of the inner workings of
oil barter in the Tanzanian Petroleum Development Corporation is an interesting and novel contri-
bution to this history, though there is surely more to say about how the ‘self-reliance’ of government
officials in the 1970s became a key ingredient of a new catch-as-catch-can capitalism in the 1980s.4

Grace’s conclusion offers a condensed but suggestive tour of the dramatically different auto
world of the 1990s and 2000s: endless snaking foleni ( jams), deadly car crashes, and misafara
(quasi-militarized government convoys that stop all traffic for miles and hours). Three decades
of cheap oil and liberalized imports (most recently of cheap motorcycle taxis from China) have
ensured that urban Tanzania is utterly choked by private transport, while the endless construction
projects of the Magufuli administration (2015–21) will only put more wheels on the road. And yet
elements of the previous machinic complex remain, from the rough communalism of the minibus
(predictably demonized by Western planners) to the general frustration that the rich travel in pri-
vate, air-conditioned comfort while the poor commute cheek to jowl. Like other recent works,
African Motors retrieves the histories of 1970s and 1980s — as well as the deeper histories of
African ingenuity — and gives them a new salience.5 As the planet confronts the limits of endless,
petrol-dependent growth, African Motors shows us a different history of automobility, enriching our
ability to think the car, development, and even modernity itself otherwise.

doi:10.1017/S0021853723000051
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George Roberts’s Revolutionary State-Making in Dar es Salaam: African Liberation and the Global
Cold War, 1961–1974 provides a well-researched and engagingly written account of Dar es Salaam’s
status as what he calls a ‘Cold War city’ (27) during Tanzania’s ujamaa era. It joins a raft of recent
scholarship composing new histories of the city’s long-famous place in the worlds of nonalignment,
Third World socialism, left-wing activism, and Southern African liberation.1 An international

4M. Lofchie, The Political Economy of Tanzania (Philadelphia, 2014), 42.
5e.g. E. Brownell, Gone to Ground: A History of Environment and Infrastructure in Dar es Salaam (Pittsburgh, 2020).
1A non-exhaustive list includes J. R. Brennan, ‘The secret lives of Dennis Phombeah: decolonization, the Cold War, and

African political intelligence, 1953–1974’, The International History Review, 43:1 (2021), 153–69; J. R. Brennan, ‘The Cold War
battle over global news in East Africa: decolonization, the free flow of information, and the media business, 1960–1980’,
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