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Two factors have been instrumental in drawing scientists and scholars
to northwestern Peru: oil resources and the climatic phenomena known
as El Nino. During the past seventy-five years many aspects of the
geology, paleontology, geography, climate, botany, zoology, and ar
chaeology of the region north of the Sechura Desert have become well
known. Due to the attention that scientists and the Peruvian govern
ment have paid to this area, the departments of Piura and Tumbes are
scientifically the best known regions of Peru.
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