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Abstract
Studies on criminal justice in Ghana have implicated the police in bribery, breach of trust,
crime trade, and brutality, among others. This study departed from the approach of
“perceived wrongs” cited against the police and examined the less untold challenges which
militate against child-friendly policing in the country. A total of 160 police respondents
were randomly selected from three police districts in the Northern Region of Ghana in a
correlational study design. Administering a questionnaire was used as the primary data
collection method. The study found that the police are constrained by inadequate cells for
juveniles, inadequate serviceable vehicles, lack of remand homes for juveniles, lack of State-
owned temporary shelters for victims of abuse and inadequate budgetary support for
handling juvenile crimes. Using Kendall’s coefficient of concordance, with a 147.119
(df = 5) value for χ2, the asymptotic significance (p) was 0.000, signifying a significant
agreement among police officers’ grading scores. Kendall’s coefficient of concordance (W)
figure was found to be 0.751, implying that 75.1% of the ranking scores given by police
officers were in consonance with these challenges which have restrained them from any
practical child-friendly policing and administration of juvenile justice in the study locality.
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INTRODUCTION
Recent literature has recognized child-friendly policing as a critical component of
juvenile justice due to the sheer number of children who come into contact with the
police. The juvenile justice system involves arrest, judicial recordings and
sentencing, among others, targeting the restoration and reintegration of the
juvenile (Hoffman and Baerg 2011). On the basis of different philosophies,
objectives and codes, juvenile justice systems vary from one country to another.
Nonetheless, they all should focus on the best interest of the child (Penal Reform
International 2013).
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Penal Reform International (2013) and Justice with Children (2021) noted that
children and young people come into contact with the police when they are alleged
as, accused of, or recognized as having violated the penal law, or as witnesses or
victims of crimes. The United Nations World Youth Report (United Nations
Department of Economic and Social Affairs 2003) has previously indicated that the
problem of children in conflict with the law has become more intricate and
universal. It stated that the number of children who were involved in crime between
1992 and 2000 was projected to have increased from 80 million to 150 million. In
the United States alone, an estimated 195,000 young people are reported to be
admitted to detention facilities nationwide yearly, and approximately 15,600 are
held in detention daily (The Annie E. Casey Foundation 2023).

Mohammadi’s (2021) study found that a projected 30 million children in
developing countries face the juvenile crime justice system due to stealing. This is
mainly attributed to the poor economic state of these developing countries.
According to the Encyclopedia of World Problems & Human Potential (Union of
International Associations 2022), boy offenders outstrip girls at a ratio of about 10:1
globally. It noted that among all crimes committed by children, crimes against
property including stealing from cars, shops and houses are the dominant ones.
A similar trend was found in the report released by the Ghana Prison Service (2023).
As at 6 February 2023, the country had a total juvenile prison population of 256,
apparently all boys. According to the report, Ghana has a total prison population of
14,922 as against the authorized prison population of 10,265, with the male
population standing at 14,753 (98.9%). This validates the assertion that males (both
adults and children) dominate in criminal-related activities globally.

The above discussions raise critical issue about juvenile justice across the globe.
Justice with Children (2021) noted that policing arrangements in connection with
children should be “child-friendly”, a practice that guarantees that children who
come into contact with the police and the justice system are treated in a way which is
reasonable, suitable and not detrimental. Emotionally and psychologically, the
brains of children are less mature than adults. They are also less accountable for the
outcomes of their actions; hence, they should be given further attention (Justice with
Children 2021; Penal Reform International 2013).

The emerging picture is that every effort should be made to protect any child who
comes into contact with the police. This is imperative because the police are
normally the leading point of contact for children when they are in challenging
situations (Justice with Children 2021).1 A secure environment thus provides
children with the prospects for all-round development. The United Nations
Committee on the Rights of the Child2 expressed that all categories of children
accused of infringing the penal code should be treated in a manner that supports
their reintegration, and making them productive in society. Children are, thus,
precious to nations (Nukunya 2003) and sensitive in the eyes of the law and society.

1Also see the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015. No. 2 of 2016. Ministry of Law
and Justice (Legislative Department), New Delhi.

2United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment No. 10 (2007): Children’s
Rights in Juvenile Justice, CRC/C/GC/10. Retrieved 6 October 2022 (https://www.refworld.org/docid/
4670fca12.html).
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However, they are exposed to all forms of abuse, and are expected to be trained and
protected with decorum to enable them to realize their overall development. Against
this frame of thinking, international and national policy documents emphasize
having child-friendly police stations that demonstrate child friendliness in attitude,
ambience, infrastructure, procedure and enforcement (Ghana Police Service 2016;
National Commission for Protection of Child Rights 2017; Penal Reform
International 2013).3

The United Nations World Youth Report (United Nations Department of
Economic and Social Affairs 2003), however, has hinted that crime prevention
strategies and mitigating programmes targeting law-breaking by juveniles across the
globe either do not exist or are unsuitable to deal with the realities. It noted that the
approaches to these hitches by many developing countries are quite insignificant,
and international programmes are perceptibly deficient. The resources for effective
policing are under threat due to budgetary constraints (National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights 2017). Prevention of criminal activities should be a part
of any comprehensive strategy to address crime. The United Nations World Youth
Report (United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs 2003) stated
that the overall effects of programmes instituted by developed countries targeting
juvenile crime prevention are fundamentally weak as the mechanisms in place are
often insufficient to address the present-day practicalities.

Consequently, across all social divides, children who have come into contact with
the police have often reported negative experiences in their exchanges (Justice with
Children 2021). This is detrimental to the development of children and thereby
creates enduring strains and distrust between the police and communities (Justice
with Children 2021). The United Nations World Youth Report (United Nations
Department of Economic and Social Affairs 2003) advocated that the administra-
tion of juvenile justice should be all-inclusive in order to encourage active
participation of local authorities in preventing youth crime and reintegrating young
offenders into society through support projects, with the ultimate aim of promoting
responsible citizenship.

The import of the foregoing ideas is that child-friendly policing and justice
delivery require varying resources and inventiveness by the police. Apparently, in
Ghana, as across the globe, the police, as an institution primarily responsible for
internal security, has come under attack and is known more for its associated bad
practices than the challenges which restrain it from any meaningful policing
arrangement. A review of present and past scholarly finds that works on the
preservation of criminal justice are filled with police misconducts and brutalities.
Low public–police collaboration is blamed on police attitude revealed in bribery,
breach of trust, crime trade, lack of respect and brutality, among others (Adegoke
2016; Amagnya 2017; Atuguba 2007; Faull 2011; Manaliyo 2016; Marfo, Badu-
Yeboah, and Gyader 2021; Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
2008; Schanzer et al. 2016; Wekesa and Muturi 2016). This development, as in
Ghana, has slanted public attention from the obvious challenges that militate against

3Also see United Nations, Convention on the Rights of the Child, New York (adopted 20 November 1989,
entered into force 2 September 1990), 1577 UNTS 3.
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any active child-friendly policing and the maintenance of justice for children in the
country. This is the niche of the present study.

While so much is demanded from the police in terms of justice delivery, the
public voice on the challenges facing the institution is hardly pronounced. Dispersed
scholarly works in Ghana (Bagson and Owusu 2016; Marfo 2016; Marfo et al. 2021;
Owusu et al. 2016) have cited inadequate service vehicles, modern communication
gadgets and personnel as among the challenges confronting the police. For instance,
a recent study by Ame et al. (2020) on Ghana’s juvenile justice system focused
principally on assessing the state of selected formal institutions and agencies in the
country. Their study found inappropriate police cells for juveniles on remand, and
an inadequate number of juvenile court judges and panel members as among the
problems making an impact on the country’s juvenile justice. Important as these
studies are, none obviously looked more closely and holistically into the untold
challenges which prevent the practice of a meaningful child-friendly policing in the
administration of juvenile justice in the country. This underscored the significance
of the current study.

The Police as an Innovative Guardian

The proposition is that to be able to safeguard the child’s sense of self-worth, and to
achieve the spirit of transformation and reintegration into society, the juvenile
justice system should be accorded with special treatment. States in this regard are
entreated to uphold the interest of the child as a core value of their implementation
of legislative policy. The juvenile justice system is complex by nature and involves a
variety of institutions and bodies. Key among these institutions and bodies is the
police (Hamilton 2011; Justice with Children 2021).

Resourcing the police to function as the guardian for children in the juvenile
administration system in an ever-changing environment is critical. The duty of the
police is not only to prevent and detect crime, and to arrest and detain offenders,
but, most importantly, to ensure that the end of justice delivery involving the minor
becomes productive. Any justice delivery process which undermines the
development of any child is counterproductive to the spirit of the 1992
Constitution of the Republic of Ghana and other legal policy documents targeting
the wellbeing of the child. This is in consonance with the principle of the change
theory of policing which anchored the present study. Kegley (2009) wrote that the
globe is undergoing a constant and rapid change. He contends that we can make the
world better if we can provide the tools necessary for understanding why it exists
and how events are unfolding.

Newcomb’s (1943) study on attitude and change found that the attitudes of
people change as their reference groups change. He posited that people gradually
divaricated over time. Change theory of policing associates modifications in policing
to changes in societal circumstances. It focuses on the quality and effectiveness of
the police in crime control and the administration of criminal justice in the ever-
changing environment. It is postulated that policing arrangements change, because
the societies in which they operate are dynamic.

The application of change theory in policing is quite relevant in this study in that
the emergence of human rights and transformation activism in policing circles, the
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rise of new politically influential civic society, the growth of child criminality and
discourses on child justice, the advent of interest groups in child welfare and the
demand for greater accountability from the police require constant overhauling of
the police as an institution. The globalized nature of contemporary societies and
technological innovations in information processing and communication in
criminal science demand that the police should be transformed and galvanize
requisite resources and skills to function as a friendly and effective guardian. The
police, thus, cannot remain reserved from the changing societal contexts within
which they work if they wish to remain sincere and responsive. The complexity of
modern societies suggests that the police have to act and react to the changing
circumstances so as to make their role beneficial. It is argued that until the mandate
of the police matches its resources, the police institution will serve as a scapegoat
and the State and society will ever blame it for any criminal justice administration
failure. As noted by Penal Reform International (2013), legislative reform in
countries targeting the protection of children’s rights in the justice system is
necessary. It, however, unequivocally stated that, empirically, support for those who
work within the justice systems is the key to effective and fair implementation of the
principles of justice.

METHODOLOGY
Research Design

Given the objective of the study, a correlational design was employed. As argued by
Creswell (2009), such a design enables a researcher to use the correlational statistic
to describe and measure the degree or relationship between two or more sets of
scores. This design helped the researchers to establish the significant agreement
among police officers’ ranking scores of challenges in the study locality.

Profile of the Study Locality

The study locality is situated in the Northern Region of Ghana. The region has 16
administrative districts, with a population of 2,310,939 (Ghana Statistical Service
2021). In terms of crime control and justice delivery, the region is under the
authority of the Northern Regional Police (1992 Constitution of the Republic of
Ghana, Article 200) with 1,158 police personnel. The region has a police–citizen
ratio of 1:1,996, far above the United Nations’ endorsed ratio of 1:500. This by
implication exerts much pressure on the police in terms of criminal justice delivery.

Sample

Due to financial constraints (transportation and enumeration costs), the researchers
employed the simple random sampling technique to select three police districts out
of the 16 in the study region. The selected police districts shared similar
characteristics with all the other police districts within the region. According to the
Northern Region Police Command (2022), the three selected police districts had a
combined police population of 203. Given this information, Yamane’s (1967)
sample size determination approach was employed which enabled the researchers to
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select the required number of 160 gender-inclusive police respondents comprising
96 males and 64 females. After determining the required number of respondents, a
proportionate sampling approach was employed to select a specific number of
police respondents from each of the selected districts. The sample size obtained
from the study using the Yamane approach is shown in Table 1 (Israel 2017;
Yamane 1967:886).

Sample size formula:
n = N/[1 + N(e)2]
N = sample frame (203)
n = sample or sample size
e = error margin (0.05)
For males: n = 127/[1� 127 (0.05)2] = 96
For females: n = 76/[1� 76 (0.05)2] = 64
Total police respondents = 160 (96� 64)

Data Sources and Instruments

Primary and secondary sources of information were utilized in this study.
Questionnaire administration was employed as the primary data collection method
supplemented with secondary information generated through rigorous review of
journal articles, official reports and the Internet. Throughout the study, the
respondents’ rights of anonymity, informed consent and confidentiality were
adhered to.

Data Analysis

The results were analysed with the use of Kendall’s coefficient of concordance. This
was done to establish the link between the police officers’ ranking scores and their
seeming challenges in the practice of child-friendly policing as part of the broader
process of juvenile justice delivery in the study locality. According to Legendre
(2005), Kendall’s coefficient of concordance (W) is a measure of the agreement
among several (p) judges who assess a given set of (n) tasks or challenges. W, the
index, measures the ratio of the observed variance of the sum of ranks to
the maximum possible variance of the ranks. This idea is to establish the sum of the
ranks for each challenge being ranked. If the ranking is in perfect agreement,

Table 1. Summary of Selected Respondents

Police District

Police Population

Total

Number Selected

TotalMales Females Males Females

Tamale District 86 66 152 65 56 121

Tolon District 6 4 10 5 3 8

Bimbilla District 35 6 41 26 5 31

Total 127 76 203 96 64 160

Source: Field survey, 2022, as informed by the Northern Region Police Command (2022) Summary of Police Personnel.
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the inconsistency among these sums will be maximum (Stake 2006). The equation of
Kendall’s coefficient of concordance (W) is as follows:

W � 12S=p2 n3 � n
� � � pT

Where:
W represents Kendall’s coefficient of concordance,
p represents the figure for challenges,
n represents the number of respondents (sample size),
T represents the correlation factor for tied ranks, and
S represents the sum of squares statistic.
The sum of squares statistic (S) is given as:

S �
X

Ri � R� �2

Where: Ri = row sums of ranks
R = the mean of Ri

The correlation factor for tied ranks (T) is also given as:

T �
X

tk3 � tk
� �

Where: tk = the number of ranks in each (k) of m groups of ties.
The χ2 statistic is computed using the formula:

χ2 � p n � 1� �W
Where p = number of challenges
W = Kendall’s coefficient of concordance.

RESULTS
Challenges Facing the Police in Handling Children in Conflict with the Law and in
Need

To be able to achieve the objective of the study, the researchers first established the
challenges faced by police in handling children who come into contact with them.
These challenges as gathered from the respondents were: inadequate cells for
juveniles at the police stations; inadequate serviceable vehicles; lack of remand
homes for juveniles; lack of State-owned temporary shelters to house victims of
abuse; inadequate government budgetary support for handling juvenile crimes; and
inadequate police officers’ knowledge and skills in handling juvenile crimes
(Table 2). These challenges were then ranked in order of severity using Kendall’s
coefficient of concordance (Table 3). The results established a highly significant
agreement among police officers’ ranking scores of their practical (observed)
challenges in handling children in conflict with the law. As shown in Table 3, the
value for χ2 (df = 5) was 147.119; asymptotic significance (p) was 0.000, implying a
significant agreement among police officers’ ranking scores. The Kendall’s
coefficient of concordance (W) figure was 0.751, suggesting that 75.1% of the
ranking scores given by police officers were in agreement with these challenges.

International Annals of Criminology 153

https://doi.org/10.1017/cri.2023.15 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/cri.2023.15


DISCUSSION
With a mean rank of 2.15, inadequate police cells for juveniles (both males and
females) at the police stations was adjudged the highest ranked challenge faced by
police officers. A check with all the three district police commands revealed that the
Tamale District had only one juvenile cell. Both Tolon and Bimbilla Districts,
however, had none. This revelation indicates that the police stations are basically
neither child-friendly nor gender sensitive. This finding was in line with the study
conducted by Decker and Marteache (2017) which found that lack of juvenile cells

Table 2. Descriptive Statistics of the Challenges Facing the Police in Handling Children in Conflict with the
Law and in Need of Care

Challenges Mean
Standard
Deviation Minimum Maximum

Inadequate cells for juveniles at police stations 2.14 1.604 1 6

Inadequate serviceable vehicles 4.06 1.696 1 6

Lack of remand homes for juveniles 3.27 1.406 1 6

Lack of State-owned temporary shelters to house
victims of abuse

3.72 1.288 1 6

Inadequate budgetary support for handling juvenile
crimes

3.91 1.355 1 6

Inadequate police officers’ knowledge and skills in
handling juvenile crimes

3.89 2.022 1 6

Source: Field survey data, 2022.

Table 3. Police Ranking of Challenges

Challenges
Mean
Rank Ranking

Lack of police cells for juveniles 2.15 1st

Inadequate serviceable vehicles 4.06 6th

Lack of remand homes for juveniles 3.27 2nd

Lack of State-owned temporary shelters to house victims of abuse 3.72 3rd

Inadequate budgetary support for handling juvenile crimes 3.92 5th

Inadequate police officers’ knowledge and skills in handling juvenile
crimes

3.89 4th

No. of observations 127

Kendall’s coefficient of concordance (W) 0.751

χ2 147.119

Degrees of freedom 5

Asymptotic significance (p) 0.000

Source: Field survey data, 2022.
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was the major challenge across developing countries. A check with the Northern
Regional Police Command revealed that the whole region has only one juvenile cell.
This implies that in the event of the arrest of children in contact with the law, police
officers may be compelled to place them in cells with adults in contravention of both
national and international child rights legal frameworks.4

The second ranked challenge faced by police officers identified in the study was
the lack of a remand home for juveniles. This has always been attributed to lack of
finance and poor policy on child welfare. The study revealed that the whole
Northern Region has only one juvenile remand home in Tamale, the regional
capital. Apparently this has been closed down for lack of maintenance, as hinted by
the Northern Regional Police Domestic Violence and Victims Support Command.
The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (2017) has recounted that
resources for friendly policing are under threat owing to budgetary restraints. The
study found that none of the study’s police districts had a remand home for
juveniles. If the government of Ghana is committed to child-friendly policing and
justice for juveniles intended for their transformation and rehabilitation, then the
country needs a deliberate policy to expand remand home facilities for juveniles.
Anything short of this, the police may be blatantly blamed for abusing the rights of
the child in the wake of justice delivery. It is on record that juveniles are incarcerated
in adult prisons in the country (Commission on Human Rights and Administrative
Justice (CHRAJ) 2019; Crabbie 2019), purportedly due to inadequate juvenile
remand homes.

Lack of State-owned temporary shelters to house victims of abuse who come into
contact with the police was identified as the third challenge faced by police officers.
The stereotype of children as victims of the law is one of the challenges confronting
the policymakers, as society has a negative tag on them. However, it is seen that the
State has not given it the needed thought to provide temporary shelter to house
victims of abuse. The study found that the whole Northern Region has no single
functional temporary shelter to house victims of abuse. The only State-owned
temporary shelter in the Northern Region is located at Kpong-Tamale, which the
study revealed has over the years been abandoned. Confronted with such a working
situation, the police may find it difficult to take any concrete action to safeguard the
interest of the victims of abuse. Apparently, they are often chastised for being
insensitive to the rights of children, which undermines any spirit of reintegration.
The change theory espouses that the police have to update the way in which they
conduct themselves in consonance with the dynamics of society. They can, however,
be effective if they are provided with the necessary infrastructure and working tools.

Inadequate police officers’ knowledge and skills in handling juvenile crimes
occupied the fourth position in the challenge ladder. Juvenile crimes need special
attention and treatment. However, this can only be achieved if the police are well
trained and imbued with child-friendly ethics. Police officers who habitually or

4See United Nations General Assembly, United Nations StandardMinimum Rules for the Administration
of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing Rules), adopted by General Assembly Resolution 40/33, 29 November 1985;
Convention on the Rights of the Child, ibid.; The Children’s Act, 1998 (Act 560), Act of Ghana; African
Union (1999); Juvenile Justice Act, 2003 (Act 653), Act of Ghana; 1992 Constitution of the Republic of
Ghana.
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completely engage with children or are chiefly engaged in the prevention of
offences committed by children are expected to undergo special training and
instructions in child-friendly policing. The study found that child-friendly policing
had been integrated into the contemporary police training academies of Ghana. The
results, however, showed that police officers (71.3%) had moderate knowledge in
handling juvenile crimes. Their approach to children may defeat the purpose of
transformation and rehabilitation.5

Inadequate budgetary support for handling juvenile crimes, due to rationing, was
identified as the fifth challenge confronting the police in executing their statutory
functions. The Ghana Police Service over the years has been resourced by the central
government and occasionally with the support of philanthropists. Given this
situation, the police could only effectively promote child justice delivery depending
on how it is resourced by the State. This challenge was linked to inadequate
serviceable vehicles for handling crimes and juvenile offences, which was the least
ranked challenge by the police. The study revealed that Tolon and Bimbilla Police
Districts have one serviceable vehicle each, while Tamale District has two. Given the
enormity of activities that have to be carried out on a routine basis, these vehicles
may be seen as woefully inadequate. It has become a common phenomenon for the
police to be selective in matters that border on crime control and justice delivery.
Police officers at the various police stations often asked complainants to provide
means of transport before they could make an arrest or attend to a case (Marfo et al.
2021). This development has affected the way they respond to child-related crimes.
The change theory of policing views the police as a changing guardian who is
required to be fully resourced to enable it to meet the needs of contemporary
criminal justice administration.

Karn’s (2013) study in the United Kingdom revealed that having fewer resources
represents a significant challenge to the police. He noted that funds are needed in
meeting the demands of a more globalized, culturally diverse and technological
connected society. It is on this note that Marfo (2016) wrote that any meaningful
policing arrangement as a way of ensuring public safety and the promotion of justice
delivery requires institutional or sectorial collaboration. His study in the Wa
Municipality of Ghana revealed that inadequate logistics, in general, and lack of
mobile vehicles, in particular, have reduced police visibility, a concept intended to
make police more visible to the public, to a static patrol. He proposed that
industrialists, the government and civil society organizations should be supportive
to the police (both in cash and kind) to make it more vibrant to provide the needed
security and enabling environment for a sound development in Ghana.

Working in such ill-funded conditions, the police may conduct themselves in a
way to execute their own personal agenda. Yet, they are habitually accused for the
deficiency in the criminal justice delivery. This could explain why huge sums of
monies are often demanded from the public before the police intervene in a given
crime situation and also before bail is granted (Marfo 2016). Ame et al. (2020) found
that Ghana’s juvenile justice policies and programmes look sound on paper, yet, the
lack of resources to implement these policies has bedevilled the country dating back
to the late 1940s. The emerging picture is that inadequate resources to make police

5See Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015, above note 1, section 107.
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more functional to respond to contemporary societal dictates has been a chronic
problem in the country which runs counter to the spirit of change theory in policing.
The earlier this problem is tackled holistically, the better for the implementation of
child-friendly policing and justice administration for children who either come into
contact with the police or are in need of care in the country.

CONCLUSION
The police as a statutory institution plays a critical role in crime control and the
administration of justice, especially juvenile justice, in Ghana. Policing in the
country is thus expected to be child-friendly and innovative at all times in
responding to the needs of children who are in need of care and in conflict with the
law, as espoused by the change theory of policing. The effectiveness of the police to
function as expected in the administration of justice for children was found to be
contingent on the availability of resources, namely, adequate cells for juveniles at the
police stations, adequate serviceable vehicles, adequate remand homes for juveniles,
availability of State-owned temporary shelters to house victims of abuse, adequate
government budgetary support for the handling of juvenile crimes, and adequate
police officers’ knowledge and skills in handling juvenile crimes. This study found
that these resources are virtually absent or completely lacking, which has
undermined any spirit of child-friendly policing arrangement in the locality
studied. Among all the challenges faced by the police in relation to the
administration of justice for children, inadequate police cells for juveniles (both
males and females) at the police stations was ranked the highest deficiency by the
police. Having inadequate serviceable vehicles for handling crimes and juvenile
offences was the least ranked challenge.
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TRANSLATED ABSTRACTS

Abstracto
Los estudios sobre justicia penal en Ghana han implicado a la policía en sobornos, abuso de
confianza, tráfico delictivo y brutalidad, entre otros. Este estudio se apartó del enfoque de
los “males percibidos” citados contra la policía y examinó los desafíos menos incalculables
que militan en contra de la policía amiga de los niños en el país. En total, 160 policías
encuestados fueron seleccionados al azar de tres distritos policiales en la región norte de
Ghana en un diseño de estudio correlacional. La administración de un cuestionario se
utilizó como método principal de recopilación de datos. El estudio encontró que la policía
está limitada por celdas inadecuadas para menores, vehículos reparables inadecuados, falta
de centros de detención preventiva para menores, falta de refugios temporales estatales
para víctimas de abuso y apoyo presupuestario inadecuado para manejar los delitos
juveniles. Utilizando el coeficiente de concordancia de Kendall, con un valor de 147,119
(df = 5) para el χ2, la significancia asintótica fue de 0,000, lo que significa un acuerdo
significativo entre los oficiales de policía que califican las puntuaciones. Se encontró que la
cifra del coeficiente de concordancia (W) de Kendall era de 0,751, lo que implica que el 75,1
% de los puntajes de la clasificación otorgados por los agentes de policía estaban en
consonancia con estos desafíos que les han impedido ejercer cualquier labor policial y
administración de justicia juvenil adaptadas a los niños en la práctica. la localidad de
estudio.

Palabras clave niños; vigilancia policial adaptada a los niños; justicia juvenil; protección
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Abstrait
Des études sur la justice pénale au Ghana ont impliqué la police dans la corruption, l’abus
de confiance, le trafic criminel et la brutalité, entre autres. Cette étude s’est éloignée de
l’approche des « maux perçus » citée contre la police et a examiné les défis moins
incalculables par lesquels est confrontée la police amie des enfants dans le pays. Au total,
160 policiers interrogés ont été sélectionnés au hasard dans trois districts de police de la
région nord du Ghana dans le cadre d’une étude corrélationnelle. L’administration d’un
questionnaire a été utilisée comme principale méthode de collecte de données. L'étude a
révélé que la police est limitée par des cellules de détention inadéquates pour les mineurs,
des véhicules réparables inadéquats, un manque de centres de détention provisoire pour les
mineurs, un manque d’abris temporaires de l'État pour les victimes d’abus et un soutien
budgétaire insuffisant pour gérer la délinquance juvénile. En utilisant le coefficient
d’accord de Kendall, avec une valeur de 147,119 (dl = 5) pour le χ2, la signification
asymptotique était de 0,000, ce qui signifie un accord significatif entre les notes des
policiers. Le chiffre du coefficient d’accord (W) de Kendall s’est avéré être de 0,751, ce qui
implique que 75,1% des scores de classification attribués par les policiers étaient cohérents
avec ces défis qui les ont empêché de pratiquer une police et une administration de la
justice pour mineurs adaptées aux enfants dans le lieu de l’étude.

Mots-clés enfants; police adaptée aux enfants; justice juvénile; protection

抽象的

对加纳刑事司法的研究表明,警察涉嫌贿赂、背信、犯罪交易和暴行等。 这项研究

偏离了针对警察的“感知错误”的方法,并研究了不利于该国儿童友好警务的不为

人知的挑战。 在相关研究设计中,从加纳北部地区的三个警区随机抽取了一百六十

(160) 名警察受访者。 管理问卷被用作主要的数据收集方法。 研究发现,由于青少

年牢房不足、可用车辆不足、青少年拘留所缺乏、虐待受害者的国有临时收容所

缺乏以及处理青少年犯罪的预算支持不足,警方的工作受到限制。 使用 Kendall 的

一致性系数,卡方的值为 147.119 (df= 5),渐近显着性为 0.000,这表明警官之间在

1% 的评分上具有显着的一致性。 肯德尔的一致性系数 (W) 数字被发现为 0.751,这
意味着 75.1% 的警官给出的排名分数与这些挑战一致,这些挑战限制了他们在任何

实际的儿童友好型警务和少年司法管理中 研究地点。

关键词： 儿童; 对儿童友好; 少年司法; 治安; 保护
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ةصالخ
ةنامألاةنايخوةوشرلايفةطرشلاطروتىلإاناغيفةيئانجلاةلادعلالوحتاساردلاريشت
ءاطخألا“جهننعةساردلاهذهتفرحنا.ىرخأرومأنيبنمةيشحولاوةيمارجإلاةراجتلاو
فصوتاليتلالقألاتايدحتلاتصحفوةطرشلادضاهبداهشتسالامتيتلا”ةروصتملا
)160(نيتسوةئامرايتخامت.دالبلايفلافطأللقيدصلايطرشلالمعلاحفاكتيتلاو
يفاناغنمةيلامشلاةقطنملايفةطرشقطانمثالثنميئاوشعلكشبةطرشلادارفأنمادرف
تدجوو.تانايبلاعمجلةيلوأةقيرطكنايبتسالاةرادإمادختسامت.ةيطابتراةساردميمصت
ةحلاصلاتابكرملاةيافكمدعو،ثادحألانيزانزةيافكمدعببسبةديقمةطرشلانأةساردلا
ةلودللةكولمملاةتقؤملائجالملاصقنو،ثادحألليطايتحالاسبحلارودصقنو،ةمدخلل
لماعممادختساب.ثادحألامئارجعملماعتللةينازيملامعدةيافكمدعو،تاكاهتنالااياحضل

Kendall147.119دنع،قفاوتلل)df = ،0.000ةبراقملاةلالدلاتناك،Chi-Squareـلةميق)5
لماعمىلعروثعلامت.٪1دنعتاجردةطرشلاطابضنيبريبكقافتادوجوىلعلديامم
Kendall(قفاوت (Wطابضاهمدقيتلابيترتلاتاجردنم٪75.1نأينعيامم،0.751نوكيل
ةرادإولافطأللبسانمةطرشلمعيأنممهتعنميتلاتايدحتلاهذهعمةقفاوتمتناكةطرشلا
.ةساردلاةقطنميفثادحألاءاضق

ةيامحلا;ةطرشلا;ثادحألاءاضق;لفطللةقيدصلا;لافطألا:ةلادلاتاملكلا
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