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WHO SAVE LIVES: Clean Your Hands 5 May 2010 

A call to action for all health-care professionals 

Are you a health-care professional concerned about infection prevention and 
control? Do you want to save lives? 

As part of the Clean Care is Safer Care programme, WHO is again promoting its global 
annual hand hygiene initiative on 5 May 2010, building on the success of May 2009 
when 5 000 health-care facilities registered their support. This year we are aiming for 10 
000 by May 2010. 

How can you help? 

+ Register for SAVE LIVES: Clean Your Hands if you haven't already and ask 5 
others that you know to register as well. The process is simple, go to: 
http://www.who.int/aDsc/5mav/reaister/en/index.html 

+ Develop your own hand hygiene activities linked to this year's WHO global annual 
initiative, and include the promotion of WHO 'My 5 moments for hand hygiene' and 
alcohol-based handrub. WHO fliers can be provided for events 

+ Share your activities with WHO (email savelives@who.int) and WHO will share these, 
to encourage others, on a dedicated website 

+ Publicize your activities locally, for example in newsletters, etc 
+ Participate in the WHO 2010 free webinars on infection control, including a special 

week from 3-5 May focusing exclusively on hand hygiene and featuring a key lecture 
by Professor Didier Pittet on 5 May 

+ Find out if there is a national hand hygiene campaign in your area and link to this 
+ Encourage others to take action - help spread the hand hygiene message - consider 

adding a SAVE LIVES: Clean Your Hands sign off signature to your email 

Find out all about the support available from WHO at http://www.who.int/gpsc/5mav 

Taking action now will ensure that you are part of a growing global movement and will 
help to address health care-associated infections. 

Thank you for your support 
Professor Didier Pittet, Dr Benedetta Allegranzi, Claire Kilpatrick 
and all at WHO First Global Patient Safety Challenge 

"On 5 May 2010, the World Health Organization (WHO) in their SAVE LIVES: Clean Your 
Hands annual initiative activities, will again issue a global call to action inviting health
care workers, facilities and organisations throughout the world to actively campaign for 
improved hand hygiene at the point of care to reduce health care-associated infections 
and to demonstrate their commitment to this priority global movement." 
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