LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Plagiarism and Copyright Violation: Two Things
in Common

Viroj Wiwanitkit, MD

The recent editorial on plagiarism and copyright violation is '1nteresting.1 Indeed, these
two issues are not the same things but they usually exist concurrently. Typically, the
plagiarist directly uses the verbatim content from the original source without proper
citation and quotation. For sure, this is copy violation. However, the plagiarist might use
other difficult-to-detect methods of plagiarism such as total or partial use of a figure
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plagiarism detection tools; readers and journal editors have to stay up-to-date to catch
these new tricks of the plagiarists. Nevertheless, the proper management of cases of
plagiarism and copy violation should be applied.
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