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ABSTRACT

In order to avoid the risk of icebergs col-
liding with drilling vessels and installations
in the Labrador Sea, it would be useful to pre-
dict iceberg drift. Relevant information on
fluid dynamics is summarized, followed by a dis-
cussion of various drift models. After comment-
ing on the numerical results obtained with these
models, a method is proposed for analysing past
trajectories of an iceberg in order to determine
coefficients necessary for predicting its drift.
The theoretical results are then compared with
drift and sea-current and wind data obtained in
the Labrador Sea. If accurate prediction of ice-
berg drift is to be achieved, reliable prediction
of oceanic factors is just as important as a
knowledge of iceberg characteristics. The tech-
niques developed and tested in the Labrador Sea
are helpful whether icebergs are considered as a
problem or as a desirable resource.
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