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T il E I NT ERNATI ONAL Associa tion of La w Libr aries has lost a dear friend

a nd devoted su ppo rte r. [van Sip kov , past sec re ta ry and t rea su re r of th e

association, sen io r ed ito r of the International [ournal of Legal Inf ormation ,
di ed a t hi s home in W ashingt on , D .C. , on Ma rch 9. A t the time of hi s d eath,

D r. Sipkov was the fir st vice-president of the l n ternation al Assoc iation of

La w Libra ries a nd vice -pres ide n t of th e Inst itu te for l rucrnat ional Legal

In formation.

D r. S ipko v was bo rn in Sofia, Bulgar ia in 1917, and recei ved h is LL.B.

fro m th e Sofi a U nive rsity School of Law in 1940. H e was ad m itte d to th e

Ba r in So fia an d continue d h is stu d ies at th e Berli n U niv e rsi ty Scho ol of

Law w he re he received hi s M. A. in 1943· F rom 1944 to 1947 he en te red the

In nsbru ck U nive rs ity School of La w in Innsbruck , A ust ria and received th e

D r.Iur . deg ree. A fte r em ig ra ting to th e U nited Stat es, he stud ied la w at

George \Vash ing ton Scho ol of Law from 1953 to 1955, and was a wa rded

the deg ree of Mas te r o f Com pa ra tive La w.

In (()52 D r. Sipkov began a long a nd di stinguished ca ree r in th e se rvice

of th e U nited Sta tes G ove rn me nt, a t first w ith the D ep artment of St ate a nd

th e n as a legal a na lyst fo r th e Mid -Eu ropea n Law Pro ject in th e Library of

Cong ress. In IgGo he beca me a legal spec ialist in the Europea n Law Di vision

a nd rose to become its ch ief in 198 !.

I-Ie was a member of seve ra l professiona l o rga niza tio ns, includi ng th e

l n tcr nat ion al Assoc ia tion of Law Librar ies, the Ame rica n Associa tio n o f

La w Li bra r ies, th e A merica n Socie ty of In ternationa l Law, the Law Libra r

ia ns' Soc iety of W ashingt on , D.C., th e Institu te for In te rna tiona l Lega l In

for m ation. a nd the Ad viso ry Boa rd of the ln te ru ational L ibrary E xcha nge

Cente r. H e wa s a lega l scho la r w ho co ntribu ted nu me rous book s, art icles,

a nd rev iews to the liter atur e of law and legal b ibliog ra ph y. H is w ork s o n

Bulga ria n law are considered the most au tho rita t ive for that co untry .

A n e nth usiastic tr aveler , D r. Sipkov atte nde d nu m er o us lib rar y co n fe r

e nces a ro u nd the world, a nd a utho red nume rous a rt icles and gove rn ment

publica tio ns. H e wa s effo rtlessly multilin gual and was possessed of a native

cha rm a nd a n eagerness to help a ll th ose w ho sought h is g uida nce. H e w ill

a lso be rem em bered for hi s love of flow er s a nd hi s en joyment of co in co l

lecti ng . But the memories w h ich [ w ill pe rso na lly treasur e invo lve hi s co l

lect ion of bot tle ope ne rs. Seve ra l member s of the Board of Edi to rs of the

ln tc ru.u ion al Jou rnal or Legal In fo n natio n se nt him various Sp CCi ll1 Cn S
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from aro und the world, and it gave h im g rea t pleasur e to add th ese to his

collecti on, which was a unique reflection of th e Ivan Sipkov we knew and

enj oyed so much.

D r. Sipkov is su rvived by his wife, Bojanka T on che v Sipk ov ; thr ee ch il

d ren: El izabet h Sipkov, Ph ilip John Sipkov, and Margar et T aylo r ; and
th ree g rand ch ild re n.

D AVID A. COMBE

Tulane U nive rsity

New O rlea ns, Loui siana
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