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ling, Virginia, portrays the soil as a living system
comprised of a matrix of mineral and organic
material, air, water, and various beneficial microor-
ganisms and macroorganisms. The activities of
these organisms can enhance soil quality through
biological nitrogen fixation, suppression of
pathogens and diseases, improved soil aggregation
and structure, decomposition of organic wastes,
nutrient cycling, and increased aeration and per-
meability. These activities are vital to the develop-
ment and maintenance of healthy and high quality
soils for a more sustainable agriculture that will en-
sure the production of abundant, safe, and nutritious
food and fiber both today and for future generations.
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