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Arthur Karklins, coordinator of U. of W. Language Laboratory, is shown in control room of main lab. All tape for the main lab is handled and 
played in this room. University’s facilities alsp include duplicating equipment and a soundproof room for preparing instructional tapes.

. . . the extra-strength tape for long, 
hard classroom use and economy!

16 LANGUAGES PLUS SPEECH, LINGUISTICS KEEP 
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON'S TAPE-EQUIPPED LABS BUSY!

At the University of Washington in 
Seattle, work with language labora-
tories began informally in 1950. This 
teaching method received new im-
petus with the installation of new 
magnetic tape equipment and the 
completion of lab facilities in 1957. 
Today, 16 languages are taught using 
a main laboratory with 81 booths 
plus a 20-position experimental lab.

INCREASED NUMBER OF 
LANGUAGES TAUGHT
In addition to instruction in 16 lan-
guages, including English, university 
labs are used in teaching speech and 
linguistics. Foreign languages include

French, Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, 
German, Norwegian, Swedish, Dan-
ish, Latin, Greek and Russian . . . 
plus Chinese, Japanese, Tibetan and 
Hindu-Urdu, which were added to 
the lab program last year.

During the first 25 months after the 
1957 modernization, total student 
lab attendance numbered 114,926, 
with a daily average of 230. Each 
student registered in a course aver-
aged almost 20 lab sessions. About 
75 tapes were played daily, with an 
average of 3 students participating 
in each of these individual tape les-
sons. Total length of tape played 
during this 25-month period would

reach from Rochester, N.Y., to San 
Francisco, Calif.

TAPE IS EFFICIENT
TEACHING AID!
Arthur Karklins, who has been co-
ordinator of university language 
laboratories since 1957, reports: 
"Magnetic tape has shown itself to 
be a more efficient technical teaching 
aid than films, film strips, slides or 
colored pictures on the wall—and 
flexible enough to both implement 
and supplement conventional class-
room instruction.
"I am happy to report,” he con-
tinues, "that with each succeeding
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