
multilingual and multiethnic realities of the Ottoman everyday life (with specific ref-
erence to “coexistence” and “sociability) is constantly stressed, both with regard to
the use of sources (essentially in Turkish) and the angle of observation (from the view
point of the center/the state/bureaucracy, political movements, intellectuals, and
Turkish press), Ottoman non-Muslims usually remain in the background with minimal
visibility and agency in these accounts. Furthermore, we might as well touch upon the
methodological specificities of the “French school” of Turkology, which gives priority
to “sources” and analyzing a document (or a phenomenon), instead of engaging with
current theoretical debates (which might, in fact, determine the field in the
Anglo-Saxon world). The reader would, no doubt, notice that all the twelve articles
in the collection start with a brief introduction that summarizes the guiding questions
of the research, but do not provide a more general theoretical discussion that reso-
nates with the developments in social sciences. With regard to sources, it is clear that
François Georgeon has never been a fan of the Prime Ministry’s Ottoman Archives.
Instead, he has relied on his deep knowledge of sources of written and oral
culture, especially through periodicals, journal, newspapers, compilations, and
booklets. Compared to discontinuities, anonymities, and undeciphered chronological
complexities in archival material, this kind of source material, essentially prepared
and published for an audience, and thus potentially presenting a fuller (and more
colorful) picture of the past, gives the historian a better hand to organize his material
within a very lucid narrative and a highly reader-friendly structure.

As a final remark, it is worth noting that the book is dedicated to Bülent Tanör
(1940–2002), whom Georgeon get to know and became friends with in the second half
of the 1970s, while he was a researcher at the Institut Français d'Études Anatoliennes
and both lived in Cihangir. Whether this is a manner of reminiscing his initial years in
the field of Ottoman and Turkish studies or reflecting upon the fluctuations in the
social and political history of Turkey is hard to tell, but I sincerely look forward
to new publications of this eminent historian. François Georgeon’s calm and clear
style of writing is without doubt a gift to all readers of history, but it is as well a great
lesson and inspiration for all the students and researchers of the Ottoman past.

Nazan Maksudyan
Centre Marc Bloch/Freie Universität Berlin, Germany

Email: nazan.maksudyan@fu-berlin.de

Jonathan Parry, Promised Lands: The British and the Ottoman Middle East. Princeton,
NJ: Princeton University Press, 2022, 480 pages.
doi:10.1017/npt.2022.33

Jonathan Parry’s book examines the history of the British policies toward the Middle
East in the first half of the nineteenth century considering the mindset and attitudes
of the policy makers as well as the influence and interests of the individuals and com-
panies. It draws on the British sources and tries to understand their viewpoints, aspi-
rations, and prejudices. The book provides sophisticated explanations to many British
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undertakings in late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries that go beyond the
stereotypical premises and complements the “Ottoman-centric” perspectives on
the remaking of the Arab east in the modern era that reached to a considerable
volume. Parry offers new frame of analysis for many well-known British actions such
as their relations with Mehmed Ali of Egypt, their support to the Jews, and the British
attitudes toward Islam.

The book contains twelve chapters focusing on the various aspects of the British
foreign and commercial policy toward the Arab East containing Egypt. Following an
old-fashioned Eurocentric tradition, he starts the book with the Napoleon’s invasion,
which, according to these viewpoints, constituted a turning point for the moderniza-
tion history of the region, but differs from them contextualizing the British battle for
Egypt in a larger Indian and European politics sheding light on the competing
“Europeanist” and “Indianist” factions among the British foreign policy makers
and their impact on decision-making processes. Chapter 1 also highlights how the
Ottoman–British alliance against Napoleon initiated a process for the inclusion of
the Ottoman Empire in the European diplomacy. In addition, the chapter contains
many details regarding the relations of the local leaders like Cezzar Ahmed of
Sidon and Amir Bashir of Lebanon with the British. In follow-up, Chapter 2 indicates
how influential a second French invasion of Egypt was to their support to Mehmed Ali
who exhibited a promising leadership for stability in Egypt and the Red Sea.

Chapters 3 and 4 examine the evolution of the British policy toward Iraq, the
Persian Gulf, and Arabia and the British penetration into the region in the first half
of the nineteenth century focusing on the differing attitudes, interests, and perspec-
tives of personalities who made an impact on the policy-making processes of the
empire. These chapters include many details about the activities of the officials of
the East India Company and individual merchants needed to increase the commercial
relations between these regions and India, on which the great amount of their rev-
enues relied. The author adds to our knowledge about the relations between the
prominent British figures and the Ottoman officials in Baghdad, and the relationships
of the British representatives and merchants in the Gulf region with the Wahhabis. In
addition, the chapter deals with the British–Russian/British–French competition over
the Ottoman Iraqi provinces and the Gulf. Chapter 4 also provides valuable details on
earlier history of steam navigation from the British perspectives, particularly the
Euphrates Expedition of 1838. Sections on the undertakings to connect Europe with
India through the Mesopotamian rivers, Syria, and Mediterranean provide a compact
narrative that brings many details and perspectives together and demonstrate the
contingencies in the British policy of the nineteenth century. These chapters would
be more beneficial if Ottoman and/or Russian and French perspectives benefitting
from the documents of these states had been added.

Chapter 5 focuses on the British–Mehmed Ali relations in the heydays of the
Egyptian ruler that examines varying attitudes among the British officials toward
the state-monopolistic economic model of Mehmed Ali in Egypt and Syria. While
one group advocated Mehmed Ali considering that the best option for the Middle
East was the Pasha’s model, others adopted a pro-free-trade attitude and defended
its globalization as much as possible. It also discusses how Mehmed Ali’s policies
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and the British preferences were reconciled. Although the chapter contains detailed
information about the Egyptian–British relations in Egypt and Syria, again, the lack of
an Egyptian perspective prevents the author from making broader analyses both on
the British policy and its impact and its reception by the Egyptian policy makers.

The Ottoman–British relations shaped by the reestablishment of the Ottoman rule
in Syria with the help of the British and other European powers are analyzed in
Chapter 6 and unearth many details and shed new light on the political attitudes
of many politicians like David Urquhart, Bashir Qasim (of Lebanon), and Mustafa
Reşid Paşa whose agency brought about a strong support to the Ottoman expedition
of Syria in 1840. It also revisits the role of the free trade in the establishment of an
alliance between the two empires.

British religious sectarianism in Syria and Kurdistan is discussed in Chapters 7
and 8. Chapter 7 provides a historical background and indicates that the
Protestant religious institutions –Anglican and Dissenting – had an impact on policies
toward Syria and Kurdistan in the late 1830s and 1840s focusing on the relations with
the non-Greek Orthodox and Roman Catholic communities such as Nestorians
and Assyrians. In follow-up, Chapter 8 elaborates the British sectarian policies in
the context of the French, Ottoman, and British competition for influence among
the non-Muslim communities of the Middle East.

Chapter 9 focuses on Stanford Canning’s policies toward the Christians of the
Ottoman Empire who defended, in line with the Tanzimat’s conception and contrary
to the British consuls in Syria and Iraq, an equal idea of citizenship of the Ottoman
subjects. Other British representatives in the region were concerned about the
increasing French and Russian influences while Canning’s approach concentrated
on the Ottoman Empire and had a considerable impact on the transformation of
the Ottoman policies toward the non-Muslim societies. In a similar vein, Chapter
10 examines “Britain’s strategies for promoting order along the southern and eastern
borders of the Ottoman Empire where it had naval authority” (p. 298) in the 1840s
when steam power consolidated the British hold over the routes to India. The author
highlights that the British Empire was the power most consistently challenged the
Ottoman territorial assumptions. The collaboration and conflict between the local
Ottoman and British officials and merchants over the issues such as trade, the limits
of the freedom of action for the local tribes, and the border between the Ottomans
and Persia are also touched throughout the chapter.

The author returns to Egypt in Chapter 11 to demonstrate Egypt’s centrality for
the realization of Britain’s global imperialist vision because the country is invested as
a corridor to India. To that end, Parry details the British projects such Alexandria-
Cairo-Suez Railway projects that would consummate Egypt’s position as a corridor.
The last chapter discusses the impact of the Crimean War on the liberalization of
the Ottoman Empire and its legitimation in the Western public opinion as the elimi-
nation of the Russian threat for Europe and for Jerusalem although the situation of
the latter in European propaganda has not been satisfactorily elaborated.

The book provides a compact history of the British policies toward the Arab east
balancing between the agencies of the influential personalities and the government
policies. It is a successfully “humanized” diplomatic history although the author has
“made no attempt to explore the effects of British activities on local societies” (p. 13)
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that would make the content more diverse and demonstrate better the multitude of
interactions between the British and the local people.

M. Talha Çiçek
Istanbul Medeniyet University

Email: talha.cicek@medeniyet.edu.tr

Murat Metinsoy, The Power of the People: Everyday Resistance and Dissent in the Making
of Modern Turkey, 1923–38. Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press,
2021, xi� 405 pages.
doi:10.1017/npt.2023.4

The scholarship about the early Turkish Republic has transformed significantly in the
past two decades. Historians of the period have moved away from a focus on the state,
the political institutions, and the leaders to the society as well as the interaction
between state and society. Rather than working from either the dominant assumption
of a top-down authoritarian modernization process or social class and class struggle
as the key determinants of republican history, a growing number of historians are
now interested in the lives of ordinary people, their experiences, and their contribu-
tion to the evolution of modern Turkey.

Murat Metinsoy’s The Power of the People contributes to this growing scholarship. The
author of an earlier book about everyday life in Turkey during World War II, in this new
book Metinsoy examines state-society relations in 1920s and 1930s Turkey in three
broad areas organized around three parts. Parts 1 and 2 deal with the peasantry and
the urban labor, respectively, whereas Part 3 is dedicated to the sphere of cultural
reforms and cultural change. Metinsoy is interested in understanding how ordinary
citizens, the nonelite, copedwith the state-initiated or state-controlled social, economic,
political, and cultural changes and challenges in the formative years of the republic, a
period characterized by an authoritarianmodernization project, recovery from a decade
of wars, and a major global economic crisis. This book is also an effort to understand
how far the republican project of modernization transformed society and how ordinary
people’s resistance played a role in shaping that transformation.

Metinsoy takes the absence of peasant revolts or urban rebellions not as a sign of
lack of dissent and opposition, but, similar to some of the recent scholarship, as an
invitation to study the everyday politics of ordinary people. Inspired by the insights
of the subaltern school, especially by James C. Scott’s idea that people resort to the
weapons of the weak and everyday forms of resistance in the absence of opportunities
for open protest and opposition, Metinsoy traces the everyday politics of peasants,
workers, and others he defines as nonelite, in the interwar period.

The idea that Scott’s notion of the weapons of the weakmight provide a useful frame-
work for understanding the early republican period has already been suggested. What is
original here is that Metinsoy makes a comprehensive and sustained effort to apply that
framework in multiple fields, including two social groups (peasants and urban labor) and
several areas of the Kemalist cultural reforms. The first two sections are more original

132 Book Reviews

https://doi.org/10.1017/npt.2022.33 Published online by Cambridge University Press

mailto:talha.cicek@medeniyet.edu.tr
https://doi.org/10.1017/npt.2023.4
https://doi.org/10.1017/npt.2022.33

